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Monetary and Non-Monetary Determinants of Inflation in the Kyrgyz Republic:
An Overview
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Abstract

To develop effective inflation control policies, it is essential to thoroughly examine all the underlying dynamics that lead to inflation.
In this context, monetary and non-monetary factors, such as real economic growth, external debt, public spending, imports, and
structural economic problems, must be considered. This study examines the monetary and non-monetary causes of inflation in
Kyrgyzstan within a theoretical framework and analyzes the effects of both groups of factors on inflation empirically. The ARDL
model was used with quarterly data from 2007Q1 to 2024Q3. According to the study's findings, monetary causes of inflation, such
as the money supply and nominal interest rates, have an inflationary effect. An appreciation in the exchange rate, on the other
hand, has a deflationary effect. A review of non-monetary factors reveals that public spending and economic growth can lead to
inflation in the long term. On the other hand, imports and external debt can have a deflationary effect, provided that the budget
deficit is kept under control. Balanced monetary policy and fiscal discipline are important for controlling inflation in the long term.
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1. Introduction

Price stability is the objective of the monetary policy pursued by the National Bank. However, inflation is a complex
process, and not all of its driving forces are under the National Bank's control. Kyrgyzstan is an open economy that
depends on imports and is directly affected by global changes. This situation makes the Central Bank's monetary policies
aimed at combating inflation ineffective for achieving sustainable economic growth and makes it difficult to regulate
price stability.

Since the early 1990s, inflation has been a serious macroeconomic problem in the Kyrgyz Republic, particularly during
the transition period. The hyperinflation of 62% observed in 1994, as shown in Figure 1, demonstrated the structural
weaknesses of the country's monetary and financial systems, as well as high price volatility. In subsequent years, the
introduction of the national currency and the implementation of liberal reforms partially controlled inflation, though
levels remained relatively high. For instance, inflation was 34.8% in 1996. Although inflation has been relatively stable
since the 2000s, it reached 20% in 2008 due to shocks in the global food and oil markets. These events demonstrate
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that inflation is driven by both internal and external factors. From 2021 to 2024, the effects of the pandemic, supply
chain disruptions, geopolitical tensions, and food security issues drove up inflation levels once again. Despite the Central
Bank's efforts to keep interest rates at around 9% through monetary policy, inflation rose to 14.7% in 2022. In 2024,
inflation stood at approximately 6.3%. These historical trends show that inflation in Kyrgyzstan has complex origins, is
vulnerable to external shocks, and is multifaceted. Generally, categorizing the causes of inflation as either monetary or
non-monetary is an important foundation for understanding their interrelationships and developing policy measures.

This study analyzed monetary and non-monetary inflation variables to better understand and accurately analyze the
factors affecting price levels in Kyrgyzstan. Monetary factors include variables such as the money supply, interest rates,
and exchange rates. Friedman (1963, p. 18) explicitly stated that inflation is fundamentally driven by an increase in the
money supply, clearly identifying it as a monetary variable. Interest rates and exchange rates are defined as tools of
monetary policy in the IS-LM and Mundell-Fleming models by Hicks (1937, p. 153) and Mundell (1963, p. 476) and thus
fall under the monetary category. Conversely, variables such as GDP, external debt, public spending, and imports are
not directly related to monetary policy, but rather to fiscal policy and the real sector. Keynes (1936, p. 47) emphasizes
that the relationship between GDP and public spending is real and fiscal, not monetary. External debt and imports also
fall under non-monetary factors because they are shaped by public finance and the balance of trade (Heckscher, 1935,
p. 47). Thus, the aforementioned variables can be classified as monetary or non-monetary based on theoretical
foundations. The Bank of Russia (2017, p. 8) presents this distinction in a table showing monetary and non-monetary
factors separately. Esian (2022, p. 89) examined whether inflation in Nigeria was caused by monetary or non-monetary
factors when analyzing global studies. Using real GDP, money supply, and interest rates as variables, Esian found that
inflation is not merely a monetary phenomenon, but also stems from non-monetary factors. Smant and Melger (1997)
examined the monetary and non-monetary factors of inflation in the Netherlands, a small, open economy. They based
their work on the consensus that inflation is a monetary process whereby an increase in the money supply raises the
price level. Somova and Vaganova (2023) note that the effect of monetary factors decreases under conditions of
economic growth and exerts an indirect influence. The effects of production expansion, income growth, and oil prices
are significant. Ganiev and Atabaev (2016), for example, examined the impact of monetary factors on money supply
and exchange rate variables in panel studies on the effectiveness of monetary policy for EAEU countries. Japarova and
Shabieva (2021) found that non-monetary factors significantly impact the price level in Kyrgyzstan, and fiscal policy plays
a crucial role in managing inflation. However, these studies have addressed inflation dynamics in Kyrgyzstan within a
one-sided framework (either monetary or non-monetary).

In this context, no comprehensive, empirical study in the literature addresses inflation in Kyrgyzstan holistically,
considering both monetary and non-monetary factors. This study aims to address this gap by analyzing the impact of
monetary and non-monetary factors on inflation in Kyrgyzstan. Additionally, the study intends to contribute to a better
understanding of the structure of inflationary processes in Kyrgyzstan and provide a scientific source of information for
long-term strategic planning through the obtained findings.

2. Theoretical Framework

The debate over the causes of inflation is at the heart of a long-standing theoretical divide in economic literature. In this
context, the monetarist approach explains inflation as an increase in the money supply. Friedman (1956, p. 17)
concluded from an empirical analysis of U.S. history that an increase in the money supply directly affects the price level:
"Inflation is always and everywhere a monetary phenomenon." Based on this conclusion, monetarists identified the
primary source of inflation as the expansion of the money supply, thereby emphasizing the role of monetary policy.
Similarly, classical and neoclassical economists argue that the money supply affects only the price level and has no effect
on real variables. This forms the basis of the Quantity Theory developed by Fisher (1911, p. 159). According to this
theory, money only affects nominal variables in the economy, and changes in the money supply do not affect real
indicators such as output, employment, and growth. Modern economists such as Mishkin (2007, p. 334) and Svensson
(2009, p. 15) advocate for increasing monetary neutrality and emphasize that the long-term effects of monetary policy
are limited.

However, many historical events have shown that inflation cannot be explained by monetary factors alone. For example,
the stagflation crisis of the 1970s, during which high unemployment and high inflation occurred simultaneously, was
explained by Bruno and Sachs (1985, p. 134) as a supply-side shock. As globalization accelerated in the 2000s, Rogoff



(2004, p. 56) observed that growth in foreign trade led to price stability but also disrupted the balance of capital
movements. Finally, Blanchard and Bernanke (2023, p. 15) presented the supply chain disruptions following the Covid-
19 pandemic as a contemporary example of the impact of non-monetary shocks on inflation.

Figure 1. Inflation Outlook for Kyrgyzstan
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Source: National Bank of the Kyrgyz Republic, www.nbkr.kg, Date of Access: 23.04.2025

The New Classical approach has also expanded to include the theory of rational expectations, which informs economic
actors and limits the impact of economic policies. According to Lucas (1972, p. 115), inflation results from unexpected
monetary policy; however, this effect is eliminated if the policy aligns with the expectations of economic actors. Gali
and Gertler (1999, pp. 195-222) and Woodford (2003, p. 117) emphasize the importance of micro-based models in
explaining inflation dynamics, highlighting the role of expectation mechanisms in pricing behavior. The Austrian school
argues that inflation stems from both the money supply and credit expansion. Mises (1981, p. 297) posits that artificial
growth occurs when the credit system is liberalized. Hilsmann (2010, p. 610) claims that the central bank causes
economic actors to borrow excessively by lowering interest rates, thereby encouraging an increase in the general price
level. In this approach, the structural characteristics of the financial system are among the fundamental determinants
of inflation.

In response to the monetarist view, structural economists generally attribute inflation to supply-side issues and external
dependencies. Prebisch (1950, p. 47) and Furtado (1963, p. 143), for example, argue that inflation in developing
countries is caused by the deterioration of their import-based production structures, which leads to foreign exchange
shortages and is reflected in the general price level. Ocampo (2009, p. 710) and Easterly and Fischer (2001, p. 170),
however, attribute inflation to the expansion of the money supply, imbalances in foreign trade structures, institutional
weaknesses, and production constraints.

Conversely, New Keynesians contend that simultaneous changes in prices and wages may result in the breakdown of
market mechanisms in the short term, leading to heightened inflationary pressures. Ball and Mankiw (2002, p. 128)
claim that wages and prices are inflexible and vulnerable to economic shocks. Blanchard and Gali (2007, p. 25) point out
that economists have developed theoretical models that demonstrate the intricacy of price dynamics due to the gradual
updating of expectations and information asymmetry.

Post-Keynesian economists who hold these views see them as resulting from conflicts over income distribution and
financial instability. Robinson (1962, p. 74) observed that wage demands create upward pressure on prices. Minsky
(1986, p. 256), on the other hand, claimed that borrowing cycles and financial speculation trigger inflation and threaten
economic stability.

3. Empirical Review

Most empirical studies on the determinants of inflation do not emphasize the distinction between monetary and non-
monetary factors. However, certain factors tend to stand out in most studies. One of these is the money supply. Yenisu
(2019) analyzed monthly data from 2010M1 to 2017M12 using the Toda-Yamamoto method (1995) and identified the
money supply, budget deficit, exchange rate, interest rates, external debt, oil prices, and bank loans as the variables
with the greatest impact on inflation. According to the short-term analysis, the money supply and oil prices were found



to cause inflation in Turkey. The money supply, in particular, has a strong effect on inflation. However, the other
variables were not found to cause inflation. Furthermore, Ozmen and Kocak (2012), Nigusse et al. (2019), Ayad (2020),
and Asghar et al. (2023) also identified a positive relationship between the money supply and inflation.

Another important monetary factor is interest rates. The relationship between interest rates and inflation is empirically
complex and varies by country, period, and macroeconomic conditions. Gécer and Ongan (2020) examined the Fisher
effect in the United Kingdom using an ARDL model over the periods 1995Q1-2009Q9 and 2008Q10-2018Q1. They
discovered an asymmetric and partial relationship between inflation and interest rates in the long term. Asgharpur et
al. (2007) examined 40 Islamic countries between 2002 and 2005 using panel data methods and concluded that there
is a positive relationship between interest rates and inflation. While many researchers argue that inflation raises interest
rates, others argue that increases in interest rates can raise production costs and thus increase inflation. However,
empirical findings reveal one-way causality from interest rates to inflation. These findings suggest that interest rates are
an active monetary policy tool that directly affects inflation, rather than a passive reflection of it.

The relationship between exchange rates and inflation is one of the widely studied subjects in both theoretical and
empirical literature. Naptania et al. (2022), for example, used panel data regression to examine the effects of inflation
and exchange rates on exports in Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, and the Philippines from 2010 to 2020. El
Alaoui et al. (2019) examined the relationship between money supply, interest rates, inflation, exchange rates, the
industrial production index, and equity indices in Malaysia using wavelet techniques. Based on their observations, the
researchers found almost no correlation between the money supply and inflation in the short term. This implies that
changes in the money supply do not impact the short term. Turna and Ozcan (2021) analyzed the relationship between
inflation, exchange rates, and interest rates in Turkey from 2005 to 2019 using the ARDL model. According to the results,
both variables positively and significantly affect inflation in the short and long term. Specifically, the exchange rate's
effect is stronger than the interest rate's effect.

In the context of non-monetary factors, imports have emerged as a key variable in the era of growing trade relations.
Shiyalinia (2019) examined the impact of imports on inflation in Sri Lanka from 1977 to 2017. According to the ARDL
bounds test results, a long-term positive relationship was found between the variables. These results reflect cost-push
inflationary pressures in particular. Tugcu et al. (2019) found that imports positively and significantly affect inflation in
Turkey. In particular, energy and intermediate goods imports increase cost inflation. Conversely, some studies have
shown that import volume has a dampening effect on inflation. For instance, Feyisa (2024) conducted an ARDL analysis
on Ethiopia and found that the import volume index has a downward effect on inflation in both the short and long term.

Empirical studies confirm that fiscal policy tools play a role in price increases. For example, Hamadouche's (2024)
empirical study on Algeria reveals a significant long-term relationship between public spending and inflation. According
to the Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) model, which is based on time series data from 1973 to 2022, a 1% increase in
public spending leads to a 0.23% increase in inflation over the long term. However, Kara and Yuliawan (2023) found that
public spending negatively affected inflation in Indonesia between 2000 and 2021. Similarly, Maharani et al. (2024)
found that public spending negatively affects inflation in 31 Asian countries between 2018 and 2023. Therefore, an
increase in spending reduces inflation.

Public debt is also one of the non-monetary factors of inflation. Barquero and Loaiza (2017) discovered that an increase
in public debt substantially increases inflation in indebted developing countries. However, this relationship does not
apply to developed countries. They emphasized that fiscal discipline is a decisive factor in inflation in countries with high
debt-to-GDP ratios. Mehmeti and Deda (2022) examined the impact of public debt on inflation by analyzing Kosovo and
North Macedonia. Their analysis, which used data from 2010 to 2021, found a positive and statistically significant
relationship between public debt and inflation. Aimola and Nicholas (2022) examined the relationship between total
public debt and inflation in Gambia using data from 1978 to 2019 and a nonlinear approach (NARDL). The results
revealed an asymmetric relationship between these two variables in the short and long term. Karakaplan (2009) shows
that the effect of external debt on inflation depends on countries' financial market development. Using GMM estimates
based on a panel dataset covering 121 countries between 1960 and 2004, Karakaplan shows that the inflationary effect
of external debt is lower in developed countries with developed financial markets. The relationship between price levels
and the money supply, as well as how public debt affects this relationship, is examined in detail by Castro et al. (2003).



Furthermore, numerous studies have examined the relationship between inflation and inflation uncertainty (Munir and
Riaz, 2020; Khatir et al., 2020).

Another key factor influencing price increases is economic growth. Mallik and Chowdhury (2001) examined the
relationship between inflation and gross domestic product (GDP) growth using annual data from Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Their analysis, which used cointegration and error correction models, found a positive long-
term relationship between inflation and economic growth in all four countries. These results imply that moderate
inflation may promote growth, though high growth rates can also trigger inflation. Conversely, Ozyilmaz (2022), Barro
(2013), and Akter and Smith (2021) discovered an inverse relationship between these two variables. Mohd et al. (2013)
examined the relationship between inflation, inflation uncertainty, and economic growth in five ASEAN countries from
1980 to 2011 using an EGARCH model. Their findings suggest that inflation uncertainty does not directly cause inflation.
However, there is evidence of a negative impact of inflation on growth, both directly and indirectly through the inflation
uncertainty channel.

In conclusion, empirical studies show that inflation is primarily determined by monetary factors, such as money supply,
interest rates, and exchange rates, as well as non-monetary factors, such as imports, public spending, public debt, and
economic growth. The VAR, VECM, and ARDL methods are frequently used and considered more appropriate analytical
tools.

4. Data Set, Variables and Empirical Findings

In accordance with econometric assumptions, all variables included in the model analyzed in this study were converted
to natural logarithms. The dependent variable in the model is the logarithm of the consumer price index (CPl), or
inflation. The explanatory variables are divided into two groups: monetary and non-monetary determinants. Monetary
variables: Money supply (LM2), nominal interest rate (LIR), and exchange rate (LER). Non-monetary variables: Gross
domestic product (GDP), public expenditures (GEX), external debt (DE), and imports (IM).

Table 1. Data sources and measurement of variables

Variables Description Measurement \ Source
LCPI Consumer Prices Logarithm, index
Index
LIR Interest Rate Logarithm,
Nominal, %
LER Exchange Rate Logarithm,
1 LCY/USD
LM?2 Supply of Money Logarithm, National Bank of
Current, LCY
LGE Government Logarithm, Kyrgyzstan
Expenditures Current, LCY
LFD Foreign Debt Logarithm,
Current, USD
LGDP Real Gross Domestic Logarithm, index
Product
LIM Import Logarithm,
Current, USD

The time series data used in this study covers the period from the first quarter of 2007 to the third quarter of 2024. All
data were obtained from the official sources of the National Bank of the Kyrgyz Republic (NBKR). These variables were
selected based on similar empirical studies in the literature and are considered key to explaining the inflation dynamics
of the Kyrgyz economy.

4.1, ARDL Model

Since some of the variables are stationary at the level and some are stationary at the first difference, it was appropriate
to use the ARDL cointegration model. Two separate models were constructed, one for monetary factors and one for
non-monetary factors.



CPI=f(M2,ER,IR)

CPI=f(GDP,GE,IM,FD) (1)

The generalized log-log form of the model used is given by the following equation:

LNCPI=a+ B1LNM2+ B2LNER+ B3LNIR+ wT

LNCPI= o+B1LNGDP+ B2LNGE+ B3LNIM+ BALNFD+wT (2)
ARDL (Autoregressive Distributed Lag) model specification was used:

ALNCPl= a+wT+ BILNCPli1+ B2LNM2¢1+ B3LNERw1+ BALNIRe1+Y 1"y S1LNCPIi +X1 o +62 LNM2¢i+ e (3)
ALNCPl= o+wT+ BILNCPI1+B2LNGDP1+ B3LNGE: 1+ BALNIM1+B5LNFDe 1+ Y% 81LNCPIi+Y 7 o +82 LNGDPyi+ [t

Here, (3) in the formula, A represents the first difference operator; ¢, w, 6, Bi's, di's (i = 1 to 6) represent the coefficients;
a represents the constant term and . represents the error term.

LNCPli- a+wT+Y7% BLCPI+Y T o B2LNM2i+Y)_o B3LNERw+YF_ o BALNIR.H+ pt (4)
LNCPle- a+wT+¥ 7 BLCPI+X T o B2LNGDPL+Y?_o B3LNGE.+Yr_, BALNIMci+Y] ; BSLNFDei+ut

The estimation process for long-term coefficients is described by equation (4). The final step is to obtain the short-term
dynamic parameters, for which an error correction model (ECM) must be developed. The ECM consists of two parts:
the estimated short-term coefficients and the error correction term (ECT). The ECT indicates the speed at which short-
term dynamics adjust to the long-term equilibrium path. The ECM is estimated as follows:

ALNCPI= a+wT+ 3T SIALNCPL#+ YT o 5,0LNM2e i+ X9  83ALNER.+3 7 S4ALNIRe+OECTe 1+l

ALNCPl=a+WT+YT §1ALNCPI+ 3T 0 8ALNGDP+ 32 0 8sALNGE+ YT 8sALNIMe+ 37 8sALNGDe+BECT 1+
(5)

Here, B8 represents the convergence rate coefficient of the error correction term, which is expected to be negative.

Table 2. The Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) Unit Root Test Results

Variables Level First Difference
Constant Constant&Trend Constant Constant&Trend
LCPI -4.0333*** -4.0911** -8.0918*** -7.7400%**
(0.0022) (0.0101) (0.0000) (0.0000)
LM2 -0.1092 -1.9572 -6.9172%** -6.8696%**
(0.9438) (0.6139) (0.0000) (0.0000)
LER -1.5146 -3.8188** -3.5599*** -3.6426**
(0.5200) (0.0216) (0.0093) (0.0338)
LIR -1.4463 -2.3359 -6.2139%** -6.1717%**
(0.5546) (0.5546) (0.0000) (0.0000)
LGDP -3.0241** -2.9713 -7.1566%** -7.1435%**
(0.0381) (0.1485) (0.0000) (0.0000)
LIM -1.6624 -2.8571 -2.9886** -2.9816
(0.4455) (0.1830) (0.0432) (0.1452)
LGE 0.2402 -1.5182 -3.2226** -2.9386
(0.9731) (0.8127) (0.0233) (0.1580)
LFD -3.7277*** -4.2885%** 6.2505*** -6.6056***
(0.0056) (0.0057) (0.0000) (0.0000)

Note: *** ** and * indicate significance at 1%, 5% and 10% levels, respectively.

This study applied the Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF) unit root test to determine the level of stationarity of the
variables. The results of the test show that most of the variables are not stationary at the level but become stationary
after the first difference is taken. The LCPI and LFD variables yielded statistically significant results and were found to



be stationary at the level. The other variables (LM2, LER, LIR, LGDP, LIM, and LGE) showed stationarity at the first-

difference. Therefore, the unit root test provides strong rationale for using ARDL as an estimation technique.

Table 3. Results of ARDL Bound Cointegration test

ARDL(1,4,0,4) Selected based on Akaike Information Criteria (monetary determinants)
Test Statistics Value Critical Values 1{0)] I(1)
F statistics 5.585%** 10% 2.492 3.350
k 3 5% 2.976 3.896
1% 4.056 5.158
ARDL(4,2,5,1,2) Selected based on Akaike Information Criteria(non-monetary determinants)

Test Statistics Value Critical Values 1(0) (1)
F statistics 9.308*** 10% 2.323 2.73
k 4 5% 2.743 3.792
1% 3.71 4.965

Note: *** ** and * indicate significance at 1%, 5% and 10% levels, respectively.

The next stage of the study applied the ARDL Bounds Test method, developed by Pesaran et al. (2001), to examine the
long-term relationship between inflation (LCPI) and its monetary and non-monetary determinants. Model selection was
based on the Akaike Information Criterion (AIC). The EViews 9 program automatically selected the optimal lag length
according to the AIC. The F-statistic value calculated for the ARDL(1,4,0,4) model, which includes monetary variables, is
5.585. This value is significant at the 1% level since it is greater than the upper critical value of 5.158 at the 1% level.
Therefore, the null hypothesis that "there is no long-term relationship" was rejected, and it was concluded that there is
a long-term cointegration relationship between inflation and monetary variables. For the ARDL(4,2,5,1,2) model
including non-monetary variables, the F-statistic was calculated to be 9.308, which is well above the upper critical value
of 4.965 at the 1% level. This result also leads to rejection of the null hypothesis, indicating a long-term relationship
between inflation and non-monetary variables. In both models, the F-statistic is above the critical values of (1),
indicating a cointegration relationship between economic variables and inflation. These findings suggest that inflation
is influenced by monetary (e.g., money supply, interest rate, and exchange rate) and non-monetary (e.g., GDP, public
spending, imports, and external debt) factors in the long term.

Table 4. Estimated Long-Run Coefficients

Dependent variable is LCPI (monetary determinants)
Regressor Coefficient t-Statistic P-value
LM2 0.106*** 3.156 0.003
LIR 0.159%** 2.144 0.036
LER -0.168** -2.011 0.049
C 3.594%** 0.375 0.0000
Dependent variable is LCPI (non-monetary determinants)
Regressor Coefficient t-Statistic P-value
LGE 0.104*** 4.059 0.0002
LGDP 0.125%** 2.217 0.0306
LIM -0.037** -2.325 0.0236
LFD -0.155*** -3.951 0.0002
C 4 599%*** 15.293 0.000

Note: *** ** and * indicate significance at 1%, 5% and 10% levels, respectively.




Examining long-term coefficients reveals that both monetary and non-monetary factors significantly affect inflation.
Monetary variables generally have positive and significant effects, while some non-monetary variables, especially
imports and external debt, have negative effects. The fact that the statistical significance levels are at or below 5%
enhances the model's reliability.

According to the results, a 1% increase in the money supply increases long-term inflation (LCPI) by approximately 0.106%
when other variables are held constant. This effect is statistically significant at the 1% level. Similarly, a 1% increase in
the nominal interest rate leads to a 0.159% increase in inflation over the long term. This result is significant at the 5%
level. Lastly, a 1% increase in the exchange rate reduces inflation by about 0.168% in the long term. This effect is
statistically significant at the 5% level.

An increase of 1% in public spending raises inflation by 0.104% in the long term. This effect is also highly statistically
significant. An increase of 1% in gross domestic product (GDP) raises inflation by about 0.125% in the long term. This
positive relationship indicates that the increased demand associated with growth pushes prices upward. The statistical
significance is at the 5% level. Conversely, a 1% increase in imports is seen to reduce inflation by 0.037%. This is also
significant at the 5% level. In the long term, a 1% increase in external debt reduces inflation by 0.155%. This is highly
statistically significant.

Table 5. Error Correction Model

Dependent variable is LCPI (monetary determinants)
Regressor Coefficient t-Statistic P-value
COINTEQ* -0.547%** -4.99 0.000
D(LM2) 0.265%** 2.793 0.007
D(LM2(-1)) 0.004 0.048 0.962
D(LM2(-2)) -0.167** -2.186 0.033
D(LM2(-3)) -0.189%* 2.672 0.010
D(LIR) 0.281%** 2.536 0.014
D(LIR(-1)) 0.072 0.757 0.452
D(LIR(-2)) -0.203** -2.150 0.036
D(LER) -0.017 -0.149 0.882
D(LER(-1)) -0.037 -0.325 0.746
D(LER(-2)) -0.121 -1.158 0.252
D(LER(-3)) 0.449%** 4.428 0.000
D(LER(-4)) 0.209 1.637 0.102
Dependent variable is LCPI (non-monetary determinants)
Regressor Coefficient t-Statistic P-value
COINTEQ* -0.915%*** -7.896 0.000
D(LGE) 0.021*** 3.352 0.002
D(LGE(-1)) -0.034%** -5.088 0.000
D(LGDP) 0.021 0.423 0.674
D(LIM) 0.021 1.414 0.1636
D(LIM(-1)) 0.029* 2.003 0.051
D(LFD) 0.066 0.865 0.391
D(LFD(-1)) 0.007 0.085 0.932
D(LFD(-2)) 0.309%** 4.291 0.0001
D(LFD(-3)) -0.066 -0.934 0.3551
D(LFD(-4)) 0.206*** 3.201 0.002

Note: *** ** and * indicate significance at 1%, 5% and 10% levels, respectively.

Table 5 shows the short-term inflation model, which illustrates the speed of adjustment required to reach equilibrium
in the dynamic model. This lag period is obtained from the estimated long-term dynamic model. The adjustment



coefficient shows how quickly the variables converge to equilibrium. Additionally, COINTEQ should be negative and
statistically significant (i.e., the p-value should be less than 0.05). In both models, the COINTEQ coefficient is negative
and statistically significant at the 1% level (p < 0.01). In the monetary determinants model, the COINTEQ coefficient is -
0.547, indicating that the current deviation from long-term equilibrium will be corrected by 54.7% in the next period.
In the non-monetary determinants model, the speed of convergence to equilibrium in the upcoming period is 91.5%,
based on the included variables. In both cases, the sign of the coefficient aligns with econometric expectations. These
results prove that deviations from long-term equilibrium disappear over time and that the system returns to equilibrium.
However, the non-monetary model's much higher error correction speed indicates that it can eliminate imbalances
more quickly in the short term.

Table 6. Diagnostic Test Results

Diagnostic Test Results (monetary determinants)

Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation 0.8847[0.3321]
Breusch-Pagan-Godfrey Heteroskedasticity Test 1.6548 [0.1577]
Jarque-Bera Normality Test 2.2758 [0.3204]

Diagnostic Test Results (nhon-monetary determinants)

Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation 0.1092 [0.8967]
Breusch-Pagan-Godfrey Heteroskedasticity Test 0.9551 [0.5238]
Jarque-Bera Normality Test 0.9551 [0.3843]

To ensure the reliability and validity of our model, we applied diagnostic tests to the models in Table 6. All diagnostic
test results indicate that models incorporating both monetary and non-monetary determinants satisfy the classical
regression assumptions of no autocorrelation, constant variance, and normally distributed residuals.

Figure 2. Cusum of Squares Test (monetary determinants)
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Figure 3. Cusum Test (monetary determinants)
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Figure 4. Cusum of Squares Test (non-monetary determinants)
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Figure 5. Cusum Test (non-monetary determinants)
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The CUSUM (Graphs 2 and 4) and CUSUM of squares (Graphs 1 and 3) test results show that models based on monetary
and non-monetary determinants are econometrically valid, reliable, and consistent. Therefore, the causality
interpretations and policy recommendations are generalizable and not specific to a particular period.

5. Conclusion and Policy Recommendations

Overall, the findings suggest that inflation in Kyrgyzstan from 2017Q1 to 2024Q3 was influenced by monetary and non-
monetary factors with multidimensional effects. Among the monetary variables examined, money supply and nominal
interest rates were found to have a statistically significant impact on inflation. These results align with the perspective



of Asgharpur et al. (2007) that rising interest rates can increase production costs, which can consequently drive up
inflation. However, an appreciation in the exchange rate was found to have a disinflationary effect. This shows that the
exchange rate can suppress the price level and that monetary policy can effectively combat inflation. Similarly, Naptania
et al. (2022) emphasize that high inflation and volatile exchange rates can reduce a country's competitiveness in
international trade. Examining non-monetary factors reveals that public spending and economic growth increase
inflation. In contrast, imports and external debt have a downward effect on inflation in the long term by keeping the
budget deficit under control. This finding aligns with the observation of Castro et al. (2003) that government debt does
not increase inflation, and may actually have a negative impact. Furthermore, Feyisa's (2024) findings support the
deflationary effect of imports, showing that import volume suppresses inflation.

According to the error correction terms in the model, deviations from long-term equilibrium are corrected over time
and the system returns to equilibrium. Specifically, the model's faster return to equilibrium based on non-monetary
determinants indicates that imbalances can be corrected more quickly in the short term. In contrast, monetary variables
affect inflation dynamics more slowly but steadily. Empirical studies conducted in different countries show that the
determinants of inflation vary depending on a country's economic structure, institutional capacity, and the stability of
its policies. In developing countries, the impact of monetary variables, such as the money supply, the exchange rate,
and interest rates, on inflation is significant; however, non-monetary factors, such as public spending, budget deficits,
supply constraints, and the structure of foreign trade, also play a critical role in inflation dynamics.

The findings of this study suggest that inflation in the Kyrgyz Republic should be addressed with a multifaceted approach.
On the monetary side, careful management of the money supply, balanced use of interest rates, and stabilization of the
exchange rate are necessary to contain inflationary pressures. In terms of fiscal policy, it is critical to ensure expenditure
discipline while prioritizing investments that enhance productivity. Sustainable external borrowing, especially long-term
and concessional financing, can mitigate inflationary risks. Trade policy also matters. While imports have a moderating
effect on inflation, efforts must also be made to diversify exports and strengthen domestic production.

Finally, growth strategies should emphasize productivity-driven expansion over demand-driven expansion to reduce
structural inflationary pressures over time. Enhancing credibility and policy effectiveness requires stronger institutional
capacity, transparent communication, and coordination between fiscal and monetary authorities. In short, price stability
in Kyrgyzstan cannot be achieved through monetary policy alone. It requires an integrated approach combining
monetary, fiscal, and structural reforms.
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Ozet

Finlandiya’nin ¢cok uzun siredir takip ettigi tarafsizlik politikasini terk ederek NATO'ya katilimi, Rusya’nin Ukrayna’nin bazi bolgelerini
isgalinin ardindan Avrupa glivenlik mimarisinde meydana gelen kokli degisimlerin bir sonucudur. Bu sirecte Turkiye, hem ittifakin
onemli Gyelerinden biri olarak hem de son yillarda artan bolgesel etkinligiyle belirleyici bir rol Gstlenmistir. Finlandiya’nin tyelik
basvurusu, Turkiye tarafindan baslangicta bazi glvenlik kaygilari nedeniyle temkinli bir sekilde karsilanmis; 6zellikle terorle
micadele ve savunma is birligi alanlarinda beklentilerinin karsilanmasi talep edilmistir. Tlrkiye, NATO ittifakinin genislemesinin
yalnizca Rusya’ya karsl caydiricilik acisindan degil, ayni zamanda ittifak ici yik paylasimi ve stratejik uyum bakimindan da énem
tasidigini dile getirmistir. Bu dogrultuda ayni anda NATO’ya Uyelik basvurusu yapan isvec’in de dahil oldugu cli mekanizma
gorusmeleriyle, Finlandiya teror orgltlerine verilen destek konusunda daha somut taahhutlerde bulunmus ve savunma sanayii
alaninda Tirkiye'ye yonelik kisitlamalarin kaldiriimasi yoniinde adimlar atmistir. Nihayetinde Turkiye, Finlandiya’nin NATO Uyeligini
onaylayarak bu sirecteki kilit aktor pozisyonunu pekistirmis ve ayni zamanda yeni glivenlik sartlari altinda ittifakin gelecegine sekil
veren aktif bir dis politika izlemistir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Tlirkiye, NATO, Finlandiya, Finlandiyalasma, Uglii Muhtira

Abstract

Finland’s decision to abandon its policy of neutrality and join NATO is a direct consequence of the profound transformations in the
European security architecture following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. In this process, Tlrkiye has assumed a decisive role, both as
one of the key members of the Alliance and through its increasing regional influence in recent years. Finland’s application for
membership was initially met with caution by Tlrkiye due to certain security concerns; in particular, Ankara demanded that its
expectations in the areas of counter-terrorism and defense cooperation be addressed. Tlrkiye emphasized that NATO enlargement
is significant not only in terms of deterrence against Russia, but also in relation to burden-sharing and strategic cohesion within the
Alliance. In this context, through the trilateral mechanism that included Sweden— which had simultaneously submitted its NATO
membership application—Finland offered more concrete commitments regarding the support provided to terrorist organizations
and took steps towards lifting the restrictions imposed on Tirkiye in the field of defense industry. Ultimately, by approving Finland’s
NATO membership, Tirkiye consolidated its position as a key actor in this process and pursued an active foreign policy that
contributes to shaping the Alliance’s future under the new security conditions.
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1. Girig

Finlandiya, tarihi boyunca dis politikasinda dengeli ve tarafsiz bir cizgi izlemeye 6zen gostermistir. Rusya ile arasindaki
1,340 km (830 mil) sinir ve bu Glkeyle olan tarihsel baglari, Finlandiya'nin glivenlik politikalarinda her zaman merkezi bir
rol oynamis ve Finlandiya’nin dis politikasi "Finlandiyalasma" (Finlandization) olarak adlandirilan bir strateji etrafinda
sekillenmistir. Ozel bir dis politika stratejisi olarak Finlandiyalasma, temel olarak su esaslara dayanmaktadir; Finlandiya
tarafsiz bir devlet (neutral state) konumunda kalacak ve SSCB ile dostane iliskiler yiritecek ve dis politikada SSCB'yi
rahatsiz edecek ya da ona karsi olacak herhangi bir eylem ya da girisimde bulunmayacaktir. Yine dis politikada séylem
olarak da SSCB'yi dogrudan hedef alan bir konumda olmayacaktir. Finlandiya’nin ordusunun kapasitesi ve hatta
hikimette yer alan partiler bile SSCB’nin onayina tabi olacak ve Ulke Dogu Blogu Ulkeleriyle daha yakin ticari baglar
kuracaktir (Laqueur, 2016).

Finlandiya’nin tarafsizlik politikasi, Soguk Savas boyunca siki bir sekilde Sovyetler Birligi ile olan iliskiler Gzerine insa
edilmistir. 1948'de imzalanan Finlandiya ve Sovyetler Birligi arasinda imzalanan Dostluk, isbirligi ve Karsilikli Yardim
Antlasmasi (The Agreement of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance of 1948) Finlandiya'nin dis politikasinda
belirleyici bir rol oynamistir. Bu antlasma, Finlandiya’nin SSCB ile askeri ve siyasi is birligi yapmasini gerektirmis ancak
ayni zamanda Finlandiya'nin i¢ islerine karisilmamasini garanti altina almistir. Bu baglamda Finlandiya'nin Soguk Savas
donemi tarafsizlik politikasi Glkenin hem dis hem de i¢ politikasini derinden etkilemistir. Sovyetler Birligi’yle iyi iliskiler
surdurirken Bati ile ticaret ve kultirel iliskileri koparmamis, tarafsiz bir politika izlemis ancak Birlesmis Milletler (BM) ve
diger uluslararasi 6rgltlerde de aktif bir rol oynamistir (Isoaho vd., 2022). Baris ve giivenlik konularinda yapici bir tutum
sergileyen Finlandiya, 6zellikle BM Baris Glcl operasyonlarina katkida bulunarak uluslararasi baris ve giivenlige katkida
bulunmaya ¢alismistir. 1975 yilinda Helsinki'de diizenlenen Avrupa Givenlik ve isbirligi Konferansi (AGIK) ve bu
konferansin sonucunda imzalanan Helsinki Nihai Senedi, Finlandiya'nin tarafsizlik politikasinin uluslararasi alanda
taninmasinda 6nemli bir donim noktasi olmustur (Kanniainen, 2022).

Sovyetler Birligi’'nin dagilmasinin ardindan ve Avrupa Birligi'ne Uyelikle birlikte bu tarafsizlik politikasi kademeli olarak
donlistm gecirmistir. 2023 yilinda NATO’ya Uye olmadan 6nce Finlandiya, NATO tatbikatlarina katilmis, baris glcl
operasyonlarinda yer almis ve Nordik Glkelerle glvenlik is birligi gelistirmistir. Finlandiya, Bati Avrupa'nin ekonomik
entegrasyon sireclerine katilmis ve Avrupa Serbest Ticaret Birligi'ne (EFTA) Uye olmustur. Bu denge politikasi,
Finlandiya'nin Bati ve Dogu bloklari arasinda kendine 6zgl bir konum edinmesini saglamistir (Cancellare, 2010).
Sovyetler Birligi'nin ¢okisl, Dogu ve Bati arasindaki gerilimi blylk olgliide azaltmis ve Avrupa'da yeni bir glvenlik
mimarisinin kurulmasini saglamistir. Bu siregte Finlandiya, Bati ile olan iliskilerini daha da glglendirme yoluna gitmistir.
Avrupa Birligi'ne (AB) Uyelik Finlandiya icin 6nemli bir stratejik hedef haline gelmistir (Cetinkaya, 2020). Yine ayni
donemde Finlandiya ulusal savunma politikalarini da gliclendirmis, savunma bltgesini artirmis, modern askeri techizat
ve silah sistemlerine yatirim yapmistir. Zorunlu askerlik hizmeti devam ettirilmis ve askeri egitim programlari
gelistirilmistir. Bu adimlar, Finlandiya'nin olasi tehditlere karsi hazirlikli olmasini ve bagimsiz savunma kapasitesini
artirmasini saglamistir (Koskimaa ve Raunio, 2024).

1995 yilinda AB'ye Uye olan Finlandiya, bodylece Bati ile ekonomik ve siyasi entegrasyonunu derinlestirmistir. Bu
cercevede AB Uyeligi, Finlandiya'nin tarafsizlik politikasini yeniden tanimlamasina ve Bati'nin kolektif glvenlik ve
savunma politikalarina daha yakin durmasina olanak tanimistir. AB Uyeligine paralel olarak Finlandiya, NATO ile de is
birligini artirmistir. NATO'nun "Baris icin Ortaklik" (PfP; Partnership for Peace) programina 1994 yilinda katilan
Finlandiya, bu cercevede NATO ile cesitli askeri ve sivil is birligi faaliyetlerine dahil olmus ama Finlandiya'nin NATO ile
olan bu is birligi, Gyelikten ziyade ortaklk dizeyinde kalmistir (Demir, 2015). Finlandiya, NATO'nun tam Uyesi olmaktan
kacinarak, tarafsizlik politikasini sirdirmeye ve kendi glvenlik stratejisini bagimsiz olarak belirlemeye devam etmistir.

2014 yilinda 6ncelikle Kirim’i ilhak eden Rusya’nin 2022 yilinda Ukrayna’nin dogu boélgelerini isgal etmeye baslamasi
genelde Avrupa glvenlik mimarisi 6zelde de Finlandiya’nin glvenlik politikalarinda dnemli degisimlere neden olmustur.
Bu calisma Finlandiya’nin tarafsizlik politikasini terk ederek NATO’ya Uye olmasina giden sireci ve bu stirecte Tlrkiye'nin
oynadigl roll analiz etmektedir. Finlandiya’nin Gyelik basvurusu, Tirkiye tarafindan baslangicta bazi glivenlik kaygilari
nedeniyle temkinli bir sekilde karsilanmis; ozellikle terérle micadele ve savunma is birligi alanlarinda beklentilerinin
karsilanmasi talep edilmistir. NATO’'nun genislemesinin yalnizca Rusya’ya karsl caydiricilik agisindan degil, ayni zamanda
ittifak ici stratejik uyum bakimindan da énemli oldugunu savunan Turkiye, Finlandiya’nin NATO Uyeligini onaylayarak yeni
glvenlik sartlari altinda ittifakin gelecegine sekil veren aktif bir dis politika izlemistir.

2. Finlandiya’nin NATQ’ya Uyeligine Giden Siireci ve Tiirkiye
1949 yilinda 12 Gyenin katilimiyla kurulan Kuzey Atlantik Antlasmasi Orgiiti’niin (NATO) kuruculari arasinda iskandinav



ilkeleri Norveg, Danimarka ve izlanda yer almis ancak hem Finlandiya hem de isvec ikinci Diinya Savasi'ndan sonra
sekillenen konjonktiiriin etkisiyle tarafsiz bir dis politika cizgisi izlemeyi tercih etmistir. Hatta dénemin isvec Disisleri
Bakani Osten Undén, "isvec geleneksel tarafsizlik politikasindan asla sapmayacaktir. isvec'in mevcut durumunda her iki
tarafi da resmi olarak desteklemesi kendi cikarina olacaktir, béylece birinden veya digerinden yana taraf olmaya
zorlanmayiz ve bugline kadar izledigimiz geleneksel tarafsizlik politikasinin ihlaline maruz kalmayiz" diyerek Glkenin
pozisyonunu net sekilde dile getirmistir. isvec gibi Finlandiya da 1948 Antlasmasiyla NATO'va katilimi konusunu
giindeme bile almamis ve hatta dis politikada tarafsizlik Finlandiya icin varolussal bir mesele halini almistir (Ktcuk,
2024).

Soguk Savas boyunca Finlandiya hem Sovyetler Birligi hem de NATO ile iliskilerinde oldukca ihtiyath bir politika izlemis
ancak, Sovyetler Birligi'nin dagiimasiyla NATO ile iliskilerini gelistirmeye baslamistir. Bu donemde Soguk Savas sona
etmis olsa da NATO, acik kapi politikasi cercevesinde genislemeye devam ederek hem yeni tyelere kapi acmis hem de
{lye olmayan ulkelerle bir dizi iliski gelistirmistir. Finlandiya, NATO’nun bu tir iliskiler kurdugu tlkelerden biriydi. Orgiit,
Avrupa'nin givenligini artirmak icin Finlandiya ile is birligi gelistirerek ortak tatbikatlar diizenlemistir. Finlandiya'nin
NATO ile iliskileri, 1994'te Baris icin Ortaklik programina ve 1997'de Avrupa-Atlantik Ortaklik Konseyi'ne katilimiyla
giclenmistir. Uyelikten &nce Finlandiya, NATO'nun aktif bir ortagiydi ve Balkanlar, Afganistan ve Irak'ta NATO
liderligindeki operasyonlara ve misyonlara katilmistir. Ancak bu yogun temaslara ve 1990'lardan beri NATO Uyeleriyle
diyalog ve is birligi icinde olmasina ragmen, Finlandiya Uyelik talebinde bulunmamistir. is birliginin bir parcasi olarak,
2014'te imzalanan bir anlasma, NATO'nun Finlandiya topraklarinda ortak tatbikatlar yapmasina ve NATO (yelerinden
yardim almasina izin vermistir. Yine Finlandiya ve isvec, 2015'te Norvec'te diizenlenen “NATO Arctic Challenge”
tatbikatina katilmistir. Bu dénemde Rusya, Finlandiya'nin NATO ile is birliginin kendi glvenligini tehdit ettigini acikca
belirtmistir (The Christian Science Monitor, 2023).

Soguk Savas sonra erdikten sonra NATO ile iliskilerini gelistiren Finlandiya ve isveg liyelik konusuna mesafeli yaklasmaya
devam etmislerdir. Ancak 2008 yilinda Rusya’nin Gdrcistan’a yonelik saldirisi her iki Glkenin de NATO’ya Uyelik
konusundaki yaklasimlarini gbzden gecirmesine yol acmistir (Moloeznik, Willoughby ve Kamps, 2025). Ancak 2014
yilinda Rusya’nin Kirim’t ilhakina ragmen Finlandiya NATO’ya Uyeligin Rusya’yl provoke edecegine dair endiseler
nedeniyle Gyelik icin adim atmamistir. Hatta 2018 yilinda NATO’ya Uyelik meselesine dair bir soruya Basbakan Niinisto,
“Ruslar Finlandiya sinirina bakinca Finleri gérilyor ama NATO'ya Uye olursak dismanlari gorecektir” diye yanit vermistir.
Finlandiya icin NATO Uyeligi oynanmaktan ziyade elde bulunduruldugunda daha degerli bir karttir (Forsberg ve
Christiansson, 2025). Ancak Rusya'nin Ukrayna'nin bazi bdlgelerini isgalinin ardindan Avrupa'ya yonelik tehdit
duygusunun artmasi, NATO Uyeligini Rusya'nin olusturdugu tehdidi ortadan kaldirmanin tek yolu olarak géren isvec ve
Finlandiya’nin endiselerini artirmistir (Ovali, 2024). NATO uyelerinin biyik cogunlugu Finlandiya ve isveg tarafindan
sunulan Uyelik basvurularint memnuniyetle karsilasa da Turkiye ve Macaristan ilk basta iki Glkenin de Gyeligine mesafeli
oldugunu aclkca dile getirmistir. Turkiye, Finlandiya'nin Gyeligini belirli talepleri hizlica karsilanirsa destekledigini
aciklasa da Helsinki ve Stockholm'ln birlikte hareket etmesi ve Turk yetkililerin aciklamalarinin ardindan “veto krizi”
ortaya ¢lkmistir (Euronews, 2022).

Cumhurbaskani Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 13 Mayis 2022'de isve¢ ve Finlandiya'nin NATO’ya dyelik basvurularini
desteklemeyeceklerini agiklayarak, aralarinda PKK'nin da bulundugu Turkiye'nin terér 6rgltl olarak kabul ettigi
gruplara yonelik iki Glkenin uygulamalari nedeniyle Tarkiye'nin bdyle bir basvuruyu desteklemesinin "imkansiz" oldugunu
dile getirmistir (Reuters, 2022). Cumhurbaskani Erdogan, birkac giin sonra yaptigl bir konusmada, "teror 6rgitlerine
yonelik her iki Glkenin de net ve kesin bir tavri yok" diyerek Tlrkiye'nin rahatsizligini acikga belirtmistir (Euronews,
2022). Tirkiye'nin talepleri kamuoyunda da tartisiimis ve 6zellikle isvec'e karsi olumsuz bir tutum olusmustur. NATO
Uyeligi Turk basininda ic siyasette de tartisilirken, hitkkiimet ve muhalefet &zellikle isvec'i elestirmeye baslamis, Tiirk
kamuoyunda Tirkiye'nin talepleri (terére destek ve finansmanin durdurulmasi, teroristlerin iadesi, Turkiye'ye yonelik
ambargo ve yaptirimlarin kaldirilmasi) karsilanmadigi takdirde Finlandiya ve isvec'in (iye olamayacagl beklentisi
olusmustur (Yenisafak, 2023).

Turkiye, Finlandiya'dan alti FETO ve alti PKK Gyesi olmak tizere terdrle iltisakl kisileri Tiirkiye'ye iade etmesini istemistir
(Wintour, 2023). Bu kisilerin bayik cogunlugunun son yillarda Finlandiya'ya siginma basvurusunda bulundugu
belirtilmistir. Turkiye'nin bir diger talebi de Finlandiya ve isvec hikimetlerinin uyguladigi silah ambargosunun
kaldirilmasidir. Dénemin Disisleri Bakani Mevlit Cavusoglu, Ankara'nin Finlandiya ile bu konuda ilerleme kaydettigini
ancak isvec'in yaklasiminda bir degisim olmadigini ve Tirkiye'nin ancak giivenlik garantileri aldiktan sonra harekete
gececegini ifade etmistir (Independent, 2023).

Finlandiya Cumhurbaskani Niinistd, 21 Mayis 2022'de Cumhurbaskani Erdogan ile yaptigl telefon gérismesinin
ardindan Finlandiya'nin NATO dyeligi hakkinda Tirkiye ile gorismeye hazir oldugunu, Finlandiya'nin terérizmin her



tarll bicimini kinadigini ve bu cercevede yakin diyalogun devam edecegini aciklamistir (Reuters, 2022). Turkiye ile
strekli temas halinde olan Finlandiya ve isvec, katilim konusunu gériismek tizere Ankara'ya bir heyet géndermis ve (¢
Ulkenin temsilcileri ilk toplantisini 25 Mayis 2022'de Ankara'da gerceklestirmistir.

Muzakereler devam ederken isvec ve Finlandiya'nin NATO'ya katilimi konusunda AK Parti sozcist, "énemli olan
Turkiye'yi ikna etmek degil, yeni Uye olmak isteyen bu Ulkeleri teror orgitlerine destek vermeyi birakmaya ikna
etmektir" diyerek hiikiimetin pozisyonunu dile getirmistir. MHP ise Finlandiya ve isvec'in NATO'ya katilimini "zamansiz,
yersiz, gereksiz" gordugini aciklamistir. isveg, Stockholm'de Tirkiye'ye karsi cogunlugu PKK destekgileri tarafindan
yapilan protesto ve aciklamalari engellemedigi icin veto prosedirinin uzamasina neden olmustur (Euronews, 2022).

Finlandiya ve isvec'in NATO'ya katilim siireci cercevesinde Madrid zirvesinde bir araya gelen Cumhurbaskani Erdogan,
Finlandiya Cumhurbaskani Niinist®, isvec Basbakani Magdalena Andersson ve NATO Genel Sekreteri Jens Stoltenberg,
doértll bir toplanti gerceklestirmis ve gdriisme sonunda Tirkiye, Finlandiya ve isvec arasinda tcli bir muhtira
imzalanmistir (Anadolu Ajansi, 2022). Bu muhtiraya gore;

i) Finlandiya ve isveg terdrle micadele edecek ve bu konuda i¢c mevzuatlarini giiclendirmek icin gerekli tim énlemleri
alacaktir.

ii) Finlandiya ve isvec, Tirkiye'nin terér siiphelilerinin iadesi veya teslimi taleplerini, Tirkiye tarafindan saglanan delilleri
dikkate alarak, Avrupa iade Sézlesmesi uyarinca derhal ve eksiksiz bir sekilde isleme koyacak ve iade ve glivenlik
konusunda is birligini artirmak icin Turkiye ile gerekli ikili s6zlesme dlzenlemelerini yapacaktir.

iii) Finlandiya ve isveg, sorusturmalar baslatacak ve terér 6rgiiti PKK ve tiim yan kuruluslari, bagl kuruluslari ve cephe
orgutlerinin para toplama ve eleman toplama faaliyetlerini yasaklayacaktir.

iv) Finlandiya ve isveg, silah ihracatina iliskin mevzuatlarinin mittefiklere yeni taahhitlerde bulunmalarini saglayacak ve
NATO Uyelikleriyle uyumlu olmasini saglayacaktir.

v). Finlandiya ve isvec, Turkiye'nin ve diger AB disi muttefiklerin, Tirkiye'nin askeri projelere katilimi da dahil olmak
Uzere, mevcut ve gelecekteki AB Ortak GUvenlik ve Savunma Politikasi girisimlerine mimkin olan en genis sekilde dahil
olmasini destekleyecektir.

Bahse konu adimlarin gerceklestirilmesiicin, bu “Uclii Muhtira” ile Tirk, Fin ve isvecli yetkililerinin katilimiyla bir Daimf
Ortak Mekanizma tesis edilmistir (T.C. Cumhurbaskanhgi, 2022). Finlandiya Cumhurbaskani Niinistd, Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan'in daveti lzerine 17 Mart 2023'te Turkiye'yi ziyaret etmistir. Ziyaretin ardindan yapilan ortak basin
toplantisinda Cumhurbaskani Erdogan “Turkiye, NATO'nun acik kapi politikasinin glicli savunucularindan biri oldugunu
ve Finlandiya’nin Turkiye'nin glvenlik endiselerini gidermek icin "somut ve gercekci adimlar" attigini dile getirmistir
(The Guardian, 2023). Bu nedenle Cumhurbaskani Erdogan, Finlandiya'nin askeri ittifaka katiimina iliskin vetoyu
kaldirdigini kamuoyuna duyurarak, "glvenlik endiselerimizi gidermek bizim icin énemli oldugundan, Finlandiya'nin
NATO katilim protokoliinii parlamentomuzda onaylama siirecini baslatmaya karar verdik" demistir. "Finlandiya ve isvec
NATO'ya katilmak icin ortak basvuruda bulunmus olmalarina ragmen Tiirkiye neden isvec'e karsi vetoyu siirdiirdi?"
veya "Finlandiya Gye olmakicin hangi adimlari atti?" sorusuna, Finlandiya Cumhurbaskani Niinisto, “Finlandiya gecen yaz
Madrid’de kararlastirilan her seyi vyerine getirdi” diyerek U(zerine diseni vyerine getirdigini vurgulamistir.
Cumbhurbaskani Erdogan, ortak basin toplantisinda, "bize terdristleri teslim etmediler " diyerek isvec'e karsi vetonun
yururlikte kalacagini duyurmustur (TRT Haber, 2023).

Ziyaretin ardindan Turkiye BlyUk Millet Meclisi, Finlandiya'nin NATO Uyeligini onaylamis ve Cumhurbaskani Erdogan
da karari resmen imzalamistir. Tlrkiye boylece Finlandiya'nin NATO Uyeligine karsi vetosunu kaldirarak 31 Mart 2023'te
Briksel'de imzalanan Kuzey Atlantik Antlasmasi'na Finlandiya Cumhuriyeti'nin katilimina iliskin protokolt onaylamistir
(Resmi Gazete, Sayi: 32150, 1 Nisan 2023). Disisleri Bakani Mevlit Cavusoglu, 4 Nisan 2023'te Finlandiya'nin katilim
onay belgesini Briiksel'de ABD Disisleri Bakani Antony Blinken'e teslim etmistir (ABD Disisleri Bakanligl, 2023).
Finlandiya, NATO'yu kuran Kuzey Atlantik Antlasmasi'nin imzalanmasindan tam 74 yil sonra, 4 Nisan 2023'te resmen
ittifakin Gyesi olmustur (BBC 2023).

3. Turkiye’nin Uyeligi Desteklemesi ve Cekinceleri

Rusya'nin Ukrayna'nin bazi bdlgelerini isgal etmesinin ardindan Avrupa'ya yonelik tehdidin artmasi, yillardir askeri bir
ittifakin parcasi olmayan ve dis politikalarinda geleneksel ilkelerden sapmayan isve¢c ve Finlandiya'nin giivenlik
kaygilarini ciddi olgide artirmistir. Her iki Glke de NATO Uyeligini Rusya'dan gelen tehdidi ortadan kaldirmanin tek yolu
olarak gérmis ve 18 Mayis 2022'de resmen Uyelik basvurusunda bulunmustur (Wolff, 2025). iki Glkenin de terérle



micadelede Turkiye'nin taleplerini gérmezden gelmesi nedeniyle resmi basvurulardan kisa bir stire 5nce Cumhurbaskani
Erdogan, her iki Glkenin de NATO dyeligine olumlu bakmadigini ifade etmistir (Oval, 2024).

Turkiye'ye gore bu tlkeler, dzellikle isvec Turkiye nin terérle miicadele siirecini desteklemek yerine PKK’nin siyasi uzantisi
olarak gorilen YPG'yi destekleme ve hatta koruma politikasi izlemektedir (Torlak, 2022). Bu nedenle Turkiye, ilk Konsey
toplantisinda isvec ve Finlandiya'nin ittifaka katilim basvurularinin hizla isleme alinmasi kararini veto etmistir. Ankara,
vetosunu her iki Glkenin de YPG'yi siyasi ve askeri olarak desteklemeye devam ettigini, TUrkiye'nin terérizmle baglantilari
nedeniyle iade talep ettigi kisileri iade etmedigini ve 2019'daki Baris Pinari Harekati'nin ardindan Turkiye'ye silah
ambargosu uyguladigini soyleyerek gerekcelendirmistir (BBC News, 2022).

Bazi kaynaklar, bu nedenlerin sadece pazarlik slrecinin goriinen kismi oldugunu ve Tlrkiye'nin F35 programina yeniden
katilma, ABD'nin F16 satma taahhidi ve S-400 yaptirimlarinin iptali gibi talepleri de oldugunu dile getirmistir (Diken,
2022). Isveg, Finlandiya ve Tirkiye arasinda 28 Haziran 2022'de imzalanan (¢l muhtirada PYD/YPG ve FETO "orgiitler"
olarak tanimlanmis (terér érgitleri olarak degil) isveg ve Finlandiya'nin bu érgitleri veya zaten terér 6rgitii olarak kabul
edilen PKK'y1 desteklemeyeceklerini ve terérle micadelede is birligi yapacaklarini duyurmalari, Tirkiye tarafindan
"diplomatik bir zafer" olarak nitelendirilmistir. Nitekim muhtiradan birka¢ giin sonra ABD Baskani Biden'in Tirkiye'ye
F16 satisini destekledigini agiklamasiyla “zafer” daha da glclenmistir (Oval, 2024).

Ugli muhtiranin ardindan gelen dénemde zorlu miizakere siirecleri devam etmis ve Finlandiya, Tiirkiye'nin veto engelini
asan ilk tlke olmustur. Turkiye Blylik Millet Meclisi, Finlandiya'nin NATO Uyeligini oylamaya katilan 276 milletvekilinin
tamaminin evet oylariyla kabul etmis ve Finlandiya, 4 Nisan 2023'te resmen NATO’nun 31. (iyesi olmustur. isveg ile yeni
bir isve¢ terdrle miicadele yasasi ve terdr suclularinin Tirkiye'ye iadesi konusunda miizakereler yapilsa da Turkiye ile
ABD arasinda F16 konusunda yiritilen esasli mizakereler, Turkiye'nin vetoyu kaldirmasindaki en 6énemli etkenlerden
birisi olmustur. Bunun sonucunda isvec'in NATO (yeligi, 23 Ocak 2024'te Turkiye Blyik Millet Meclisi'nde 187 oyla
onaylanmistir (Ovali, 2024).

Meclis'teki gorismelere katilan milletvekilleri, 6zellikle Finlandiya’nin  Tarkiye'ye yonelik olumlu yaklasimini
memnuniyetle karsilayarak bu Ulkenin NATO’ya dyelik sUrecinin hizlandirilmasina yonelik desteklerini dile getirmistir.
Milletvekilleri, Finlandiya’nin talepleri karsilama konusunda isvec’e kiyasla daha hizli ve esnek davrandigini vurgulayarak
bu durumu Turkiye’nin olumlu tutumunun temel nedeni olarak agiklamis ve AK Parti milletvekilleri, meclis oturumlarinda
Finlandiya’nin  NATO (yeligini destekleyici aciklamalar yapmislardir. Ozellikle Finlandiya’nin terérle miicadele
konusundaki somut adimlari ve Turkiye'ye yonelik silah ambargosunu kaldirmasi, AK Parti milletvekillerinin Finlandiya’ya
yonelik olumlu tavrini pekistirmistir. Gorismelere katilan MHP ve CHP milletvekilleri de Finlandiya’nin NATO Uyeligine
genel olarak destek vermislerdir.

Finlandiya’nin Tirkiye’'nin taleplerine karsi daha esnek ve ¢6zim odakli yaklasimi, bu partilerin de destekleyici
aciklamalar yapmasina neden olmustur fakat her iki parti de isve¢ konusunda cekincelerini dile getirmistir. MHP
milletvekilleri, Finlandiya’nin Tiarkiye’nin glvenlik taleplerini karsilama konusundaki yapici tutumunu memnuniyetle
karsilarken isvec’in teroérle micadelede daha yeterli adimlar atmadigini savunarak isvec’in Uyelik siirecinin askiya
alinmasi gerektigini belirtmistir. CHP milletvekilleri de Finlandiya’nin Turkiye ile olan diplomatik is birliginin dGnemine
dikkat cekerek bu ilkenin NATO uyeligine destek vermislerdir. CHP milletvekilleri isvec¢’in insan haklari ve yargi
bagimsizligi konularindaki hassasiyetlerine de dikkat cekerek NATO (yeligi siirecinde isve¢’in taleplerini degerlendirme
konusunda daha dengeli bir tutum sergilemislerdir (Semin 2023).

isve¢’te bazi PKK sempatizanlarinin organize ettigi gosteriler, Tirkiye'nin bu llkeye yonelik tepkilerini artirmis ve bu
nedenle Tiurkiye, NATO’nun bir glvenlik ittifaki oldugunu ve terdrle micadelede kati bir durus sergilemesi gerektigini
vurgulamistir. Bu baglamda Tirkiye, Finlandiya ve ozellikle isvec’ten, terér baglantili oldugu iddia edilen kisilerin
iadesini talep etmistir. Tirkiye, bu Ulkelerde PKK ve FETO baglantili kisilerin sigindigini éne siirmiis ve bu kisilerin
Turkiye'ye iade edilmesi gerektigini belirtmistir. Ayrica Turkiye’nin bu konudaki talepleri, &zellikle isvecg ile
miizakerelerin odak noktasini olusturmustur (ildem ve Ceylan, 2023). Hatta Madrid’deki Ucli Muhtira ile tesis edilen
Daimi Ortak Mekanizma’nin 26 Agustos 2022 ve 25 Kasim 2022'de yapilan toplantilarinda énemli ilerlemeler
kaydedilmesine karsin isvec'te dizenlenen Tiirkiye karsiti eylemler, siirecin duraksamasina neden olmustur (Kése,
2023).

Turkiye, Finlandiya ve isvec’in, 2019 yilinda Tirkiye’nin Suriye’nin kuzeyine yonelik operasyonlarinin ardindan
uyguladigl ambargolarin kaldiriilmasini da talep etmistir. NATO mduttefiklerinin birbirlerine yonelik ambargo
uygulamasinin NATO’nun dayanisma ruhuna aykiri oldugunu savunan Tirkiye, 6zellikle heniz bu Ulkeler NATO'ya
basvurmadan énce bile isve¢’ten bu konuda adimlar atmasini istemistir (Cetinkaya, 2020). Finlandiya, Tirkiye'ye
yonelik silah ambargosunu kaldirmada daha hizli adim atmis fakat isveg, silah ambargosunun kaldiriimasi konusunda



daha vyavas ilerlemistir. Tlrkiye, bu ambargonun kaldiriimasinin terérle miucadele kapasitesini artiracagini ve
muttefikler arasinda daha giclt bir glivenlik is birligi tesis edilecegini belirtmistir.

Isvec’in PKK’ya karsi yeterli énlemleri almadigini ve terérle micadelede Tirkiye'nin beklentilerini karsilamadigini
savunan Turkiye, taleplerinin tam olarak karsilanmadigini disiindlGgu noktalarda Uyelik strecini geciktirmistir. Tlrkiye
gibi Macaristan da Finlandiya ve isvec’in NATO uyelik siireclerini bekletme karari almis fakat Macaristan’in cekinceleri,
Turkiye'ninki kadar ayrintili ve givenlik odakli olmaktan ziyade i¢ siyasi dinamikler ve diplomatik nedenlerle
iliskilendirilmistir (Congressional Research Service, 2023). Bu baglamda Macaristan da AB ve Bati dinyasiyla zaman
zaman yasadig siyasi gerilimler nedeniyle NATO’nun genislemesi siirecine dair cekincelerini dile getirmistir.

4. Tiirkiye’nin NATO Genisleme Siirecinde Finlandiya ve isveg ile iliskileri

Turkiye, NATO’nun genisleme siirecinde, 6zellikle Finlandiya ve isvec’in tyelik basvurularini degerlendirirken iki tlkeye
yonelik farkli yaklasimlar sergilemistir. Turkiye, NATO'ya Uye olacak Ulkelerin, ittifakin glvenlik anlayisina tam olarak
uyum gostermeleri gerektigini vurgulamistir. Bu ¢ercevede Finlandiya’dan terérle micadele konusunda daha fazla is
birligi yapmasini talep etmistir. Trkiye’nin Finlandiya’ya yonelik glvenlik kaygilarinin temelinde PKK ve baglantili
gruplarin Avrupa’daki faaliyetlerine karsi yeterli tedbirlerin alinmamasi yatmistir. Finlandiya’nin bu konuda Tirkiye’nin
taleplerine olumlu yanitlar vermesi ve terérle micadele politikalarini gliclendirmeye yonelik adimlar atmasi, Turkiye'nin
bu Glkeye olan yaklasimini yumusatmistir (Kanniainen, 2022).

Turkiye, 2019 yilinda Suriye’nin kuzeyine yonelik operasyonlarindan sonra Avrupa’nin bazi Glkeleri tarafindan kendisine
uygulanan silah ambargolarindan rahatsizligini her platformda dile getirmistir. Bu ambargolar, Turkiye'nin savunma
kapasitesini olumsuz etkileyen bir unsur olarak degerlendirilmis ve Finlandiya’ya yonelik ¢ekinceler arasinda yer almis
fakat Finlandiya mizakere slrecinde, Tlrkiye'nin bu talebine olumlu yanit vererek ambargoyu kaldirmistir. Silah
ambargosunun kaldiriimasi, Tlrkiye'nin gtvenlik kaygilarinin hafiflemesine katki saglamistir. Finlandiya’nin bu adimi,
Turkiye ile olan savunma iliskilerini giclendirmis ve NATO’nun bir glvenlik ittifaki olarak muttefik Glkeler arasinda
dayanismayi artiracagi mesajini vermistir. Ayrica Tirkiye, Finlandiya’dan PKK ve FETO baglantili kisilerin iadesini de talep
etmis ve bu siirec de isvec’e kiyasla daha az sorunlu gecmistir. Terdr drgiiti mensuplarinin Tirkiye’ye iade taleplerinin
yerine getirilmesi ya da bu konuda Finlandiya’nin mizakere edilebilir bir tutum sergilemesi, Turkiye'nin glvenlik
kaygilarini bir nebze olsun hafifletmistir (Koskimaa ve Raunio, 2024). Bu adimlar, Finlandiya’nin Tlrkiye ile daha yakin
is birligi kurma ve NATO Uyelik sirecinde karsilastigl engelleri asma istegini gdstermistir.

Finlandiya, Turkiye ile olan iliskilerini gelistirmek ve NATO (yeligi strecinde yasanan sikintilari asmak icin terorle
micadele yasalarinda degisiklikler yapmistir. Finlandiya, PKK ve diger teror orgitlerine yonelik daha sert tedbirler
almaya yonelik politikalarini gelistirmistir. Bu gelismeler, Tirkiye’nin Finlandiya’yt NATO dyeligi konusunda
desteklemesine yol acmistir (Karademir, 2023). Ozellikle PKK’nin faaliyetlerinin kisitlanmasi ve bu érgitle baglantili
gruplara yonelik yasal énlemler alinmasi, Turkiye'nin glvenlik kaygilarini hafifletmistir. Tlrkiye, Finlandiya’nin bu
siirecte sergiledigi yapici tutumu memnuniyetle karsilamis ve bu Glkenin NATO (yeligine isvec’in basvurusundan énce
onay vermistir (Kictk, 2024).

Finlandiya, Turkiye'nin glvenlik endiselerine cevap vermek adina terdrle baglantili gruplarin Finlandiya’da rahatca
hareket etmelerini zorlastiracak politikalar gelistirmistir. Bu baglamda Finlandiya, demokratik hak ve 6zgurlikleri
koruma ilkesi cercevesinde PKK gibi drgitlere yonelik micadele ederken ifade 6zgirligine ve demokratik toplanma
hakkina mudahale etmemeye calismis fakat Tlrkiye'nin teror orgitleriyle baglantili gordUgu gruplara karsi yasal
cercevede daha sert dnlemler almistir. Tlrkiye, Finlandiya’nin 2019’da Tarkiye’nin Suriye’nin kuzeyine yonelik
operasyonlarindan sonra uygulamaya koydugu silah ambargosunu kaldirarak NATO mttefiki olarak glivenlik is birligini
glclendirme niyetini gostermistir (Braichevska vd., 2024). Bu adim, Finlandiya’nin Tirkiye ile daha glgli bir glvenlik
iliskisi kurma kararlihgini yansitmistir. Bu cercevede silah ambargosunun kaldirilmasi, Tirkiye’nin Finlandiya’nin NATO
dyeligini hizla onaylamasinda énemli bir rol oynamistir.

isvec’in NATO (yelik sireci, Turkiye’nin taleplerine bagli olarak daha karmasik ve zorlu bir seyir izlemistir. Tirkiye,
isvec’e yonelik taleplerini oldukca spesifik ve kapsamli bir cercevede dile getirerek bu Ulkenin terérle miicadele
konusunda daha sert tedbirler almasini istemistir. Ozellikle PKK ve FETO gibi érgiitlerin faaliyetlerine karsi daha
etkin dnlemler alinmasini talep eden Tiirkiye, isvec’in bu konuda yeterli adimlari atmadigini disiinmustir. Tirkiye,
Isvec’in PKK'nin faaliyetlerine izin verdigi ve hatta PKK’nin érgiite finansal destek saglamak ve yeni (iye kazandirmak agisindan
yurittigu eylemlere destek verdigini ileri siirmistiir (Levin,2023). Bunun yani sira Isve¢’te yasayan ve Tirkiye'nin terorle
micadele kapsaminda sucladigi kisilerin iadesi meselesi, iki Glke arasinda gerilimi artiran baslica faktorlerden biri
olmustur. Tim bu unsurlar, isve¢’in NATO uyelik siirecinin, Finlandiya’ninkine kiyasla daha yavas ilerlemesine neden
olmustur (Martin, 2024).



Turkiye'nin isvec’e yonelik en biiyiik cekincesi, PKK’ya verilen siyasi ve toplumsal destegin engellenmemesidir. Tirkiye,
Isvec’te PKK yanlisi gruplarin serbestce érgitlendigini ve isvec hilkiimetinin bu gruplara karsi yeterli adimlar atmadigini
ileri sirmistir. Ozellikle isvec’teki bazi siyasi partilerin ve milletvekillerinin PKK yanlisi séylemler gelistirmesi, Turkiye
icin blyuk bir endise kaynagi olmustur. PKK’ya bagl ya da sempatizan gruplarin isvec’te diizenledigi protestolar ve
gosteriler, Tlrkiye’nin bu Glkeye olan gilivenini sarsan olaylar arasinda yer almistir (Nisch, 2023). Tirkiye, NATO’nun bir
glvenlik ittifaki oldugunu ve isvec’in NATO’ya katilabilmesiicin PKK ile ilgili daha sert yasalar cikararak, bu tiir faaliyetleri
engellemesi gerektigini belirtmistir. Tirkiye, isve¢’ten ayrica FETO ile miicadelede de daha kararli adimlar atmasin
istemistir. FETO’niin 2016 yilinda Tirkiye’de diizenledigi darbe girisimi sonrasinda, bu érgitle baglantili bircok kisi
Isvec’e siginmistir. Tlrkiye, bu kisilerin isvec’te serbestce yasamasinin ve faaliyet gdstermesinin NATO nun ilkeleriyle
bagdasmadigini ileri siirmustir. isvec hiikiimeti ise bu konuda Tirkiye’nin iade taleplerine dogrudan karsilik vermekte
zorlanmistir. Isveg, yargl bagimsizligini gerekce gostererek, bu talepleri hemen yerine getiremeyecegini belirtmistir
(ildem, 2022). isvec hiikimetinin Tiirkiye’nin iade taleplerine karsilik vermekte tereddiit etmesi Tiirkiye’nin isvec’e olan
glvenini olumsuz etkilemistir (Ozkaya vd., 2024. Nokkala, 2022).

AK Parti milletvekilleri, isve¢’in Tirkiye’nin taleplerini yeterince karsilamadigini savunarak bu Glkenin NATO Gyeliginin
hemen onaylanmasinin mimkin olmadigini dile getirmistir. Hikimet temsilcileri mecliste yaptiklari konusmalarda
isve¢’in PKK ve FETO ile miicadelede somut adimlar atmadigini belirtmistir. Finlandiya’nin Gyeligine iliskin uygun bulma
yasasl ile ilgili yapilan oylamalarda isve¢’in NATO Uyeliginin daha fazla mizakere edilmesi gerektigi yoniinde gérisler
ortaya konmustur. Milletvekilleri, isvec’in PKK ve FETO ile miicadelede daha fazla adim atmasi gerektigini savunarak
bu Glkenin NATO Uyeliginin hemen onaylanmamasi gerektigini belirtmistir (Semin, 2023).

5. Turkiye’nin Finlandiya ve isve¢’in NATO Uyelik Stirecindeki Rolii: Bati Medyasi Perspektifi

Turkiye’nin Finlandiya ve isve¢’in NATQ’ya tiyelik siireglerindeki tavri, Bati medyasinda genis yanki uyandirmis ve bircok
farkh yorum ve elestiriyi beraberinde getirmistir. Turkiye’nin iki Glkenin NATO Uyeligini baslangicta onaylamama ve slirec
boyunca taleplerini dile getirme sekli, 6zellikle isvec ile olan gerilim Bati diinyasinda dikkat cekici bir tartisma konusu
haline gelmistir. Turkiye’'nin bu tutumu, NATO’nun genisleme politikalarina engel koyan bir strateji olarak
degerlendirilmistir (Seyaz, 2024). Bu cercevede Bati medyasi, Tirkiye’nin terorle micadele konusundaki israrini ve PKK
ile baglantil 6rgitlere karsi tutumunu anlamakta glclik cekerken bazi yorumcular Tarkiye'nin politikalarinin Rusya ile
olan iliskileri cercevesinde sekillendigi yoniinde elestiriler getirmistir.

Turkiye'nin Finlandiya ve isvec¢’in NATO Gyelik sireclerine yonelik cekinceleri, NATO’nun genislemesini geciktiren bir
unsur olarak elestirilmistir (Tucer, 2022). Ozellikle Rusya’nin Ukrayna’nin bazi bélgelerini isgalinden sonra Avrupa’nin
glvenlik kaygilart arttigi icin isvec ve Finlandiya’nin NATQ’ya katiimi Bati diinyasi tarafindan stratejik bir hamle olarak
degerlendirilmistir. Bu konu baglaminda Koskimaa ve Raunio (2024) calismasinda Finlandiya’nin Rusya'nin Ukrayna’ya
saldirisinin ardindan NATO Gyeligi basvurusuna yoénelik karar alma strecini ve bu slrecin demokratik yapilar Gzerindeki
etkilerini derinlemesine incelemis ve Finlandiya’nin bu 6nemli karar verirken uyguladigl politik strecleri analiz
etmislerdir. Bu noktada Turkiye'nin talepleri ve sireci yavaslatan tutumu, NATO icinde bir catlak yarattig seklinde
yorumlanmistir.

Onde gelen Batili medya kuruluslari, Tirkiye’nin NATO’nun genisleme sirecini giivenlik talepleri nedeniyle
geciktirdigini vurgulayarak bu durumun Rusya’ya fayda saglayan bir gelisme oldugu iddiasinda bulunmustur. Bati’'da
bazi cevreler, Turkiye'nin taleplerinin gereksiz yere NATO nun birlik ve dayanismasini sekteye ugrattigini savunarak
Tirkiye’nin bu tutumunu “stratejik bir engel” olarak tanimlamistir. Yine ayni sekilde Tiirkiye’nin 6zellikle PKK ve FETO
ile miicadele konusunda isvec’ten daha sert tedbirler talep etmesi, bazi cevrelerde olumsuz tepkilere yol agmistir
(Turgut ve Cakir, 2023). Tirkiye’nin NATO Uyelik stirecini terorle micadele talepleriyle iliskilendirmesi, Bati medyasinda
demokratik ilkeler ve insan haklari baglaminda elestirilmistir. isvec’in PKK ve diger Kirt gruplarina yonelik tutumunun
insan haklari ve ifade 6zglrlGglu cercevesinde ele alindigi Bati medyasi, Turkiye’nin taleplerini asiri kati ve siyasi baski
olarak degerlendirmistir. Bazi Batili analistler, Tlrkiye’nin bu taleplerini demokratik degerlerle bagdastirmakta gicluk
cekmis ve terorle micadele bahanesiyle ifade 6zglrlUginU kisitlayici talepler olarak yorumlamistir.

Batl dinyasindaki bazi yorumcular, Tlrkiye'nin ABD ile yapacagl bir anlasmanin parcasi olarak iki tGlkenin NATO’ya
basvurusunun onayini kullanmaya calistiginiileri sirmustir (Almeida, 2025). Tlrkiye ve ABD arasindaki iliskiler, 6zellikle
ISID'e karsi miicadelede Tirkiye'ye gdére PKK'nin uzantisi olan Suriye’deki gruplarla olan ABD’nin yakin iliskileri
nedeniyle gergin seyretmistir. Yine ayni cevreler hem bu nedenle hem de Turkiye’nin ABD’den almak istedigi F-16 savas
ucaklari nedeniyle ézellikle isve¢’in basvurusunu bir koz olarak kullandigini da ileri sirmslerdir (Reuters, 2023).

Turgut ve Cakir (2023) calismasinda ABD kamuoyunda Turkiye karsiti séylemlerin nasil insa edildigi ve bazi ¢evrelerin
dile getirdigi “Turkiye’nin NATO’dan c¢ikariimasi” soylemini incelemistir. Yazarlar, ABD medyasinda ve kamuoyunda



Turkiye karsiti soylemlerin nasil olusturuldugunu ve bu sdylemlerin NATO-TUrkiye iliskilerine nasil etki ettigini
tartismaktadir. Calismada Turkiye'nin NATO icerisindeki rolline dair elestirilerin ABD’deki yansimalari ve Turkiye'nin
NATO Uyeligine kars! ortaya cikan tepkilerin ardindaki motivasyonlar analiz edilmistir. Oysaki Tarkiye’nin NATO dyelik
siireclerinde Finlandiya ve isve¢’e yonelik tavri, biyiik élciide giivenlik kaygilarindan kaynaklanmistir.

Batili analistler, Tarkiye’nin Rusya ile stratejik ortaklik arayisinda oldugunu ve bu nedenle NATO’nun genislemesini
yavaslatan bir politika izledigini 6ne stirmustur. Bu cercevede Turkiye’'nin 6zellikle Rusya’dan S-400 flize savunma sistemi
satin almasi ve iki Ulke arasindaki enerji anlasmalari, Bati’daki Tirkiye elestirilerinin temel dayanak noktalarindan biri
haline gelmistir. Turkiye’nin bu sirecte Rusya ile dengeli bir iliski kurma cabasi, Bati medyasinda “Rusya yanhsi” bir
politika olarak yorumlanmistir (Martin, 2024).

Turkiye'nin Rusya ile olan iliskileri ve S-400 anlasmasi Gzerinden sekillenen bu gorusleri Tlrkiye, kesin bir dille reddetmis
ve NATO genisleme slrecindeki tavrinin tamamen ulusal givenlik kaygilarina dayandigini belirtmistir. Bu baglamda
Tirkiye, isveg ve Finlandiya’nin NATO’ya katiimina karsi olmadigini fakat bu tlkelerin terérle miicadelede daha fazla
sorumluluk almalari gerektigini savunmustur. Bu baglamda Karademir (2023) Turkiye'nin NATO Uyeliginin Tlrkiye’nin
glvenlik politikalarina ve stratejik karar mekanizmalarina olan etkilerini incelemistir. Karademir, Tdrkiye'nin NATO
dyeliginin hem boélgesel hem de kiresel glivenlik politikalarindaki rolini analiz etmis ve bu Gyeligin Trkiye'nin stratejik
karar alma slreclerine nasil etki ettigini tartismistir. Ayrica calisma, Tlrkiye'nin NATO igerisindeki pozisyonunu,
NATO'nun karar mekanizmalarina katkilarini ve bu Gyeligin Turkiye'nin dis politikasina etkilerini degerlendirmistir.

Turkiye, NATO’nun bir glvenlik ittifaki oldugunu ve ittifakin Gyelerinin glvenlik endiselerini ciddiye almasi gerektigini
vurgulamistir. Genel olarak Tirkiye, NATO’nun bir glvenlik 6rgttl oldugunu ve terorle muicadele konusunda
hassasiyetlerin gdz ardi edilemeyecegini belirtmistir. Tirkiye, ozellikle PKK ve FETO’niin faaliyetlerinin, sadece
Turkiye’nin degil, NATO’nun da giivenlik prensiplerine aykiri oldugunu vurgulayarak isveg ve Finlandiya’nin bu konuda
daha net adimlar atmasini istemistir (Yazar, 2024). Turkiye, Bati medyasindaki elestirilere yanit olarak, PKK'nin
Avrupa’da faaliyet gdstermesinin NATO’nun i¢ glivenligi icin de bir tehdit olusturdugunu belirtmistir. Tirkiye, isvec ve
Finlandiya’nin NATO’ya katilmadan 6nce bu tir tehditlere karsi daha siki tedbirler almasi gerektigini savunmustur. Bu
taleplerin ittifak’in giivenligi acisindan mesru oldugunu vurgulayan Tirkiye, bu tiir elestirilerin haksiz oldugunu ifade
etmistir. Tlrkiye, Bati medyasinda yer alan “Rusya yanlisi” politika izledigi yonindeki iddialari da reddetmistir (Klguk,
2024).

Turkiye, 6zellikle S-400 flze sistemi alimina yonelik elestirileri reddederek bu kararin tamamen savunma ihtiyaclari
dogrultusunda alindigini belirtmistir. Turkiye, Bati’daki bazi siyasi cevrelerin bu durumu kullanarak, Turkiye'yi
NATO’nun genisleme slrecinde engelleyici bir aktor olarak géstermeye calistigini fakat bunun gercegiyansitmadigini
savunmustur. Tirkiye, isvec ve Finlandiya ile diplomatik miizakerelerin stirdigiinii ve bu tilkelerin taleplere yanit verdigi
dlciide NATO Uyeliklerini destekleyecegini belirtmistir (ildem, 2022).

6. Turkiye'nin Basvurulara Karsi Yaklasiminin Sonuglari

Tirkiye’nin Finlandiya ve isvec’in NATO’ya katiim sireglerinde oynadigi rol, Glkenin dis politikasinda giivenlik odakli
yaklasimi net bir sekilde ortaya koymustur. Turkiye, bu sirecte 6zellikle terérle micadele, savunma politikalari ve i¢
glvenlik kaygilarini merkeze alarak taleplerini dile getirmis ve bu taleplerin karsilanmasinda somut adimlar atilmasini
beklemistir. Finlandiya ve isve¢’in NATO Uyelik siireclerinde Tiirkiye, iki Glkeye yonelik farkli bir yaklasim benimsemistir
(Kanniainen, 2022). Finlandiya ile daha yapici ve hizli bir is birligi saglanirken, isvec’in talepleri karsilama noktasindaki
yetersizlikleri sireci uzatmis ve daha karmasik hale getirmistir.

Turkiye sadece Soguk Savas zamaninda degil SSCB dagildiktan sonraki slrecte de NATO’ya pek c¢ok acgidan
azimsanmayacak dlzeyde katkida bulanan bir Glke olmustur (Kibaroglu, 2025). ABD’nin ardindan NATO'nun ikinci
blylk ordusuna sahip olan Turkiye, 1952’den beri kolektif savunmaya énemli katkilarda bulunmakta ve tim NATO
operasyon ve misyonlarinda énemli rol oynamaktadir. Bu anlamda sadik bir muttefik olarak NATO’nun énemli bir
parcasl olmasina ragmen, Tlrkiye zaman zaman bazi tutumlari nedeniyle o6rgit icinde bir "bozguncu" olarak
algilanmustir (ildem, 2024). Oysaki Tirkiye, NATO nun bir givenlik ittifaki oldugunu ve terérle miicadele politikalarinin
bu ittifakin merkezinde yer almasi gerektigini savunmustur. Bu baglamda Turkiye, terdr 6rgitleriyle micadele
konusunda bu Ulkelerin daha sert ve somut adimlar atmalarini istemistir. Tlrkiye’nin NATO genislemesine yonelik
temel taleplerinden biri, PKK ve FETO gibi terér érgitlerine karsi daha etkin bir miicadele yiritilmesi olmustur.
Turkiye, Finlandiya ve isvec’in NATO’ya tiye olmadan énce bu érgitlerin faaliyetlerini sinirlamak icin gerekli yasalari
glclendirmelerini ve terdrle mucadele alaninda Turkiye ile is birligi yapmalarini talep etmistir. Finlandiya, terorle
micadele yasalarinda dizenlemeler yaparak PKK gibi teror orgitlerine karsi daha sert 6nlemler almis ve bu da
Turkiye'nin glvenlik kaygilarini hafifletmistir. Finlandiya’nin bu yapici tutumu, Tirkiye'nin NATO Gyeligi strecini hizla



onaylamasina olanak tanimistir. isvec ise bu siirecte daha karmasik bir yol izlemis 6zellikle PKK ile baglantili kisilere
yonelik yeterli énlemlerin alinmadigini distinen Tirkiye, isve¢’in NATO Gyeligi sirecini askiya alarak daha fazla
mizakere talep etmistir (Koskimaa ve Raunio, 2024).

Turkiye, NATO Uyelik strecinde sadece terorle micadeleyi degil, ayni zamanda savunma alanindaki is birligini de 6nemli
bir mesele olarak ele almistir. Turkiye, 6zellikle 2019 yilinda baslatilan Suriye operasyonlarinin ardindan bazi Avrupa
Ulkeleri tarafindan uygulanan silah ambargolarinin kaldirilmasini talep etmistir. Bu baglamda Finlandiya, Turkiye'ye
uyguladigl silah ambargosunu kaldirarak NATO muttefikligi cercevesinde gliven insa etmistir. Bu adim, Turkiye'nin
Finlandiya’ya olan giivenini artirmis ve Gyelik siirecinin hizlanmasina katkida bulunmustur (Karademir, 2023). isvec ise
silah ambargosunu kaldirma konusunda Finlandiya kadar hizli hareket etmemistir. Bu da Turkiye'nin isvec’e yonelik
sUphelerini artirmig ve slirecin uzamasina neden olmustur.

7. Sonug

Soguk Savas’in bir Grini olan NATO bugin itibariyle 32 lyeye ulasmis durumdadir. Soguk Savas sonrasi dénemde
temelde U¢ 6nemli gelisme NATO'nun “varlik gerekgesi”’nin sorgulanmasina engel olmustur. Bunlardan ilki Soguk
Savag’in sonra ermesinin yarattigi belirsizlikler, ikincisi 11 Eylil saldirilari ve sonuncusu da Rusya’nin 2008’ten itibaren
gorinir hal alan saldirgan yaklasimidir (Tardy, 2025). Ozellikle Rusya’nin Ukrayna’ya yonelik 2022 yilindaki saldirilari
ve bunun sonucunda ortaya ¢ikan jeopolitik tehditler, Avrupa’daki glivenlik kaygilarini derinlestirmistir (Buyar ve Sener,
2023). Bu durum, Finlandiya ve isvec’in tarafsizlik politikalarini gézden gecirip NATO’ya katiima karari almasina yol
acmistir. NATO, bu iki Ulkenin ittifaka katilmasini Baltik Denizi ¢evresindeki glvenlik dengesini saglama acisindan
stratejik bir firsat olarak degerlendirmis fakat Finlandiya ve isvec’in NATO'ya (yelik stregleri, Tirkiye ve Macaristan’in
cekinceleriyle karsilasmistir. Tirkiye, her iki tlkenin de 6zellikle FETO ve PKK ve onun iltisakli gruplara karsi yeterli
adimlar atmadigini ve hatta bu orgitlere yonelik destek verildigini ileri strerek bu tutumlarin NATO’'nun guvenlik
ilkeleriyle bagdasmadigini savunmustur (Braichevska vd., 2024).

Finlandiya ve isvec’in NATO’ya Uyelik sireclerinde Tirkiye’nin oynadig rol, iki Ulkeye yonelik farkli yaklasimlar
sergiledigini gdstermistir. Turkiye'nin Finlandiya’nin NATO Uyeligini daha hizli onaylamasinin temelinde Finlandiya’nin
Turkiye'nin taleplerine karsi gosterdigi yapici tutum, givenlik endiselerine yonelik hizli ¢dzimler Gretmesi ve savunma
alanindaki is birliginin hizla gelistirilmesi yer almistir (Nisch, 2023). Turkiye, Finlandiya’dan PKK ve diger teror
orgutlerine karsi daha somut tedbirler almasini talep etmistir. Finlandiya, bu talepleri karsilamak icin terérle micadele
yasalarinda diizenlemeler yapmis ve PKK gibi drgitlerin Finlandiya’daki faaliyetlerini kisitlayici dnlemler almistir (Ozkaya
vd., 2024). Ayrica silah ambargosunun kaldirilmasi, Tirkiye’nin Finlandiya ile olan glivenlik is birligini artirmis ve NATO
Uyeligine verdigi destegi giclendirmistir. Tlrkiye, NATO mduttefiklerinin birbirlerine yonelik silah ambargosu
uygulamalariniittifakin glvenlik ilkeleriyle celiskili bulmustur (Nokkala, 2022). Finlandiya’nin tutumunu degistirmesiyle
iki Glke arasinda savunma sanayi alaninda daha genis kapsamli bir is birligi potansiyeli de ortaya ¢ikmistir. Tlrkiye, bu is
birligini NATO’nun genel glvenlik stratejisine uygun bir adim olarak degerlendirmis ve Finlandiya’nin ittifaka katkida
bulunabilecegi inanciyla NATO Uyeligini onaylama sirecini hizlandirmistir.

Finlandiya’nin dis politikasinin karakteristik unsurlarindan biri olan tarafsizligi terk ederek NATO’ya Uye olmasi Avrupa
glvenlik mimarisi agisindan Soguk Savas sonrasi dénemdeki en 6nemli kirllmalardan birini temsil etmektedir. Tlrkiye
once kendi ulusal cikarlarini dikkate alarak ayni zamanda da bolgesel ve hatta kiresel glivenlik ve savunma agisindan
NATO’nun genislemesi slirecinde belirleyici bir rol oynamistir. NATO'nun 6nemli Uyelerinden biri olarak Turkiye'nin
glvenlik odakli yaklasimi ittifak icindeki muazakere glicini test etmesi acisindan da bir gosterge olmustur. Uzun
miizakerelerin sonunda Finlandiya ve isvec’in Uyeligine iliskin veto kararini kaldiran Tirkiye NATO’nun gelecekteki
muhtemel genisleme siireglerinde de merkezi bir rol oynayabileceginin sinyallerini vermistir.
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Ozet

GUnUmuzde isletmelerin basarisina katki saglayan en 6nemli unsurlardan biri olan insan faktorinin tutum ve davranislarinin
belirlenmesi ve bu dogrultuda uygun politikalarin gelistirilmesi blytuk 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu calismada, 6rgit igerisinde insan
faktoranin tutum ve davranislarini etkileyen yoneticiye duyulan giiven, inovasyon ve yasam doyumu kavramlarina iliskin literatdr
taramasi yapilmis ve bu U¢ kavram arasindaki iliskiler incelenmistir. Bu arastirmada, Mersin ili lojistik sektoriinde gorev yapan
personellerin yoneticilerine duymus olduklari glvenlerinin inovatif disinme egilimlerini ve yasam doyumlarini nasil etkiledigini
ortaya koymak amaciyla 389 gecerli anket verisi toplanmistir. Bu veriler, SPSS 25 ve AMOS 24 programlari kullanilarak analizler
gerceklestirilmis, elde edilen bulgular detayli bicimde sunulmustur. Arastirma sonuglarina gore, yoneticiye duyulan giivenin hem
inovatif distinme egilimi hem de yasam doyumu Uzerinde pozitif ve anlamli bir etkisi oldugu gortlmastir. Bu sonuglara gore,
yoneticiye duyulan glivenin yliksek olmasi durumunda, ¢alisanlarin inovatif disinme egilimleri ve yasam doyumlarinin da yukseldigi
gorulmektedir. Calisma sonucunda elde edilen bulgularin, kurumlarin personel politikalarinin iyilestirilebilmesine katki saglamasi
beklenilmektedir. Yoneticiye duyulan given, inovatif disinme egilimi ve yasam doyumu kavramlarinin tG¢lnl birden inceleyen
arastirma olmamasi arastirmanin literatire katki saglamasi acisindan énemi ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Orgiitsel Glven, Yoneticiye Duyulan Given, inovatif Disinme Egilimi, Yasam Doyumu, Orgiitsel Davranis,
Lojistik Sektoru

Abstract

One of the most important factors contributing to the success of businesses today is determining the attitudes and behaviors of
the human factor and developing appropriate policies accordingly. In this study, a literature review was conducted on the concepts
of trust in managers, innovation, and life satisfaction that influence the attitudes and behaviors of the human factor within
organizations, and the relationships between these three concepts were examined. In this research, 389 valid survey data were
collected to reveal how the trust that personnel working in the logistics sector in Mersin province have in their managers affects
their innovative thinking tendencies and life satisfaction. These data were analyzed using SPSS 25 and AMOS 24 programs, and the
findings were presented in detail. According to the research results, trust in managers was found to have a positive and significant
effect on both innovative thinking tendencies and life satisfaction. These results indicate that when trust in managers is high,
employees' innovative thinking tendencies and life satisfaction also increase. The findings obtained as a result of the study are
expected to contribute to the improvement of personnel policies in institutions.
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1. Girig

GUnUmUz is dinyasi, hizla degisen ekonomik kosullar, yogun rekabet, belirsizlik ve artan karmasiklik dizeyiyle
tanimlanan dinamik bir yapi sergilemektedir. Bu baglamda, beklenmeyen ve yikici olaylarin ani bicimde ortaya ¢cikmasi
yalnizca bireysel kuruluslari degil, ayni zamanda ulusal ve kiresel dlgekte tim sistemleri etkileyebilecek potansiyele
sahiptir. S6z konusu durumlar, isletmelerin strdurulebilirligini tehdit etmekte ve varliklarini devam ettirmeleri agisindan
ciddi zorluklar yaratmaktadir (Ktctkoglu, 2024). Rekabet ortamlarinda bazi kuruluslar, cevresel degisimlere hizla adapte
olarak gelisimlerini strdUrlrken; bazilari ise yetersiz ya da etkisiz tepkiler sonucu faaliyetlerini sonlandirmak zorunda
kalmaktadir. Bu farkhligin temelinde, isletmelerin “dissal soklara karsi direng gosterme, uyum saglama ve toparlanma”
becerisi yatmaktadir. Literattrde bu yetkinlik, ginimUz rekabet ortaminda isletmeler agisindan son derece stratejik bir
dzellik olarak kabul edilmektedir (Pirotti ve Venzin, 2017). isletmelerin basarisini belirleyen en énemli unsurlardan biri
ise insan kaynagidir (Dogan ve Demiral, 2008). insan kaynaginin etkin yonetimi ve personel performansinin artirilmasi
baglaminda 6rgltsel davranis konusu kritik bir 6nem kazanmistir. Bu cercevede, 6rglt icinde karsilasilan davranissal
sorunlardan biri olan yoneticiye duyulan given kavrami dikkate alinmalidir. Personelin yoneticisine duydugu given,
orgite yonelik tutumlarini ve 6rgltsel bagllik dizeylerini dogrudan etkileyebilmektedir (Koy, 2011). Yéneticiye duyulan
glvenin, calisanlarin isletme yararina gelistirecekleri inovatif fikir, bulus ve dislnceler Uzerinde nasil bir etkide
bulundugunu; ayrica calisanlarin yasam doyumlarinda nasil bir degisim yarattigini ortaya koymak 6nemlidir. Bu
dogrultuda, yoneticiye duyulan givenin derecesi, calisanlarin inovatif disiinme egilimleri ve yasam doyumu algilari
arasindaki iliskinin incelenmesi, isletmelerin basari stratejileri agisindan yol gosterici olacaktir.

Son vyillarda, o6rgltsel baglilik, orgitsel glven, liderlik stilleri, is performansi, yasam doyumu, is doyumu, girisimcilik
egilimi ve rekabeti tesvik eden yonetim uygulamalari gibi konular, calisanlar Gzerindeki etkileri cok boyutlu olarak
incelenen arastirma alanlari arasinda yer almaktadir (Yilmaz, 2019; Ozsungur, 2019; Kaplan ve Demirbag, 2024; Cakmak,
2024, Isik, 2024; Firat ve Yesil, 2020).

Bu arastirmanin amaci, Mersin ili lojistik sektériinde gérev yapan calisanlarin yoneticilerine duyduklari glivenin, inovatif
distinme egilimleri ve yasam doyumlari Gzerindeki etkilerini ortaya koymaktir. Calismanin, lojistik sektdriinde ydneticiye
duyulan given, inovatif disinme egilimi ve yasam doyumu degiskenlerini birlikte inceleyen ilk ¢calisma olmasi nedeniyle
literatlire onemli bir katki saglamasi beklenmektedir. Ayrica, elde edilen bulgularin lojistik isletme yoneticilerine, is
basarisini artirma ve personel politikalarini gelistirme noktasinda yol gbsterici bir rehber olmasi hedeflenmektedir.

2. Kavramsal Cergeve

Galismanin bu bdliminde, galismanin temelini olusturan yoneticiye duyulan gliven, inovatif disinme egilimi ve yasam
doyumu kavramlari hakkinda kavramsal bilgilere yer verilmistir.

2.1. Yoneticiye Duyulan Gliven

Orglt ici iliskilerin saghkli ve verimli bir sekilde sirdirilebilmesi biyik 6l¢iide giiven unsuruna dayanmaktadir. Bu
cercevede gilven, orgltte calisanlar arasinda karsilikli olarak gelistirilen ve varligl arzu edilen temel duygulardan biri
olarak degerlendirilmektedir (Asunakutlu, 2002). Kavramsal olarak glven, bir iliskide glivenen bireyin karsi tarafa yonelik
genel degerlendirmesini ifade eden bir tutum olup, yalnizca insan iliskilerinde degil, ayni zamanda 6rgltsel yasamda da
en temel ve belirleyici unsurlardan biri olarak kabul edilmektedir (Martinez-Tur ve Peird, 2009; Ari ve Tuncay, 2010;
Korsgaard, Brower ve Lester, 2015). Oxford English Dictionary, Merriam-Webster ve Penguin English Dictionary gibi
cesitli sozliklerde giiven; kesinlik, beklenti, umut ve inanc gibi terimlerle tanimlanmaktadir. Bu baglamda, “given”
kavrami, bireyler tarafindan genellikle belirli diizeyde bir gliven ve itimat duygusu ile iliskilendiriimektedir (Deutsch,
1958; Hosmer, 1995; Mayer vd., 1995; Chan, 1997). Bir diger ifadeyle glven, kisinin kars! tarafla iliskilerinde risk alarak
savunmasiz kalma durumunda; karsi tarafin yardimseverlik, yetkinlik, daristlik, gtvenilirlik, aciklik ve saygi gibi
ozelliklere sahip olacagina dair inancini ifade etmektedir (Daly ve Chrispeels, 2008).

Rekabet avantajinin saglanmasi ve korunmasi acgisindan isletmelerin etkin ve verimli bir yapiya sahip olmalari
gerekmektedir. Bu noktada, kurumlarin almalari gereken énlemlerden biri de orgltsel glvenin tesis edilmesi ve
strdirilmesidir. Orgltsel giiven, yalnizca kurumun faaliyetlerini destekleyen bir unsur degil, ayni zamanda calisanlarin
huzurunu ve istekli bir calisma ortamini tesvik eden temel bir 6rgltsel degerdir (Sakar, 2012; Sahbudak ve Sevimli, 2016;
Camkiran, 2024). Yoneticiler, 6rgutiin hedef ve politikalarini ¢alisanlara aktarma gorevini dogrudan Ustlenmekte olup,
calisanlar yoneticileriyle etkilesimleri sirasinda 6rglte olan glivenlerine dair genellemeler yapabilmektedir. Bu baglamda,
yoneticilere duyulan glven, kimi zaman orgite yonelik glven algisini da sekillendirebilmektedir. Ancak literatlirde,
yoneticilere glven ile orglte gilvenin farkli kavramlar oldugu belirtilmektedir. Yoneticiye glven, calisanlarin



yoneticilerinin davranis ve kararlarinda tutarl olacagina dair inanclarini ifade etmektedir. Whitener, Brodt, Korsgaard
ve Werner (1958)'in “Yénetsel Guvenilirlik Modeli”ne goére, glveni insa etme slrecinin ydneticiden baslamasi
gerekmektedir. Bu baglamda, yoneticinin tutarli ve bltinlik icinde davranmasi, adil ve dengeli bir kontrol paylasimi
saglamasi, durust ve seffaf iletisim kurmasi ve calisanlarina karsi 6zen gdstermesi, yoneticiye duyulan glvenin
artmasinda kritik rol oynamaktadir (Whitener vd., 1998; Mayer vd., 1995; Tokgdz ve Seymen, 2013; Cakinberk, Onciil ve
Yilmaz, 2014).

Yoéneticiye duyulan given, giinimuz is dinyasinda etkililik, basari ve strdirilebilirlik agisindan stratejik bir 6nem
tasimaktadir. Calisanlarin, yoneticilerinin aldigi kararlari benimseme, kabullenme ve bu kararlara uyum saglama
konusundaki gonulltlikleri buytk 6lgcide bu glven duygusuyla iliskilidir (Aydinoglu, 2023). Lider-takipgi arasindaki gliven
iliskisi, karsilikli ilgi, yakinlik ve iyi niyet temelli, ylksek kaliteli bir etkilesim slrecini gerektirmektedir. Bu tir bir gliven
iliskisi, calisanlarin is tatminini artirarak performanslarinin yiikselmesine katki saglamaktadir (Hassan, 2011). Ote yandan,
yoneticiye glvenin zayIf oldugu durumlarda c¢alisanlar, ekstra gaba gostermekte isteksiz davranmakta ve performans
dlzeyleri olumsuz etkilenmektedir (Bigckes ve Yilmaz, 2017).

2.2. inovatif Disiinme Egilimi

inovatif disiince ve inovasyon kavramlari, insanlik tarihinin farkli dénemlerinde yasanan 6nemli gelismelerle
sekillenmistir. Antik Yunan filozoflari ve bilim insanlari, dislinsel cesaretleri ve merak duygulari aracihgiyla bilgi ve
teknolojinin gelisiminde 6ncl bir rol Ustlenmistir. Ronesans dénemi ise sanat, bilim ve kesif alanlarinda yasanan
canlanma ile inovasyonun temellerinin atildigi bir dénem olarak éne ¢ikmaktadir (Johnson, 2011). inovasyon terimi,
Latince “innovatus” kelimesinden tiiremis olup “yeni ve farkli bir sey yapmak” anlamina gelmektedir. Bu baglamda
inovasyon; slrec ve islemlerde yeni ve farkl fikirlerin, yéntemlerin uygulanmasi anlamina gelmekte, ayrica yeni driin ve
hizmetlerin ortaya konulmasini da kapsayarak ekonomik acidan stratejik bir 6nem tasimaktadir (Drucker, 1999).

Teknoloji ve bilgi alanindaki hizli gelismeler, bireylerin yenilikci 6zellikleri ile yakindan iliskilidir. Degisim slirecinde ortaya
cikan yenilikleri glinliik yasama aktarabilmek, bireylerin 6grenme tutumlariyla dogrudan baglantilidir. inovasyon sireci;
yaraticilik, yenilik olusturma, kesif, is birligi, farkli gérislere aciklik, disa dontkltk gibi unsurlari icermekte; ayni zamanda
problemlerin firsat olarak degerlendirilmesini ve yeni firsatlar yaratilmasini kapsamaktadir (isisag, 2024). inovatif
distince, mevcut unsurlarin 6zgln bir bicimde bir araya getirilmesiyle ortaya ¢ikan yeni fikirlerin Grintdir ve bu yonlyle
yenilik Gretmenin temel dayanaklarindan biridir (Sun ve Jiang, 2017). Bu slreg, bireyin kisisel motivasyonu, algi dizeyji,
onsezileri, yeni firsat ve problemlere yonelik farkindaligi, ¢6ziimleme ve sentez yetenegi, sorgulayici yaklasimi ve hayal
glcd ile dogrudan iliskilidir (Duran ve Saracoglu, 2009; Yang, Sun, Cao ve Qu, 2021).

inovasyonun gerceklesebilmesi, dncelikle inovatif diisinme becerisine sahip bireylerin varligina baghdir (Seving ve
Uyangor, 2020). Yenilikgi disinen bireyler, yaratici ¢ozimler gelistirerek isletmelere rekabet avantaji kazandirir;
varsayimlari sorgular, alternatif bakis acilari gelistirir ve slrekli ilerleme firsatlari ararlar. Bu bireyler, topluma fayda
saglayacak bilgi Gretme arzusu tasir ve geleneksel kaliplarin 6tesinde 6zgtn fikirler gelistirme yetenekleriyle taninirlar
(Rogers, 2003). Nitekim yenilik¢i disiinme becerisine sahip kisiler, gegmisten farkli bakis acilarini kullanarak yeni
buluslarin 6nind acabilmektedir (Yalgin, 2020).

is dinyasinda inovatif diisinme, rekabet avantaji elde etmenin temel araglarindan biridir. Yeni pazarlara giris, tiketici
ihtiyaglarinin karsilanmasi, verimliligin artirilmasi gibi hedeflere ulagmak, yenilikci yaklasimlari gerekli kilmaktadir. Bu
baglamda inovasyon, mevcut yontemlerin 6tesine gecerek daha iyi sonuglar Gretmeyi hedeflemekte ve hem toplumsal
hem de kurumsal gelisim acisindan kritik bir deger tasimaktadir. Ayrica inovasyon, Uretimde dis kaynak kullanimini
optimize etme, telif maliyetlerini azaltma ve verimliligi artirma potansiyeline sahiptir (Gil, 2024).

Bireylerin inovatif dislinme becerilerinin gelistiriimesi, yeni is alanlarinin yaratilmasina ve ulkelerin ekonomik
kalkinmasina katkida bulunabilir. Ornegin, Singapur; egitim, saglik, ulasim, enerji ve cevre gibi alanlarda inovatif
yaklasimlara dayali yatirimlar gerceklestirerek diinyanin en gelismis ve yasanabilir Glkelerinden biri haline gelmistir. Bu
nedenle yenilik¢i distinme, glinimizde ulusal politika giindemlerinde 6ncelikli konular arasinda yer almaktadir (Levent
ve Yazici, 2015; isisag, 2024).

Sonug olarak, inovasyonun isletmeler, Ulkeler ve bireyler agisindan 6nemi giderek artmaktadir. Yenilik¢i Grin ve
hizmetlerin gelistirilmesi yoluyla isletmeler, rekabet avantaji elde edebilmekte, misteri memnuniyetini artirabilmekte
ve karhliklarini strdirulebilir sekilde ylkseltebilmektedir. Bu acidan inovatif eylemler, giinimiz isletmeleri icin
strdurilebilir biiyiime ve basariya ulasmada temel bir stratejik unsur haline gelmistir (Ozbay, Oguztiirk ve Sezgin, 2020).



2.3. Yasam Doyumu

Yasam doyumu, bireyin genel refah dizeyinin énemli bir gostergesi olarak kabul edilmektedir. Pozitif psikoloji
literatlrinde yasam doyumu; mutluluk, anlam ve psikolojik saglik gibi diger refah bilesenleriyle birlikte ele alinmaktadir
(Seligman, 2011). ilk kez Neugarten (1961) tarafindan ortaya atilan yasam doyumu kavrami, giinimizde “mutluluk”
kavramiyla da iliskilendirilmekte ve cok sayida arastirmanin odak noktasi haline gelmistir. Ozellikle 2000li yillarda,
himanist psikoloji temelli pozitif psikoloji paradigmasinin gelismesiyle birlikte, yasam doyumu, mutluluk ve yasam
kalitesi gibi kavramlar akademik ilgiyi daha fazla cekmeye baslamistir. Pozitif psikoloji yaklasimi, bireyin mutlulugu
Uzerine gelistirilen teori ve ampirik calismalarin sinirli olmasindan hareketle sekillenmistir (Seligman vd., 2005; Bakan ve
Guler, 2017, Cevik ve Korkmaz, 2014; Bakan ve Amirl, 2021).

Yasam doyumu, bireylerin ¢alisma hayatinda ve bos zamanlarinda deneyimledikleri tatmin ve tatminsizliklerin bitincul
bir yansimasi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Yogun is temposu, yiuksek mesleki yeterlilik beklentileri, ydnetici taleplerini
karsilama slrecinde yasanan zorluklar, stres dizeyindeki artis ve zaman yonetimi problemleri, bireylerin islerine yonelik
bagliliklarinin azalmasina ve dolayisiyla is tatmininde dislUse neden olabilmektedir (Avsaroglu vd., 2005). Bu cercevede,
is yerinde saglanan sosyal destegin calisanlarin yasam doyumu (zerinde belirleyici bir etkiye sahip oldugu
belirtilmektedir. Aile, arkadaslar ve sosyal ¢evre ile kurulan glclu iliskiler, bireylerin yasam memnuniyetini artirmakta;
buna ek olarak, toplumsal katilim, gonullulik faaliyetleri ve sosyal etkilesim de yasam doyumuna olumlu katki
sunmaktadir (Helliwell ve Putnam, 2004).

Arastirmalar, yuksek yasam doyumuna sahip bireylerin olumsuz durumlara karsi daha pozitif bir bakis acisi
gelistirebildigini ve psikolojik dayanikliliklarini koruyabildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Yiksek yasam doyumu; sosyal iliskiler,
saglik algisi, evlilik memnuniyeti, hedeflere ulasma, benlik saygisi, 6z yeterlilik ve problem ¢ézme becerileri ile giicli bir
sekilde iliskilidir. Buna karsin, disik yasam doyumuna sahip bireyler, karsilastiklari olay ve durumlarin olumsuz yénlerine
odaklanma egilimindedir (Diener, Lucas ve Qishi, 2000; Keser, 2005; Kaba, Erol ve Glg, 2018).

3. Hipotez Gelistirme

Arastirmalar, yonetici ile calisan arasindaki gliven iliskisinin olusmasinda ve gelismesinde yonetsel davranislarin kritik bir
rol oynadigini ortaya koymaktadir (Whitener vd., 1998; Tan ve Tan, 2000). Koc ve Yazicioglu’nun (2011) kamu ve 6zel
sektor calisanlari Gzerinde gerceklestirdikleri calismada, yoneticiye duyulan glven ile is tatmini arasinda pozitif yonli bir
iliski tespit edilmistir. Benzer sekilde, Kayran, Akglindiz ve Metin’in (2022) hizmet sektorl calisanlari Gzerinde
yuruttlkleri arastirma, yoneticilere duyulan glvenin is tatmini Gzerinde anlamli bir etkisi oldugunu goéstermektedir. Koca
Balli ve Ustiin (2017) ise érgiit icerisinde gliven ortaminin olusmasinin, érgiitiin hedeflerine ulagmasini kolaylastiracagini
ve yeniliklere acikligini artiracagini ifade etmektedir.

Yoneticinin glvenilirlik dizeyi ve galisanlari ikna edebilme becerisi gibi tutum ve davraniglari, ¢alisanlarin is tatmini
Uzerinde olumlu etkiler yaratmaktadir. Ancak, calisanlarin is ortamindaki beklentilerinin yeterince karsilanmamasi, is
tatminsizligi ile sonuglanabilmektedir (Soysal ve Tan, 2013). Bozkurt'un (2023) arastirmasi, 6rgitsel glivenin artmasinin
is gorenlerin performansini da yUkselttigini ortaya koymustur. Pelit ve Gokce (2019), calisanlarin yoneticilerine olan
glven dizeylerinin ve is yasam kalitesi algilarinin genel olarak yiksek oldugunu, buna karsilik isten ayrilma niyetlerinin
distk oldugunu belirlemis; ayrica glven ve is yasam kalitesinin isten ayrilma niyeti Uzerinde etkili oldugunu tespit
etmistir.

Turhan, Képruli ve Helvaci (2018), calisanlarin is performanslari ile yoneticiye, 6rglte ve calisma arkadaslarina duyulan
gliven arasinda pozitif ydnde anlamliiliskiler bulundugunu bildirmistir. Ucok (2021) ise yoneticilerin gérev odakl liderlik
davranislarinin ve calisanlarin yasam doyumu duzeylerinin, isyeri arkadashgl Uzerinde pozitif etkiler yarattigini
gostermistir. Ashfaqg vd. (2023) tarafindan yuritllen bir arastirma, dontstmsel liderlik yaklasiminin benimsenmesiyle
birlikte takipcilerde given duygusunun artmasinin, proaktif davranislari ve yasam doyumunu yikselttigini ortaya
koymaktadir. Ciziceno ve Travaglino (2019) da orgitsel giivenin yasam doyumunu artirdigini belirtmistir.

Is tatmini ile yasam doyumu arasindaki pozitif iliski, literatiirde siklikla vurgulanmaktadir. Nitekim, Cecen ve Dingiltepe
(2012), is tatmini ylUksek bireylerin yasam doyumlarinin da yiksek olmasinin beklenen bir sonuc oldugunu ifade
etmektedir. Mincu (2015), is motivasyonu ve yasam doyumu gibi faktorlerin 6rgitsel glven ile iliskili oldugunu
saptamistir. Yilmaz ve Sinbdl (2009) ise 6gretmenlerin yasam doyumu ile okullardaki 6rgltsel glvenin; calisanlara
duyarlilik, yoneticiye glven, iletisim ortami ve yenilige aciklik boyutlari arasinda anlamli ve pozitif iliskiler bulundugunu
ortaya koymustur. Eksi, Ozgenel ve Bora (2020) benzer sekilde, 6gretmenlerin 6rgiitsel saglik ile 6rgiitsel gliven ve yasam



doyumlari arasinda pozitif ve orta dizeyde bir iliski oldugunu tespit etmistir. Asik (2017), ¢calisanlarin érgltsel glven,
orgutsel baghlk ve yasam doyumu dizeyleri ile is tatmini arasindaki iliskilerin anlamli oldugunu ve is tatmininin bu
faktorlerden etkilendigini gostermektedir. Demirtas ve Bal (2023) da is tatmini ile 6rgltsel gliven algisi arasinda ayni
yonde, orta diizeyde ve anlamli bir iliski oldugunu bildirmistir.

Omarov (2009), yoneticiye ve 6rglte duyulan given dizeylerinin is tatmini UGzerinde etkili oldugunu, ancak calisma
arkadaslarina duyulan giivenin is tatmini Gizerinde anlamli bir etkisi bulunmadigini ifade etmistir. Degirmenci, Oztirk ve
Blylkbese (2022), yoneticiye duyulan glvenin hizmet inovasyon performansi Gizerindeki etkisinde icsel motivasyon ve
orgitsel 6grenmenin kismi aracilik rolé oldugunu ortaya koymustur. Sékmen, S6kmen ve Benk (2024) ise kariyer
tatmininin, 6rgltsel gliven ile inovatif is davranisi arasindaki iliskiye ve érgutsel gliven ile dile getirme davranisi arasindaki
iliskiye kismi aracilik ettigini belirlemistir. Bu durum, kariyer tatminindeki artisin 6rgutsel glivenin inovatif is davranisi
Uzerindeki etkisini gliclendirdigini gdstermektedir.

Yetkin (2025) yasam doyumu ile inovatif is davranisi ve alt boyutlari (fikir Gretme, fikir gelistirme, fikir gerceklestirme)
arasinda pozitif ve anlamli iliskiler oldugunu tespit etmistir. Jiang ve Chen (2017), o6rgltsel glivenin yaraticilik Gzerinde
olumlu etkiler yarattigini saptamis; buna karsilik Sarani ve Heidarzadegan (2019), 6rgitsel gliven ile 6rgitsel girisimcilik
arasinda negatif bir iliski oldugunu ortaya koymustur.

Bu bulgular isiginda, ilgili literatlr degerlendirilerek arastirmanin hipotezleri su sekilde olusturulmustur.
H1.YOneticiye duyulan glven, inovatif disinme egilimini pozitif ve anlamli olarak etkilemektedir.
H,. Yoneticiye duyulan gliven, yasam doyumunu pozitif ve anlamli olarak etkilemektedir.

Hs: Yasam doyumu inovatif distinme egilimini pozitif ve anlamli etkilemektedir.

4. Arastirmanin Yontemi

Bu bolimde, 6rgit icindeki insan faktérinin tutum ve davranislarini etkileyen unsurlar kapsaminda, yéneticiye duyulan
glven, inovasyon ve yasam doyumu gibi kavramlar arasindaki iliskiler incelenmistir. S6z konusu degiskenlerin birbirleri
Uzerindeki etkilerini ortaya koymak amaciyla veriler anket yontemi ile toplanmistir. SPSS 24 ve AMOS 25 programlari
kullanilarak veri analizi gerceklestirilmis, elde edilen bulgular detayh bicimde sunulmustur.

4.1. Arastirmanin Evreni ve Olgek Bilgileri

Arastirmanin evrenini, Mersin ilinde faaliyet gosteren lojistik sektorinde gorev yapan personel olusturmaktadir.
Orneklem seciminde kolayda érnekleme ydntemi tercih edilmistir. Sekaran’in (2000) kabul edilebilir drneklem biyukligi
yaklasimina gore, yiz bin ve Uzeri evren buyUklikleri icin gerekli 6rneklem sayisi 384 olarak belirtiimektedir. Bu
dogrultuda, arastirmada %95 given dizeyi ve %5 hata payl esas alinarak 384 katilimci hedeflenmis; saha calismalari
sonucunda 400 anket toplanmistir. Eksik veya hatal doldurulan 11 anket degerlendirme disi birakilmis ve analizler 389
gecerli anket lzerinden gergeklestirilmistir.

Veri toplama araci olarak hazirlanan anket formu, 5’li Likert 6lcegine gore yapilandirilmis olup hem cevrim i¢i ortamda
hem de basili formatta uygulanmistir. Anketler, Nisan 2025 - Temmuz 2025 tarihleri arasinda lojistik sirketlerinde gorev
yapan yoneticiler araciligiyla katihmcilara ulastirilmistir. Arastirmada kullanilan 6lgekler, yerli ve yabanci literatur
taramasl sonucunda belirlenmis; gegerlilik ve glvenilirlik analizleri yapiimistir.

Anket formu dort bélimden olusmaktadir. ilk bélimde katilimcilarin cinsiyet, yas, medeni durum gibi demografik
dzelliklerine iliskin sorular yer almaktadir. Calismanin etik onayi, iskenderun Teknik Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma ve
Yayin Etigi Kurulu’nun 27.03.2025 tarihli, 06 sayili toplantisinda alinmis olup, onay numarasi 07/04/2025-176689
seklindedir.

Yéneticiye Duyulan Giiven Olgedi: Anketin ikinci bolimiinde, Caliskan (2021)’'un 3 boyutlu érgitsel giiven élceginin,
yoneticiye duyulan gliven boyutuna ait 5 maddeli ifadelerinden olusan 6l¢ek sorularindan faydalaniimistir.

Inovatif Diisiinme Egilimi Olgedi: Anketin Uclincl boliminde Bilir, Akbas ve Darica (2022) tarafindan gelistirilen tek

)}

boyutlu ve 10 maddeden olusan “Okul Oncesi Ogretmenlerine Yonelik inovatif Disiinme Egilimi Olcegi” kullaniimistir.

Yasam Doyumu élgegi: Anketin doérdinci ve son boliminde, bireylerin yasam doyumunu belirlemek amaciyla Diener,
Emmons, Larsen ve Griffin (1985) tarafindan gelistirilen “Yasam Doyumu Olcegi (Satisfaction with Life Scale)” bes
maddeden olusmaktadir. Dagh ve Baysal, (2016) tarafindan olceginin Tlrkce gecerlik ve glvenirlik calismasi yapilan
Olcekten faydalaniimistir.



4.2. Arastirmanin Modeli

Arastirmanin modeli asagidaki Sekil 1’de gdsterilen sekilde olusturulmustur.

Sekil 1. Arastirmanin Modeli

Yoneticiye Duyulan

Gilven

H. H,

inovatif Diisiinme

Yasam Doyumu Egilimi

Hs;

4.3. Glvenilirlik, Gegerlilik ve Faktoér Analizleri

Olceklerin guvenilirligini belirlemek amaciyla giivenirlik analizleri yapilmistir. Analiz sonuglarina gére, Cronbach Alfa
degerinin 0,70 ve (zerinde olmasi durumunda olcek givenilir kabul edilmektedir. Ancak, faktoérdeki madde sayisinin az
oldugu durumlarda bu alt sinir 0,60 olarak degerlendirilebilmektedir (Sipahi, Yurtkoru ve Cinko, 2008). Verilerin faktor
analizine uygunlugunu belirlemek icin Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO) testi ve Bartlett kiresellik testi uygulanmistir. KMO
degerinin 0,50 ve lzerinde olmasi yeterli gérilmekte; Bartlett testinde ise p degerinin 0,05’ten kicuk ¢ikmasi, verilerin
faktor analizine uygun olduguna isaret etmektedir. KMO degerinin 0,50'nin altinda olmasi durumunda ise veri setinin
faktorlenmesi mimkdin degildir (Field, 2000).

Tablo 1. Arastirmanin Olgeklerinin Giivenirlik Analizleri

Olcekler Cronbach Alfa Degerleri Kaiser-Mayer-Olkin Barlett Test P degeri
Yoneticiye Duyulan Glven 0,81 0,85 X?=2441 P =0,000
inovatif Distinme Egilimi 0,89 0,90 X?=3112 P =0,000
Yasam Doyumu 0,83 0,87 X?=2977 P =0,001

*P<0,05

Arastirmada kullanilan 6lceklere ait glvenirlik, gecerlik, KMO ve Bartlett testi sonuglarina gore; Yoneticiye Duyulan
Given 6lceginin givenirlik katsayisi a = 0,81, KMO degeri 0,85 ve Bartlett testi sonucu p = 0,000; inovatif Disinme
Egilimi Olgeginin glvenirlik katsayisi a = 0,89, KMO degeri 0,90 ve Bartlett testi sonucu p = 0,000; Yasam Doyumu
Olceginin glvenirlik katsayisi ise a = 0,83, KMO degeri 0,87 ve Bartlett testi sonucu p = 0,001 olarak bulunmustur. Bu
sonuglar, olgeklerin givenilir ve gecerli oldugunu gdstermekte olup, arastirmada herhangi bir madde ¢ikarma veya
degisiklik yapma geregi duyulmamistir.

Yoneticiye duyulan gliven dlcegine iliskin dogrulayici faktor analizi sonuclarina gore, faktor yikleri 0,61 ile 0,89 arasinda
degismekte ve toplam agiklanan varyans %73 olarak hesaplanmistir. inovatif diisinme egilimi 6lceginde ise faktor yiikleri
0,67 ile 0,91 araliginda bulunmus ve toplam agiklanan varyans %79 olarak belirlenmistir. Yasam doyumu 6lgeginde ise
faktor yukleri 0,68 ile 0,88 araliginda degismekte olup, toplam agiklanan varyans %77’dir. Sosyal bilimler alaninda, ¢ok
boyutlu olceklerde toplam agiklanan varyansin %60’in Gzerinde olmasi, dlgegin faktor yapisinin giicli ve yeterli oldugunu
gostermektedir (Comrey ve Lee, 1992; Hair, Black, Babin ve Anderson, 2009).

4.4, Demografik Bilgiler

Bu bolimde, arastirmaya katilan lojistik calisanlarina ait demografik 6zellikler analiz edilmistir. Analiz sonuglarindan elde
edilen veriler, Tablo 2’de belirtilmistir.



Tablo 2. Arastirmaya Yonelik Demografik Bilgiler

Cinsiyet Frekans Yizde
Kadin 136 35,0
Erkek 253 65,0
Yasiniz Frekans Yizde
18-30 221 56,8
31-40 102 26,2
41-50 66 17,0

Medeni Hal Frekans Yizde

Bekar 241 62,0

Evli 148 38,0

Egitim Durumu Frekans Yizde

Lise 65 16,7

Onlisans 161 41,4

Fakilte 119 30,6

Yiksek Lisans 44 11,3
Meslekte Galisma Sureniz Frekans Yuzde
0-5 yil 158 40,6

6-10 yil 99 25,4

11-15 vl 65 16,7

16-20 yil 52 13,4

20 ve Uzeri yil 15 3,9

Arastirmaya katilanlarin demografik 6zellikleri incelendiginde, anketlere cevap verenlerin, %35’inin kadin, %65’inin
erkek oldugu, %56,8’inin 18-30 yas araliginda ve %26,2 ile 31-40 yas araliginda olduklari gérilmastir. Arastirmaya
katilanlarin %62’sinin bekar, %38’inin evli oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir. Ayrica, arastirmaya katilanlarin %41,4’Gnin
onlisans, %60,6’sinin fakllte mezunu oldugu gorilmektedir. Arastirmaya katilanlarin meslekte calisma sireleri
incelendiginde %40,6’sinin 0-5 yil arasinda %25,4’Unln ise 6-10 yil arasinda ¢alistiklari sonucu elde edilmistir.

4.5. Korelasyon ve Regresyon Analizleri

Arastirmanin degiskenleri olan ydneticiye duyulan glven, inovatif disinme egilimi ve yasam doyumu arasindaki iliski
durumunu belirlemek Gzere arastirma verileri normallik testine tabi tutulduktan sonra, verilerin ortalamalarinin normal
dagildigi gérilmustur. Dolayisiyla parametrik test olan Pearson korelasyon analizi gerceklestirilmistir. Bu analiz sonuclari,
asagidaki Tablo 3’te gosterilmektedir.

Tablo 3. Pearson Korelasyon Analiz Sonuglari

Yéneticiye Duyulan Given  inovatif Disiinme Egilimi  Yasam Doyumu

Pearson Korelasyon 1
Yoéneticiye Duyulan Glven Anlamlilik Dzeyi
Orneklem Sayisi 389
Pearson Korelasyon ,534%* 1
inovatif Disiinme Egilimi Anlamlilik DUzeyi ,004
Orneklem Sayisi 389 389
Pearson Korelasyon ,411%* ,678%* 1
Yasam Doyumu Anlamlilik DUzeyi ,002 ,001
Orneklem Sayisi 389 389 389

** p<0,005

Tablo 3’te, arastirmaya katilan lojistik sektort calisanlarinin yoneticilerine duyduklari given algisi ile inovatif distinme
egilimi ve yasam doyumuna iliskin algilari arasindaki iliskiyi belirlemek amaciyla Pearson Korelasyon Analizi yapiimistir.
Analiz sonuglarina gore, yoneticilere duyulan gliven ile hem inovatif disinme egilimi (r= 0,534, p =0,004) hem de yasam
doyumu (r= 0,411, p = 0,002) arasinda pozitif ve anlamli bir iliski bulunmaktadir. Dolayisiyla, degiskenler arasinda
istatistiksel olarak anlamli ve pozitif yonli bir iliski oldugu soylenebilir.



Arastirmanin degiskenleri olan yodneticiye duyulan given, inovatif disiinme egilimi ve yasam doyumu arasindaki etki
dizeyini belirlemek amaciyla arastirma verileri Uzerinden regresyon analizleri gerceklestirilmistir. Regresyon analizi
sonuclarina iliskin bulgular Tablo 4’'te sunulmustur.

Tablo 4. Regresyon Analiz Sonuglari

Degiskenler ve Boyutlar B1 B2 C.R. P
Yoneticiye Duyulan Glven —> inovatif Diistinme Egilimi ,538  ,566 3,216 rxk
Yoneticiye Duyulan Glven —> Yasam Doyumu ,413 444 4,632 Ak
Yasam Doyumu —> inovatif Distinme Egilimi ,681  ,699 2,809 Ak

(B1: Standart Katsayilar, B2 Standart Olmayan Katsayilari, ***p<0,001).

Sekil 3’ te arastirmaya yonelik gerceklestirilen regresyon analiz sonuglarina gore, Mersin ili lojistik sektériinde galisan
personellerin yoneticilerine duyulan glvene yonelik algilarinin inovatif distiinme egilimi algilarini (p=0,000< 0,001)
anlamlilik dizeyi dikkate alinarak, (0,538), yasam doyumuna yonelik algilarini da (0,681) katsayisi kadar pozitif ve anlamli
olarak etkiledigi ortaya cikmistir. Dolayisiyla arastirmanin, HiYoneticiye duyulan given, inovatif disiinme egilimini
pozitif ve anlamli olarak etkilemektedir ve H,. Yoneticiye duyulan glven, yasam doyumunu pozitif ve anlamli olarak
etkilemektedir seklindeki iki hipotez kabul edilmistir. Arastirmanin diger sonuglarina gére, Mersin ili lojistik sektériinde
calisan personellerin yasam doyumuna yonelik algilarinin inovatif disinme egilimi algilarini (p=0,000< 0,001) anlamlilik
dlzeyi dikkate alinarak, (0,681) katsayisi kadar pozitif ve anlamli olarak etkiledigi ortaya ¢cikmistir. Dolayisiyla, Hs; Yasam
doyumu inovatif distinme egilimini pozitif ve anlamli etkilemektedir seklindeki son hipotez de kabul edilmistir. Hipotez
sonuclarina iliskin bulgular Tablo 5'te sunulmustur.

Tablo 5. Hipotez Sonuglari

H1.Yoneticiye duyulan glven, inovatif disinme egilimini pozitif ve anlamli olarak etkilemektedir. KABUL
H2. Yoneticiye duyulan giiven, yasam doyumunu pozitif ve anlamli olarak etkilemektedir KABUL
Hs: Yasam doyumu inovatif disinme egilimini pozitif ve anlamli etkilemektedir. KABUL

5. Sonug ve Oneriler

Orgutlerde planlanan faaliyetlerde karar verme ve verilen kararlarin uygulanmasini saglamada ydneticilerin dogrudan
etkisi bulunmaktadir. Yoneticiler, calisanlarin isleri yapma bicimlerini ve sergiledikleri davranislari sekillendirmede kritik
bir rol Ustlenmektedirler. Calisanlarin islerini etkin bir dizeyde gerceklestirmeleri ve sonucta olumlu performans
gostermeleri, yoneticilerin karsilastigl en buytk zorluklardan biri olarak kabul edilmektedir (Lin vd., 2020). Ayrica,
yoneticiler calisanlarin davranis ve tutumlarini motive etmede 6nemli bir konumdadir (Rich, 1997). Calisanlar,
yoneticilerine duyduklari glven oraninda tim c¢aba ve kaynaklarini yoneticinin beklentilerine uygun bicimde
yonlendirebilmektedirler (Dirks ve Ferrin, 2001).

Bu arastirmada, Mersin ili lojistik sektoriinde gorev yapan personelin yoneticilerine duyduklari glvenin, inovatif
distinme egilimleri ve yasam doyumlari Uzerindeki etkileri analiz edilmistir. Elde edilen sonuclar, yoneticiye duyulan
glvenin hem inovatif distinme egilimi hem de yasam doyumu Gzerinde pozitif ve anlamli etkisi oldugu ortaya ¢ikmistir.
Bu bulgulara gore, ydneticiye duyulan givenin yiksek olmasi durumunda c¢alisanlarin inovatif disinme egilimleri ve
yasam doyumlarinin da arttig1 sdylenebilir. Bu sonuglar literatiirde daha dnce yapilan calismalari destekler niteliktedir.
Calisanlarin yoneticilerine olan gliven dizeylerinin artmasiyla is tatmini, is performansi, is yasam kalitesi, yasam doyumu,
orgutsel baglilik ve yeniliklere aciklik dizeylerinin yikseldigi cesitli arastirmalarda ortaya konmustur (Kog ve Yazicioglu,
2011; Kayran, Akgiindiiz ve Metin, 2022; Koca Balli ve Ustiin, 2017; Soysal ve Tan, 2013; Bozkurt, 2023; Pelit ve Gokge,
2019; Ucok, 2021; Ciziceno ve Travaglino, 2019; Asik, 2017).

Arastirmanin bir diger 6nemli sonucuna gore, mersin ili lojistik sektérinde calisan personelin yasam doyumu algilarinin
inovatif disinme egilimini pozitif ve anlamli bir sekilde etkiledigi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu durum, yasam doyumu yiksek olan
bireylerin daha yenilikci ve yaratici distiinme egiliminde olduklarini gdstermektedir.

Calismanin sonuclarina dayanarak, lojistik sektorl ydneticilerinin personellerine gliven asilamasi ve calisanlarin
yoneticilerine duydugu glvenin artiriimasi isletme basarisi acisindan kritik bir 6neme sahiptir. Bu baglamda, lojistik
sektorid yoneticilerinin, kurum igindeki gliven ortamini gelistirmeye yonelik politikalar gelistirmeleri dnerilmektedir. Bu
calisma, lojistik sektorliinde gerceklestiriimis olmasi ve yoneticiye duyulan glven, inovatif disinme egilimi ile yasam
doyumu degiskenlerinin birlikte incelendigi ilk calisma olmasi nedeniyle literatire 6nemli bir katki  sunmasi



beklenmektedir. Ayrica, lojistik isletme yoneticileri icin is basarisini artirmaya yonelik yol gosterici bir rehber niteligi
tasidigl soylenebilir.

Calismanin bazi sinirliliklari da bulunmaktadir. incelenen kavramlarin dogasi geregi, veri toplama siirecinde calisanlarin
potansiyel glvensizligi ve kurumlarin tepkilerinin ényargi olusturma riski mevcuttur. Ayrica, veri toplama yalnizca anket
yontemiyle gerceklestirilmis olup, katilimci sayisi ve genellestirilebilirlik acisindan sinirli kalmistir. Zaman kisitlamalari
nedeniyle nitel ve kesitsel veri toplama yontemleri kullanilamamistir. Gelecek arastirmalarda farkl yontemlerle daha
kiclk ve cesitli 6rneklemler Gzerinde calisilmasi 6nerilmektedir. Ayrica, arastirma modelinin organizasyonel yapl,
isletme bUyUklGgu ve yasal statlye gore farklilik gdsterebilecegi goz dniinde bulundurularak, bu degiskenlerin etkisinin
de incelenmesi tavsiye edilebilir. Ozellikle tiizel kisiligi olmayan isletmelerin bu degiskenlerden daha olumsuz etkilenme
potansiyeli bulunmaktadir.
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1. Introduction

The Israel-Hamas war has long been an inseparable part of the broader Israeli-Palestinian conflict, which has deep
historical, political, and social roots. The latest wave of clashes, which erupted on October 7, 2023, has not only
escalated tensions between the parties but has also evolved into a new and highly complex phase on a global scale,
posing a significant threat to international security. The active involvement of various state and non-state actors—most
notably the Houthis in Yemen—has both intensified the violence and paved the way for the conflict to extend beyond
its regional boundaries, spreading across a wider geography. This war has reignited the Palestinian struggle for
liberation, but it has also triggered Israel’s harsh and disproportionate response. According to the Gaza Ministry of
Health, at least 53,010 Palestinians have been killed and 119,919 injured since October 7, 2023. The Gaza Government
Media Office has put the death toll at over 61,700 and reported that thousands more are likely missing under the rubble.
A tragedy of this scale has brought to the forefront the urgent need to reexamine the concepts of "terrorism" and
"resistance," sparking profound debates over fundamental principles such as legitimacy, justice, and international moral
responsibility.
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Academic interest in the phenomenon of resistance has been steadily increasing across a wide range of disciplines,
including sociology, anthropology, cultural studies, geography, political science, and gender studies, gaining a growing
degree of interdisciplinary conceptual depth (Hollander and Einwohner, 2004). Questions such as “Is resistance
inherently negative?” or “Does resistance fuel terrorism?” not only interrogate the meaning of the concept but also
challenge its boundaries of legitimacy. Through such questions, debates emerge over whether resistance is always
destructive, threatening, or unlawful, or whether, in certain contexts, it can be understood as a legitimate and creative
expression of the pursuit of social change and justice. Thus, these questions do more than outline a conceptual
framework; they offer significant insights into how resistance can be situated at social, political, and ethical levels. In
this regard, the question of whether resistance can or should be equated with terrorism, violence, or radical ideologies
plays a central role in defining the boundaries and connotations of the concept.

This article therefore aims to reveal that resistance is a multifaceted, flexible, and constantly evolving phenomenon that
manifests in diverse forms and through various expressions. Depending on the academic discipline defining it, resistance
can span a wide range—from armed guerrilla warfare to symbolic gestures (Lee, 2017). The concept of resistance has
been defined in a variety of ways, including efforts to protect interests, refusal to comply or cooperate, actions taken
against oppression, or practices of challenging authority (Hollander and Einwohner, 2004). As can be seen, the concept
has often been associated with anti-social attitudes, destructive behaviors, reactionary or revolutionary ideologies,
sudden and unusual outbursts of violence, and emotional reactions. This study, however, seeks to move beyond such
narrow and reductionist approaches by exploring the distinctive features and conceptual boundaries of this social
phenomenon through a critical review of existing literature. The article is largely informed by social movement theory
and collective action theory. It also aims to understand how resistance may evolve into terrorism, to uncover the
strategic dynamics of resistance, and to discuss the benefits of analyzing resistance as a strategic tool. Furthermore, this
study aims to offer a novel and thought-provoking contribution to the emerging interdisciplinary field of “resistance
studies” within the social sciences.

According to the study, the concept of resistance can be perceived differently depending on the context, both as
terrorism and as a legitimate means of social change. Accordingly, Hamas's resistance strategy is a multilayered
structure that includes military, political, and diplomatic dimensions and is constantly evolving and transforming. Can
Hamas’s dynamic structure become even more complex through the interventions of regional and global actors?
Indeed, previous failed global initiatives—such as the Oslo Accords—have been observed to trigger the continuity of
resistance and an escalation of violence. The final and perhaps most important question is: “Although Hamas is linked
to Islamist movements by nature, do definitions of terrorism sufficiently reflect the multifaceted nature of this
organization?” In this article, the author examines and synthesizes different bodies of literature that refer to the concept
of resistance, aiming to clarify both its theoretical meaning and its sociological functionality through the example of
Hamas. Within this framework, the article emphasizes that the ongoing and complex conflict between Hamas and Israel
is rooted in historical, territorial, and religious dimensions. The failure of past negotiation processes—such as the Oslo
Accords—between the Palestinian Authority and Israel, along with Israel’s settler-colonial approach, has not only failed
to contribute to securing Palestinian rights but has also deepened prejudice and hostility toward Israel. In this context,
the idea that resistance is a continuous and inevitable necessity for reclaiming rights and defending against Israel’s
aggressive policies has become deeply entrenched among Palestinians.

This study aims to challenge the conventional, often one-dimensional perceptions of Hamas and to offer a more
comprehensive, realistic, and contextually grounded perspective on the concept of terrorism in the Middle East. By
focusing on the questions “What is Hamas?” and “What is Hamas not?”, the article underscores the need to assess the
organization not solely as a resistance, but also in light of its political and societal impact on the Palestinian context.
Accordingly, the study is structured around the following key questions: How does Hamas construct and employ the
concept of resistance? What does the organization’s political transformation signify for Hamas itself? Does this
transformation indicate an ideological shift, or merely a tactical repositioning? Given its ideology, tactics, and social
base, can Hamas be considered an anti-systemic organization? Through these questions, the analysis provides a more
balanced and multidimensional assessment of Hamas.



2. Resistance and Terrorism

According to Crenshaw (1995: 9), the choice of concepts not only shapes language but also molds human consciousness,
directly influencing our perceptions of the legitimacy of political authorities around us. She argues that language holds
the power to shape societal expectations regarding how a particular issue is defined, framed, and resolved. In this
context, the role of language in social construction becomes especially evident in the definition of contested concepts
such as terrorism. Terrorism is a socially constructed phenomenon that emerges in the public sphere and is perceived
differently depending on the context by particular cultural, linguistic, and other social groups. Schmid’s (2011) work,
which offers a comprehensive framework for understanding the concept of terrorism, highlights this diversity by
including an appendix listing 250 different definitions found in academic and political literature.

When examining the historical origins of terrorism, the etymology of the word and its early applications are particularly
noteworthy. The Latin term terror, terroris means “fear” and is derived from the verb terreo, which means “to frighten”
or “to terrify.” The earliest recorded acts of terrorism in history were carried out by Jewish resistance groups in ancient
Palestine who opposed Roman rule—namely the Zealots (fanatics) and the Sicarii (dagger-men) (Horsley, 1979; Law,
2024). Following these examples, the medieval period also marked a phase in which terrorist acts became more
systematic. In particular, from the late 11th to the 13th century, the radical Islamist sect known as the Assassins
(Hashashin), founded by the Iranian Hassan-i Sabbah, carried out systematic and targeted assassinations against
Christians, rival Islamic factions, and political figures throughout the Near East (Rothenberger, 2023).

The term “terrorism” in its modern sense was first used in everyday language during the later stages of the French
Revolution, specifically in reference to the oppressive period of 1793-1794 under the Jacobin regime led by Maximilien
de Robespierre, referred to as the régime de la terreur (Reign of Terror). In this context, the term originally referred to
violence perpetrated by the state or ruling authorities—that is, state terrorism. Under the Jacobin regime, it especially
described the aristocracy’s use of violence and the mass execution of perceived enemies of the state by guillotine. Later,
the term was adopted by Russian anarchists to describe violence and resistance directed against the state, and it came
to be associated with the actions of insurgents rebelling against government authority (Jenkins, 2003).

The possibility of engaging in political negotiations or making concessions with an actor labeled as a “terrorist” is
effectively eliminated. Such an actor is not positioned as a legitimate interlocutor, but rather as an illegal and
threatening element; accordingly, the response to them is usually asymmetrical and predominantly military in nature.
This labeling process functions not merely as a discursive classification but also as an ideological mechanism that
sharpens the boundaries between “us” and “the other” (Rothenberger, 2023).

The culture of terror is characterized by an institutionalized mechanism of “collective fear,” aimed at keeping the lower
strata of society in a constant state of anxiety. In such a system, anyone who opposes the political status quo faces
continuous threats of repression, torture, and death (Sluka, 1995). Repression breeds resistance, and repressive
cultures tend to produce forms of social resistance; at times, this evolves into a culture in which resistance becomes a
way of life (Sluka, 1995). The persistence and pervasiveness of repression foster a strong sense of solidarity and unity
among individuals living under such conditions. Within this intense climate of oppression, individual acts of resistance
gradually transform into a collective struggle, giving rise to a resilient spirit across all segments of society. As a result,
among communities that have experienced violence and injustice, a broader culture of resistance has emerged—one
that not only encompasses individual defiance but also seeks social change and solidarity. This culture reflects not only
the community’s capacity to withstand oppression but also its power to redefine itself and generate societal
transformation (Sluka, 1995).

Resistance studies constitute a rapidly developing yet still theoretically immature field within the social sciences. The
field encompasses a wide array of concepts and forms of action associated with resistance, which in turn generates
conceptual ambiguity and theoretical fragmentation (Hollander and Einwohner, 2004; Baaz et al., 2016). Within the
resistance literature, various forms of action linked to goals, intentions, and (class) interests are frequently emphasized.
Paul Routledge defines resistance particularly as actions “guided by intent,” while Viegas Fernandes characterizes it as
counter-hegemonic attitudes, behaviors, and practices aimed at undermining hierarchical distinctions between social
categories and challenging dominant powers. According to Fernandes, the ultimate goal of such forms of resistance is
the more equitable and just redistribution of power. In their work on the “geographies of resistance,” Steve Pile and
Michael Keith (1997) describe resistance as an unrelenting stance against power and as people fighting for freedom,



democracy, and humanity. This definition frames resistance within a normatively affirming perspective—that is, it
portrays resistance as an inherently positive, moral, and just form of struggle (Baaz et al., 2016).

Resistance is not merely a phenomenon that manifests through explicit political actions, uprisings, or wars; it can also
become visible in the fundamental practices, symbols, and meaning systems of everyday life. In this context, resistance
may emerge in the form of passive or symbolic opposition that does not involve direct confrontation with dominant
cultures or power structures but nonetheless carries a profound political significance. Unlike acts based on violence,
such forms of resistance gain legitimacy through social solidarity, identity formation, and the preservation of cultural
continuity. This dynamic is clearly observed in the case of Hamas. The organization’s activities aimed at preserving
identity within educational institutions, the creation of social welfare networks, and the use of religious symbols and
narratives in public discourse can be considered forms of resistance that do not involve physical violence yet convey a
powerful political message. These practices sustain the collective memory of Palestinian society while reproducing a
sense of identity and belonging. Therefore, resistance should not be understood merely as rebellion or armed struggle,
but rather as a multilayered social phenomenon shaped around culture, memory, and identity (Nordstrom, 1992).

However, when the potential of resistance combines with a conscious process of organization, it can transition from the
symbolic to the political sphere. The historical development of Hamas represents a typical example of this
transformation: initially emerging with the aim of promoting social solidarity and protecting identity, the movement
gradually evolved into an organized politico-military structure. This process demonstrates that resistance is not static
but rather a dynamic phenomenon that transforms according to contextual conditions. Consequently, resistance must
be regarded as an unpredictable and multilayered social reality encompassing social, cultural, and political dimensions
(Nordstrom, 1992: 7).

At times, resistance may assume a purely disruptive or obstructive character. However, in most cases, like other social
practices, it possesses a generative quality; at the very least, while dismantling certain structures, it simultaneously
contributes to the creation of new relationships, ideas, products, discourses, and social activities. Resistance expands
the range of choices available to individuals and communities; by unsettling the power relations that define identities,
actions, and social positions, it opens up possibilities for their reconfiguration (Baaz et al., 2016). The distinction
between terror and resistance becomes particularly evident when examined through a moral lens. Resistance is typically
driven by the pursuit of legitimate rights such as independence, freedom, and justice on behalf of a community or
people. Even when it involves the use of violence, resistance generally seeks to avoid civilian casualties. It is regarded
as a morally justifiable form of struggle because it aims to oppose injustice and oppression. Terrorism, on the other
hand, lacks a moral foundation, as its primary aim is to instill fear among civilians, targeting innocent individuals and
thereby undermining social order and security. The methods employed by terrorism directly threaten noncombatants,
making it difficult to attain moral legitimacy; thus, terrorism stands in contradiction to ethical and humanitarian values.

A paradox may arise from this distinction: although resistance is often viewed as a legitimate and morally grounded
form of struggle, the boundaries can become blurred in certain situations. When a resistance movement—despite
pursuing rightful aims and opposing an oppressive power—employs tactics that result in civilian casualties or harm to
innocent people, it begins to drift away from a morally defensible position. In such cases, the legitimacy of resistance
comes into conflict with the moral basis of violence. A struggle initiated in the name of freedom and justice may begin
to resemble terrorism if the methods used become ethically unacceptable, thereby causing a morally justified cause to
paradoxically lose its moral legitimacy. This paradox can lead to a situation in which a movement is perceived both as a
legitimate form of resistance and simultaneously as an instance of terrorism, depending on the nature of its actions
(Frisch, 2009).

Many groups attempt to strike a balance between strategic and psychological factors, although ultimately one tends to
outweigh the other (Chesterton et al., 2024). Decision-makers within militant groups typically navigate between rational
choices and psychological influences. The use of violence against civilians by militant groups can have various
motivations, and two main theories explain this phenomenon: The instrumental perspective holds that militant groups
use violence against civilians as a rational strategic tool to achieve their objectives. Even ideologically extreme violence
serves a strategic purpose, as this approach views violence primarily as a means to an end. The psychological/ideological
perspective, on the other hand, focuses on internal group dynamics, sacred values, and deeply held beliefs to
understand militant behavior. According to this view, acts of violence are not solely aimed at strategic goals; they are



also triggered by the group’s shared ideological convictions and intra-group interactions (Chesterton et al., 2024: 31;
Mete and Glindogmus, 2021).

Although the terms militant group and terrorist organization both refer to entities that tend to use violence to pursue
ideological, political, or religious goals, they do not mean the same thing and often carry different connotations
depending on the context. Militant groups may use violence, but it is generally directed toward clear ideological or
strategic objectives. Additionally, militant groups often engage in political and social activities alongside violent actions.
In contrast, terrorist organizations usually do not pursue such social initiatives, as their primary goal is to convey a
political, social, or ideological message through the spread of fear. However, these definitions are often shaped by
political motivations.

Finally, elections provide unique political opportunities for resistance. In contexts where elections are used to establish
political legitimacy, resistance potential emerges (Lee, 2017). Although not all resistance movements arise from
economic downturns, certain economic conditions such as income inequality, unemployment, and inflation are strongly
correlated with the emergence of resistance movements (Lee, 2017). Nevertheless, this relationship is not always linear.
For instance, despite similar economic conditions in the Middle East during the 1980s and 1990s, uprisings only emerged
in some countries; similarly, despite comparable economic indicators in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and Tunisia,
major uprisings occurred only in Algeria and Egypt. This exemplifies the complexity of economic factors in driving
resistance and shows that resistance cannot be explained solely by economic conditions but must also be examined
within a broader context that includes social, cultural, political, and historical factors (Lee, 2017: 48).

3. Historical Roots, Ideology and Rise of Hamas as A Distinctive Structure

HAMAS, abbreviated from the Arabic Movement-ul Mukavemet-ul Islamiyyeyye, means "Islamic Resistance Movement"
(Alsarhi and Ahmad, 2016: 1-11; Atuonwu et al., 2021). In December 1987, cleric Sheikh Ahmed Yassin founded Hamas
in response to the popular uprising known as the intifada, while Sheikh Ahmed Ismail Hasan Yasin, the founder of the
movement organized against the Israeli occupation in the Sheikh Radwan region of Gaza, founded Hamas. Yassin
previously led al-Mujama' al-Islami (Islamic Centre), an organization that coordinated political activities in Gaza on behalf
of the Muslim Brotherhood. In the same year, Izzeddin Al Qassam, the military wing of the organization, was established.
Hamas emerged in the Gaza Strip in the early days of the Palestinian uprising in December 1987 and quickly took a
leading role in the violent struggle against Israel (Jensen, 2008: 141; Taraki, 1989). The movement, which grew out of
the Muslim Brotherhood, first founded in Egypt in 1928 and active in Palestine since the 1940s, believed that Islamic
law and principles were necessary to transform Palestinian society into a single center (Schanzer, 2008: 13). When the
first intifada broke out at the end of 1987, the Muslim Brotherhood's need to compete with the nationalist groups of
the PLO in the fight against Israel spurred the establishment of Hamas (Alsarhi and Ahmad, 2016 Hroub, 2010, Malka,
2005).

Like many other fundamentalist Islamic movements, the Muslim Brotherhood regards jihad as a general duty incumbent
upon all Muslims; however, it prioritizes the establishment of “true Islam” across the Muslim world before engaging in
violent jihad against Israel. According to this view, military struggle should follow only after religious and social reform
has been achieved. In contrast, Hamas reverses these priorities. As a movement centered on national liberation, Hamas
argues that jihad must first focus on the liberation of all Palestinian territories. Only after achieving this goal should
Muslims turn their attention to restoring “true faith” across the broader Islamic world. This distinction reflects Hamas'’s
emphasis on immediate political struggle over broader religious transformation (Gupta and Mundra, 2005). To achieve
this independently, Hamas added a foreign affairs department to its political structure as it gained support during the
first Intifada years. When it did so, it felt strong enough to withdraw from the Muslim Brotherhood and become an
independent organization (Baconi, 2007: 131). In fact, the ideological consolidation of this movement also reflects the
deep traumas experienced behind the Intifadas. The 1948 Arab-Israeli War, which led to the establishment of Israel and
the collapse of Palestinian society, is described in Israeli narratives as an unforgettable miracle where a small Jewish
David defeated a giant Arab Goliath. On the other hand, for Palestinians, the 1948 war created the Nakba (catastrophe),
a collective trauma that displaced more than 750,000 Palestinians and has left a lasting mark on nearly every
Palestinian’s consciousness. Thus, the collective memory, formed through a sense of historical injustice and
dispossession, has generated a legitimate motivation for resistance and a desire to claim fundamental rights.



It is not accurate to place Hamas on the same level as Islamist terrorist organizations, as it possesses several distinct
and arguably more positive features. First and foremost, Hamas emerged as a product of resistance. It is not merely a
group carrying out armed actions but also a political actor that entered the Palestinian political arena by forming a
government after the 2006 elections. With its remarkable victory in the Palestinian Legislative Council elections, Hamas
transitioned from being a fringe movement to a significant political force with a broad support base. Beyond its armed
struggle against Israel, Hamas functions as a complex organization that engages in policy-making and provides services
such as healthcare, education, and social aid. Rather than simply opposing Fatah’s secular approach, Hamas positions
itself as a viable Islamic alternative. While rooted in an Islamist ideology, Hamas has gradually shifted its discourse
toward a more rational, pragmatic, and nationally oriented political understanding. Its electoral success stems not from
extremism but from a centrist and inclusive political stance. Without relying on a charismatic leadership figure, Hamas
has managed to establish itself as a strong grassroots movement deeply embedded in Palestinian society.

Hamas also stands out as the only Islamist organization that openly opposes Israel’s settler-colonial and Zionist policies
in the region, making it, in Israel’s view, the most threatening Islamist group. Its founding charter contains anti-Semitic
language and rejects the legitimacy of the Israeli state, reinforcing this perception. However, unlike global jihadist
organizations, Hamas has confined its acts of violence to the Israeli-Palestinian context, maintaining a clear and localized
scope of operations. In the eyes of many Palestinians, Hamas represents a force capable of retaliating against Israeli
aggression, thus serving as a symbol of deterrence. On the other hand, due to its attacks targeting Israel, Hamas is
designated as a terrorist organization by many states and international institutions, including the European Union, the
United Nations, and Israel. While it occasionally uses violence and terror for political purposes, Hamas is not solely
defined by its military tactics. Its multidimensional character—as a political actor, a military force, and a social
movement—requires a more nuanced and comprehensive evaluation beyond traditional definitions of terrorism.

It can be said that Hamas is not a monolithic entity with fixed goals and strategies. It is analytically important to
distinguish between Hamas's "grassroots" activists and its military wing (Gunning, 2023). Hamas has a combination of
“horizontally and vertically differentiated positions”. Vertically, Hamas maintains a rigid line of command to facilitate its
various functions (security, military, political, and preaching), while horizontally it relies on a network of informal
relationships to maintain local support. Hamas, on the other hand, is an umbrella organization that encompasses three
broad subdivisions: civil society (charities and educational institutions), political party (Al-Maktab al-Siyasi or Political
Bureau), and military wing (Ezz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades). If we look at these sections one by one; a) While
implementing new violant tactics, Hamas also played a role as a religious and charitable organization providing social
welfare services to Palestinians, particularly those living in the Gaza Strip, using a network of social institutions, including
schools, medical clinics, and food distribution networks. Hamas has used its network of social institutions, including
schools, medical clinics, and food distribution networks, to build a broad power base beyond its natural ideological base
(Chehab, 2007: 130). The Islamic movement has become a vital source of support for hundreds of thousands of
Palestinians, filling the gap left by a lack of state-supported social services (Jensen, 2008). Such activities gave Hamas
greater legitimacy among Palestinians b) Hamas established the government in Gaza by winning many seats in the
elections held in the Gaza Strip in 2006. However, post-election conflicts with Israel increased with the control of Hamas.
Many countries and organizations consider Hamas as a terror organization (Jensen, 2008: 141).

It is essential to underscore the significance of key political shifts that have played a seminal role in facilitating the
emergence of Hamas (Gunning, 2023). Support for Hamas was based on public frustration, anger, and the organization's
ability to fill the leadership void (Levitt, 2006). Arafat played a key role in the founding of the PLO in 1964 and became
the organization's first president. He also took the lead on the Oslo Accords and initiated the process that led to the
establishment of the Palestinian Authority. However, his leadership was criticized due to difficulties in progressing the
process and disruptions in peace talks. Even though it doesn't have a charismatic leader, Hamas official
institutionalization is shaped by a structure known as 'internal' and 'external' leaderships. The internal leadership
operates between the West Bank and Gaza Strip, with underground members in East Jerusalem and Israel. The external
leadership is dispersed across the region, with many active members in refugee camps in Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria
(Baconi, 2018: 30).

After Fatah's failure against Israel for more than 10 years, the electorate decided to vote for Hamas, which had
previously proven itself in municipal elections, although it had not participated in national elections. The failure of the
Fatah-led Palestinian Authority to achieve a lasting peace with Israel and the death of Arafat made it politically possible



for Hamas to participate in the parliamentary elections. Hamas had previously refused to participate in Palestinian
national politics due to its rejection of the Oslo Accords and its inability to legitimize working through Oslo institutions.
However, the death of Oslo and Arafat's withdrawal from the stage paved the way for Hamas's entry into national
politics. Additionally, Arafat's death distanced Fatah from being a charismatic leader. Because Fatah's power stemmed
from its connection with Arafat, the political symbol of Palestine, making it impossible for any other party to compete.
Arafat's death and the absence of a charismatic personality in Fatah after him accelerated the institutionalization of
Fatah. Charismatic centrist parties are harder to defeat because they focus on the personality of the founder. The
transformation of the centrist Fatah from a charismatic party to an institutionalized party has made it possible for the
already institutionalized Hamas to compete effectively with Fatah. Hamas has been an institutionalized party since its
inception because it has always had a bureaucratic, routine governance process that follows official codes of conduct.
Moreover, Hamas has a grassroots approach to interacting with the public. Now institutionalized Fatah and
institutionalized Hamas competed on an equal footing, where they could be judged by voters on their respective
performances. Hamas first tested the situation by participating in municipal elections. After proving to himself and the
electorate that could do this, it participated in parliamentary elections and eventually won a majority of seats.
Therefore, Hamas existed as a party that produced alternative policies and did not provide its support through the
charismatic personality of its leader, that is, it was neither charismatic nor protest (Van der Brug and Mughan, 2007:
30). While not a protest or charismatic party, the organization has a strong network of social institutions based on Al-
Mujada'l-Islami (or Islamic Community) and a number of formal structures that provide educational and charitable
services.

4. The Strategic Calculus of Hamas: Violence, Resistance and Power

Hamas’s early armed struggle aligns with Fanon’s view that “freedom is achieved through violence.” Viewing Israel as a
colonial power, Hamas embraced violence not just strategically but as an existential form of resistance. In this context,
Fanon’s theory of violence offers a useful framework for understanding how Hamas legitimizes its actions. Frantz Fanon,
as a theorist of anti-colonial struggle, advocates the necessity of violence in the liberation of colonized peoples.
According to him, the oppression and racist discrimination imposed by the colonizer create deep psychological trauma
in the oppressed populations, and violence serves both as a form of rebellion and a means of identity formation in
overcoming this trauma. Fanon sees violence not only as a tool of destruction but also as a way for the exploited to
reassert themselves as human beings (Fanon, 2023). He legitimizes violence as a way to overthrow the colonizer’s
“inferior” status and achieve freedom. Moreover, according to Fanon, "The colonized man finds his freedom in and
through violence" (1963: 86). Palestinian resistance movements, especially Fatah, have adapted Fanon’s concepts of
colonialism and liberation to their own struggle.In the chapter titled “On National Culture” in The Wretched of the Earth,
Fanon (1963; 246) makes a powerful call to his people and to all colonized individuals in pursuit of the longed-for state
of freedom and the new national consciousness that is to emerge alongside it. He argues that national culture should
not be limited to the mere imitation and preservation of pre-colonial forms; on the contrary, he insists that this notion
must be transcended, and that culture must be consciously reconstructed through resistance and struggle.

The Palestinian resistance seeks to put into practice Fanon’s idea that “violence against the colonizer is legitimate”
(Nakhleh, 1971). This approach also gains meaning within the framework of the Frustration-Aggression Theory.
According to this theory, the blockage of an expected reward or the revocation of a previously granted right creates
deep frustration, which over time can transform into anger and aggression. This situation can be concretely observed
in the Palestinian case. For example, after the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel’s Defense Minister Moshe Dayan initiated the
“open bridges” policy, allowing Palestinians in the West Bank free passage to Israel and Jordan, significantly improving
their economic situation. However, these gains were overshadowed by settlement activities, arbitrary arrests, and
humiliating rhetoric from Israeli nationalists, leading to deep resentment and anger among the Palestinian people.

The unemployment rate in Gaza has reached nearly 50% (with this rate rising up to 72% among women). In this context,
the hope for a dignified life among Palestinian youth is almost nonexistent outside of militancy. Therefore, the repeated
rejection of economic incentives increasingly pushes Palestinians toward resistance and armed struggle. Thus, the desire
to gain meaning and dignity through violence outweighs economic concerns; violence becomes the only way to give
honor and meaning to life. Rather than trying to achieve peace through economic means, psychological studies reveal
that the strongest hope for lasting peace lies in recognizing Palestinians’ quest for meaning and dignity and developing



solutions accordingly. Otherwise, a cycle of violence will continue where the parties inflict pain on each other and each
time try to compensate for their shame and humiliation through revenge. Economic development can certainly
contribute—but it should never be offered as the price of dignity (Kruglanski, 2023).

Similarly, after Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from Gaza in 2005, a $1.5 billion development fund for Gaza and the West
Bank was planned under the leadership of former World Bank president James Wolfensohn. However, the long-
accumulated feelings of humiliation and lack of trust were so profound that the chances of success for this economic
opening were minimal. In this context, Hamas’s victory in the 2006 elections and its takeover of Gaza Strip control in
2007 (Kruglanski, 2023) clearly demonstrate how frustration paved the way for radicalization. At the same time, Israeli
settlement activities, the arrests of Palestinians, and chauvinistic rhetoric by Israeli nationalists caused Palestinians to
feel humiliated. This situation led to the First Intifada (1987-1993), which included protests and uprisings, and
eventually ended the “open bridges” policy and the economic gains it brought.

Fatah leaders, referencing Fanon’s thesis on anti-colonial violence, view armed struggle as a legitimate tool for
Palestine’s “liberation from foreign control” and the people’s self-determination. Hamas, on the other hand, as more of
a religious and social movement, applies Fanon’s concept of liberating violence on a different ideological basis. While
Hamas regards resistance against Israel as a sacred duty, it adopts Fanon’s colonial/colonized binary opposition as an
important reference in its political discourse. Hamas uses violence, as conceptualized by Fanon, not only as a military
strategy but also as a political and social tool.

The internal conflict between Hamas and Fatah has not only been a resistance movement against Israel but also the
foundation of a political and ideological struggle within Palestine. While both Hamas and Fatah agree that achieving
national unity is essential for the success of resistance, they have held differing views on how to achieve it. Fatah’s
pragmatic faction has tended toward compromise, whereas Hamas’s more radical faction remained determined to
continue the struggle (Widzer, 2024). However, it is important not to overstate or see these ideological divisions and
internal Palestinian political rivalries as the sole cause of everything. Indeed, there are studies that highlight the October
7 attack primarily as a significant move within the internal Palestinian power struggle rather than solely a response to
Israel’s oppressive and settler-state policies (Widzer, 2024).

Hamas’s transformation from a ‘resistance movement’ into a ‘governing authority’ was solidified when it seized control
of the Gaza Strip in 2007 and consolidated its power. Hamas's style of governance does not fully represent either an
Islamic or a democratic model. Instead, Hamas has adopted a pragmatic form of governance shaped by ideological and
strategic flexibility. Rather than following a strict ideological program, Hamas takes various strategic steps to consolidate
its power and eliminate internal rivals. In this context, the ideological dimension of Hamas has been somewhat sidelined,
and a flexible governance style has been developed in line with political and military objectives. Hamas’s stance toward
Salafi-Jihadist groups in Gaza further reinforces this pragmatic approach. By adopting a tough position against these
groups, Hamas aims to maintain its dominance both ideologically and strategically (Brenner, 2017).

Hamas’s governance experience in Gaza has gone beyond political and military strategies to also affect and shape social
structures. The challenges Hamas faces are not only related to the practicalities of governing an occupied territory but
also concern social norms and traditions. The hybrid governance model pursued by Hamas combines modern state
administration with traditional social structures. This indicates that Hamas has evolved beyond a mere military
organization into a form of governance that takes local social order and cultural norms into account. Utilizing informal
mechanisms such as traditional family councils, religious leaders, and prominent local figures serves Hamas's efforts to
control local society and secure legitimacy. This approach strengthens its ties with the public while also reinforcing social
structures. The integration of local traditions and norms in Gaza with Hamas’s formal governance processes has been a
strategic step to solidify the organization’s acceptance among the people. It shows that while managing a strong social
fabric in Gaza, Hamas respects the traditional values of the local population and relies on them to maintain social order.

Another important point emphasized by Brenner is that Hamas’s use of informal mechanisms to maintain social order
is a situation unique to Gaza. This reflects Hamas’s ability to achieve social consensus not only through military and
political strategies but also by developing a mode of governance that aligns with the local social structures in the region.
By utilizing traditional social frameworks and societal norms to reinforce its authority and legitimacy in Gaza, Hamas
transforms itself from merely a military actor into a significant component of the region’s social fabric (Brenner, 2017).
Thus, Hamas possesses a unique dynamism in adapting to changing political and military conditions. This is evident in



its flexible leadership structure and its capacity to respond swiftly to both internal and external pressures. Despite its
strong ideological foundation, Hamas has continued to remain a major force in both the Palestinian and broader regional
context by demonstrating remarkable adaptability in its tactics and strategies (Amr, 2024; Brenner, 2017).

Baconi shows that Hamas has offered pragmatic concessions regarding the three conditions imposed by the
international community: renouncing violence, recognizing Israel, and accepting past agreements. Although Hamas has
made these pragmatic concessions, Baconi emphasizes that Israel and the United States responded negatively to these
steps. This is seen as an Israeli policy aimed at limiting and neutralizing Hamas. Baconi argues that Israel does not accept
Hamas as a negotiating partner; instead, it weakens the group to ensure that no meaningful path to a solution is found.
In other words, Israel’s outright refusal to negotiate with Hamas results in the long term in an inability to produce a
lasting solution with the Palestinians. Despite all this, Hamas is still labeled as an anti-system organization because it is
a militant resistance group.

The term “anti-system” has generally been used to refer to parties that aim to destroy the system in which they exist.
An anti-system party will have a "polarizing" effect on the system due to its ideological distance. However, Hamas fits
neither the “ideological” nor the “relational” definition of anti-systemism. Hamas is not an ideologically anti-system
party because its ideology is not a threat to Palestinian democratic institutions. The fact that Hamas has a hostile
relationship with Israel does not make it an anti-systemic organization, because its anti-systemism is determined by
threats to domestic political institutions, not by its foreign policies towards its enemies (Haboub, 2012: 70-71).
Therefore, Hamas does not fit the definition of an extreme party, nor does it fit the definition of anti-system. If an
organization demands independence and sovereignty over its own lands, this is part of its ideology and should not
always be regarded as "anti-system." Many movements and organizations similarly exist based on demands for
independence and sovereignty.

|II

Anti-system external state actors openly or covertly exploit the resistance potential in civil war environments to increase
their strategic influence. Similarly, as seen in the conflicts in Iraq, Syria, Ukraine, Yemen, Afghanistan, Somalia, Mali, and
Libya, both internal and external non-state actors take advantage of political instability caused by interstate conflicts or
failed states. External non-state actors such as ISIS, Al-Nusra, and Hezbollah also play significant roles in these conflicts.
However, unlike classic non-state actors, Hamas exercises de facto governance in Gaza and functions as a quasi-state
actor with political, military, and administrative structures. While groups like ISIS and Al-Nusra lack centralized
governance, Hamas controls a specific territory and provides public services. Supported by countries such as Iran, Qatar,
and Turkiye, Hamas plays an influential role in regional balances and employs hybrid strategies in its ongoing conflicts
with Israel. Although the practice of states using resistance groups as strategic tools partially applies to Hamas, its
organizational structure and political existence distinguish it from other non-state actors (Lee, 2017).

In addition to the radical change that Arafat's death created in the Palestinian political arena, there were multiple
reasons for Hamas' decision to participate in the electoral and political process. The failure of the peace process
between Israel and the PLO and the failure of the PLO to achieve its national goal of a viable Palestinian state was a
major factor in Hamas's emergence into a significant military force that could threaten the power of the Palestinian
Authority. In particular, the failure of the peace process was a major factor in the spiral of violence that increased the
power and spread of militant groups opposing the Palestinian Authority. Hamas's military strengthening in order to
increase its resistance to the Israeli occupation and its participation in the violent uprising by increasing its political
influence in the Palestinian streets positively increased its image in the popular consciousness. Hamas' decision to
participate in Palestinian national elections was spurred after Hamas' success in the first round of municipal elections
in 2004. The political victory of the organization also strengthened its image in the Palestinian mentality, and the political
weight of the movement increased day by day (Natil, 2015). But, the tension and division between Fatah and Hamas
remains one of the biggest obstacles to Palestinian politics and society.

As can be seen, the basis of Hamas's emergence on the political stage stems from the institutional weakness of the
Palestinian government, internal polarization and its inability to face an effective opposition. If there was a credible
secular alternative, most Palestinians would support it (Levitt, 2006). Palestinian society has suffered greatly from
Hamas' conflicts with Israel and has not been able to carry out an effective negotiation process. The extent of today's
conflicts also shows that even if there is effective negotiation, it will not be able to extinguish the fire of permanent
hostilities and prejudices. In particular, Israel's aggressive actions for more than a hundred days and the humanitarian



tragedy it has created have irreversible consequences. It is worrying where these results will take humanity. Many
crimes and terrorist acts that cannot be covered up, such as the use of various and dangerous weapons such as white
phosphorus, bomb attacks on hospitals and schools, the killing of journalists defending the right to the press, and
attempts to cover it up on the grounds that it is a mistake, are carried out by Israel in a frenzy.

5. Hamas and Suicide Attacks

Why does Hamas view suicide attacks as a viable option? Research based on various sources, including 88 interviews
with senior leaders of six Palestinian political organizations and close relatives and friends of Palestinian suicide bombers
conducted in 2006, suggests that the primary reason for the use of suicide bombing is severe state repression (Araj,
2008). In states like Israel, where many targets are heavily fortified, reaching a target, attacking it, and safely returning
without capture can be exceedingly difficult. In such cases, suicide bombing often becomes a tactical necessity.
Furthermore, when facing a well-armed and organized enemy, a terrorist organization may become inclined to seek
new tactics. If the targeted state employs heavily armed and protected military forces rather than police in
counterterrorism efforts, suicide tactics may become more advantageous for terrorist organizations, serving as a
“national liberation strategy” (Nilsson, 2018: 104). Thus, the repression applied by Israel during the Second Intifada
(2000-2005) contributed to the increase in Palestinian suicide attacks (Araj, 2008: 285). It is important to note that the
severe state repression seen in conflicts involving suicide bombing is both a cause and an effect of such tactics (Araj,
2008). Therefore, severe state repression often perpetuates a cycle of violence.

Following the Oslo Accords, the PLO's emergence as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people was
perceived as a threat by rival groups such as Hamas and Islamic Jihad. In response, both organizations escalated their
violent actions against Israel, realizing the strategic impact of suicide attacks. These assaults positioned Israel as a victim
of terrorism in the eyes of the international community. Israel, in turn, capitalized on this victimhood narrative to justify
the implementation of harsher security measures and collective punishment policies. These actions intensified pressure
on the Palestinian population, leading to increased radicalization and diminishing the appeal of peaceful coexistence
with the Israeli state. Simultaneously, widespread corruption and ineffective governance within the Palestinian
Authority further deepened public frustration and hopelessness (Gupta and Mundra, 2005).

Actually, Hamas's use of suicide attacks can be seen as a “reversal” strategy, where individuals act against their beliefs
or norms. In Islam, suicide is generally condemned, but for groups like Hamas, suicide attacks are justified through the
concept of martyrdom, which promises spiritual rewards. This exploitation of religious concepts is used to advance their
extremist goals (Hutchins, 2017: 7). However, such attacks are not always religion-based. For example, the Tamil Tigers
(LTTE) in Sri Lanka used suicide attacks for political and nationalist objectives, selecting attackers based on the group's
goals rather than religious identity (Hutchins, 2017: 7; Palaver, 2013). Similarly, many non-Muslim groups use suicide
attackers for various political, ethnic, or ideological reasons. Moreover, in the early 2000s, Hamas frequently employed
suicide attacks as an effective tactical tool. However, after 2006, such operations significantly declined and were largely
replaced by more conventional methods of combat and a resistance strategy based on organized military structures.
Therefore, as of today, Hamas’s inclination to use this tactic has reversed, and suicide attacks no longer constitute a
primary instrument in the organization’s repertoire of struggle (Sarvananthan, 2018).

The move of "reversal" is not only executed by Hamas; Israel, as seen today, is also accused of committing acts similar
to Nazi crimes in Gaza and its surroundings. Once a symbol of the salvation of a wounded and oppressed people, the
Jewish state is now accused of practicing apartheid, genocide, and ethnic cleansing (Divine, 2019: 1). When a society
that has suffered genocide becomes a perpetrator of genocide itself, particularly against a persecuted and justified
people, it is an example of dehumanization and moral rupture. The Jewish people have endured one of the most
profound and tragic forms of victimization in European history. However, during the establishment of the State of Israel,
the burden of this historical crime was placed upon the Palestinians, turning them into the “second victims” of this
traumatic past. In other words, a people who were historically oppressed have, in turn, oppressed another. For this
reason, as Edward Said aptly puts it, the Palestinians are the “victims of the victims” (Said, 1995).

Onthe other hand, assassination is seen not only as a tactical operation carried out by Israeli forces but also as a strategic
move aimed at destabilizing Hamas internally and weakening its regional alliances, including efforts toward Palestinian
reconciliation (Amr, 2024). However, the Palestinian resistance has historically proven that it does not weaken with the
death of its leaders; on the contrary, it grows stronger. From Hamas’s perspective, the historical experience gained



through the assassination of its leaders has only strengthened the movement. Israel is aware of this. In March 2004,
Israel killed Hamas’s founder and spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed Yassin in a missile strike; a month later, his successor
Abdel Aziz Rantisi was killed in the same manner. These deaths did not weaken Hamas; rather, the organization became
more radical (Abusada, 2024). A younger and more defiant leadership took control of the organization and engaged in
multiple clashes with Israel starting from 2008, a process that culminated in the October 7 attacks. The deaths of leaders
such as lbrahim al-Magadmeh, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, and Abdel Aziz al-Rantisi, as well as the killing of Ismail Haniyeh
during the Al-Agsa Flood Operation, added distinct motivation to the organization (Al-Rantisi, 2024). Although the
assassination of Ismail Haniyeh and subsequently the killing of Hamas’s new leader Yahya Sinwar weakened Hamas at
the leadership level, it did not ideologically weaken Hamas as a movement or idea. Considering the security situation
before Sinwar’s death, he had appointed an external leadership council under the chairmanship of Hamas’s Shura
Council and composed of the movement’s regional sector leaders. This council was tasked with managing the
movement’s affairs, maintaining relations, and making necessary decisions. So far, this council has filled the leadership
vacuum within Hamas, and the movement continues to conduct significant negotiations with other states through this
council, making important decisions there (Al-Rantisi, 2024; Amr, 2024).

The footage of Sinwar attempting to shoot down an Israeli drone with a stick reinforced his ideological legacy, turning
him into almost a legendary figure in the eyes of many of his supporters. By 2025, Hamas adopted a complex and multi-
layered leadership model known as “collective leadership.” This structure not only provided the organization with
greater flexibility but also created a more resilient foundation against intelligence-based targeted attacks. Collective
leadership also functions as a survival strategy for Hamas. As a result, Israel’s tactic of “neutralizing leaders” has become
less effective against the organization (Abusada, 2024).

Moreover, Israel has always approached its relationship with Hamas primarily through a military and security lens,
showing little effort to pursue a moderate political approach. For instance, in January 2025, a ceasefire was brokered
with the mediation of the United States, Egypt, and Qatar, but this ceasefire ended on March 18, 2025, following a
surprise Israeli attack on Gaza that resulted in the deaths of over 500 people. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
stated that the war would not end until Hamas was completely destroyed. Hamas, meanwhile, demands the release of
Palestinian prisoners from Israeli jails and a permanent ceasefire in exchange for freeing hostages in its possession (Al-
Mughrabi, 2025).

Finally, after two years of war, a ceasefire in Gaza came into effect on October 9, 2025, through an agreement reached
between Israel and Hamas. This ceasefire is considered the first phase of Donald Trump’s Middle East peace plan and
was implemented with the mediation of Qatar, Egypt, and the United States. While it has succeeded in halting hostilities
in the short term and contributed to improving the humanitarian situation, uncertainties remain in critical areas such
as security, reconstruction, and independent international monitoring (Hayman and Guterman, 2025). But all mediation
and ceasefire efforts carried out in Gaza and Israel, whether led by international or regional actors, often aim solely to
halt the conflict, yet they can inadvertently serve to revive resistance cultures and collective memory. Indeed, no
agreement reached at the negotiating table can fully address the collective memory and selective traumas experienced
on the ground.

6. Conclusion

The main argument of the study is that when the moral and legal boundaries between resistance and terrorism become
blurred—considering the methods used and the target audience—the legitimacy of a just resistance risks transforming
into terrorism. The instability of moral foundations and the ambiguity of the line between terrorism and resistance
support this argument, as countries may adopt definitions that serve their own interests. Additionally, since resistance
by nature involves rebellion and defiance, it tends toward violence. Given that a just resistance can turn into acts of
terrorism and become morally indefensible, the study advocates for sharper and more objective international norms,
sanctions, and definitions as a series of proposed solutions.

Resistance is a multidimensional phenomenon that is not limited to overt political actions, uprisings, or wars; it can also
manifest in the practices, symbols, and social relations of everyday life. These non-violent forms of resistance gain
legitimacy through social solidarity, identity formation, and the preservation of cultural continuity, functioning as
passive or symbolic acts of opposition against dominant cultural and power structures. In this sense, resistance
represents a society’s existential reflex of self-defense. Terrorism, on the other hand, fundamentally differs from



resistance: it turns violence from a means into an end, targets civilians, and seeks to achieve political objectives through
fear, coercion, and chaos. While resistance derives its legitimacy from popular support, collective identity, and the
pursuit of liberation, terrorism departs from these foundations by placing violence at the center of its ideological
framework. Thus, resistance embodies a protective and existential struggle, whereas terrorism assumes a destructive
and illegitimate character. The example of Hamas clearly illustrates this distinction. The organization’s activities in
education, the establishment of social assistance networks, and the use of religious symbols to strengthen collective
consciousness represent non-violent yet politically powerful forms of resistance (Nordstrom, 1992).

Hamas, as the local and dynamic branch of the institutionalized Muslim Brotherhood in Palestine, has evolved in line
with the internal and external developments of the organization, and with its resistance-oriented mindset aimed at
achieving its goals rapidly, it has come to be regarded as a revisionist group. In fact, this organization was a radical choice
born out of disappointment, anger, and despair. Compared to terrorist organizations, Hamas does not possess extremist
or anti-systemic characteristics in its ideology and rise, maintains its resistance through democratic means, and
occasionally opposes Israel's harsh state with its actions. Therefore, it was inevitable for Israel to present it as a security
threat. While implementing its policies towards Palestine, Israel portrays Hamas to the world as an extremist, unethical,
anti-system, and radical terrorist organization, which facilitated its operations. However, Hamas does not fit these
definitions; rather, it is a resistance organization that can exploit the system's vulnerabilities and achieve this through
soft power policies. Hamas's primary founding motivation is not to kill in the name of jihad but to respond to injustice
by resisting it. Despite all its unacceptable crimes against humanity, Israel makes a tremendous effort to target Hamas
and allows disinformation that serves this purpose. Unfortunately, mutual defamatory discourses and campaigns draw
uncertain paths for the future of the parties and create stereotyped discourses and beliefs.

Hamas’s political transformation deserves further study because it has become an indispensable actor in Palestinian
politics and the Israel-Palestine conflict. The findings show that Hamas is not a fanatic terrorist organization or a wholly
destructive element; rather, it is a complex social movement that can be considered a pragmatic organization in terms
of its structure and actions (Lugo, 2011). In existing literature, Hamas is generally either defined as a marginal
organization and overlooked or accepted as a terrorist organization. However, when examined within its historical
background and social roots, it clearly emerges that this resistance movement differs from other terrorist or marginal
organizations in many respects. Although Hamas's vision includes a militant stance against Israel, it fully defines itself as
a social movement. Considering both the multilayered nature of complex power structures like Hamas and the secretive,
diversified, and constantly evolving character of resistance is vital for the theoretical and empirical advancement of
resistance studies. This approach creates a solid and comprehensive foundation for studying resistance in social sciences
more deeply and multidimensionally.

The idea of “reforming the Muslim community according to true Islam” is not Hamas’s primary motivation but rather
the main tool used to legitimize its actions. In any case, if we claim that Islam and Islamic goals completely dominate
Hamas’s policies, we would struggle to explain the support Hamas receives from Palestinian Christians. Therefore, it
must be said that Hamas is deeply rooted in Palestinian society regardless of differences such as religion, nationality,
ethnicity, or gender. Additionally, Hamas has managed to overcome social divisions and class distinctions, maintaining
its presence in all spheres of life (Temel, 2019).

Hamas’s armed struggle, particularly during its formative years and the early 2000s, can be interpreted through a
Fanonian lens. Hamas has perceived Israel’s occupation of Palestinian territories not merely as a military threat but as
a form of colonial domination. This perspective has led the organization to adopt violence not only as a strategic tool
but also as an ideological and existential instrument. The suicide attacks and various forms of armed resistance
employed by Hamas resonate with Fanon’s assertion that “freedom can only be achieved through violence.” Such acts
can be interpreted as expressions of the colonized Palestinian subject asserting its existence and striving to create a
new political space by directly confronting the colonial master. In this regard, Fanon’s theory of violence provides a
powerful analytical framework for understanding how actors like Hamas justify the use of violence and conceptualize it
as a strategy of liberation.

Fanon’s theory of liberatory violence holds a central place in the political and ideological discourses of Palestinian
resistance movements. Both Fatah and Hamas employ this theory to justify their legitimate resistance against the Israeli
occupation. Hamas charts its path toward liberating Palestinian society and defending the interests of Palestinian



citizens by adopting a militant stance against Israel while simultaneously providing social assistance, education, and
health services. To better understand Hamas’s roots and formation, a detailed analysis of Palestine’s social dynamics,
historical and political background, and the actors that have emerged over time in these lands is necessary. Otherwise,
without considering internal variables, the Palestine conflict will continue to be viewed solely as an international issue
and Hamas merely as a terrorist organization (Temel, 2019). Moreover, from Frantz Fanon's perspective, Israel operates
as a settler-colonial entity that enforces colonial violence and acts as an outpost of Western imperialism in the Middle
East. According to Fanon, colonial violence is not only physical but also psychological, cultural, and structural; in this
context, Israel’s practices such as military blockade, settlement policies, identity checks, walls, and legal discrimination
can be seen as manifestations of colonial violence. Prominent scholars such as Edward Said, Ilan Pappé, and Judith
Butler, who uphold and extend Fanon’s perspectives, emphasize the structural violence and settler colonialism
experienced by the Palestinian people, arguing that even when resistance involves violence, it constitutes a necessary
response and a pursuit of justice against the oppressive colonial power; this understanding forms the central analytical
framework of this article. Ultimately, the root cause of Hamas’s turn to violence lies in the structural pressures and
conditions of the occupation it faces; therefore, Hamas’s activities should be understood not as terrorism, but as an
existential and legitimate form of resistance.

Ethical Declaration

It is declared that scientific and ethical principles were adhered to during the execution and writing of this study, and
that all sources used have been appropriately cited.

Declaration Regarding the Use of Artificial Intelligence

The authors commit to adhering to ethical principles, transparency, and responsibility in the use of artificial intelligence
tools, ensuring their academic responsibility.

Declaration of Conflicting Interests

The authors declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, and/or publication of
this article.

Funding

The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

References

Abusada, M. (2024). Hamas At A Crossroads: Sinwar’s Death Leaves a Vacuum; Israeli Actions Make It Harder to Fill with
a Moderate. The Conversation U.S.

Al-Mughrabi, N. Hamas says it is ready to release all remaining hostages for an end to Gaza war, 18.04.2025,
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/hamas-is-ready-release-all-remaining-hostages-return-an-end-
gaza-war-hamas-gaza-2025-04-17/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Alsarhi, A., Ahmad, Z. (2016), Palestine’s Foreign Policy Under Hamas: Principles and Practices. International Affairs and
Global Strategy, Vol.49, p.1-11

Amr, S. A. (2024). Sinwar’s Rise in Hamas: An In-depth Analysis of Internal Dynamics and Regional Interactions. Insight
Turkey, 26(3), 51-62.

Araj, B. (2008). Harsh state repression as a cause of suicide bombing: The case of the Palestinian—Israeli conflict. Studies
in Conflict & Terrorism, 31(4), 284-303.

Atuonwu, C., Nwaoha, N. G., Omeje, |. 0., & Ndubuisi, U. (2021). Hamas: A Case Study Of International Terrorism. Port
Harcourt Journal of History & Diplomatic Studies, 8(3), 15-33.

Baaz, M., Lilja, M., Schulz, M., Vinthagen, S. (2016). Defining and analyzing “resistance” possible entrances to the study
of subversive practices. Alternatives, 41(3), 137-153.



Baconi, T. (2018). Hamas Contained: The Rise and Pacification of Palestinian Resistance. Stanford University Press.
Brenner, B. (2021). Gaza Under Hamas: From Islamic Democracy to Islamist Governance. Bloomsbury Publishing.
Caridi, P. (2023). Hamas: From Resistance to Regime. Seven Stories Press.

Chehab, Z. (2007). Inside Hamas: The Untold Story of Militants, Martyrs and Spies. Bloomsbury Publishing.

Chesterton, H., Bacon, T., Zeitzoff, T. (2024). Balancing Act: How Militant Groups Manage Strategic and Ideological
Resources. Perspectives on Terrorism, 18(2), 30-56.

Crenshaw, M. (1995). Thoughts on relating terrorism to historical contexts. In M. Crenshaw (Ed.), Terrorism in context
(pp. 3—24). The Pennsylvania State University Press.

Divine, D. R. (2019). Word Crimes: Reclaiming The Language of The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. Israel Studies, 24(2), 1-
16.

Fanon, F. (1963). The Wretched of the Earth. New York: Grov Press.
Fanon, F. (2023). “Black Skin, White Masks” In Social theory re-wired (pp. 355-361). Routledge.

Frisch, H. (2009). Strategic Change in Terrorist Movements: Lessons from Hamas. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 32(12),
1049-1065.

Gunning, J. (2023). Hamas In Politics: Democracy, Religion, Violence. Oxford University Press.

Gupta, D. K., & Mundra, K. (2005). Suicide Bombing as a Strategic Weapon: An Empirical Investigation of Hamas and
Islamic Jihad. Terrorism and Political Violence, 17(4), 573-598.

Haboub, W. J. (2012). Demystifying The Rise of Hamas. Journal of Developing Societies, 28(1), 57-79.

Hayman, T., & Guterman, O. (2025). Trump’s Initiative for the Gaza Strip: Risks and Opportunities. Institute for National
Security Studies.

Hollander, J. A., Einwohner, R. L. (2004). Conceptualizing Resistance. Sociological Forum, 19(4), 533-554.
Horsley, R. A. (1979). The Sicarii: Ancient Jewish" Terrorists". The Journal of Religion, 59(4), 435-458.
Hroub, K. (2006). A ““New Hamas” Through Its New Documents. Journal of Palestine Studies, 35(4), 6-27.
Hroub, K. (2010). Hamas: A Beginner's Guide. Pluto Press.

Hutchins, R. (2017). Islam and Suicide Terrorism: Separating Fact from Fiction. Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses,
9(11), 7-11.

Jensen, M. |. (2008). The Political Ideology of Hamas: A Grassroots Perspective. Bloomsbury Publishing.

Karagiannis, E. (2023). Hamas and the Environment. Why Islamists Go Green: Politics, Religion and the Environment
(Edinburgh Studies of the Globalised Muslim World, p. 125-150). Edinburgh University Press.

Koss, M. (2020). Resistance, Power, and Conceptions of Political Order in Islamist Organizations. Routledge Advances in
international Relations and Global Politics

Kruglanski, A. W. (2023). The Limits of Economic Rationality: Palestinian Quest for Significance and Hamas Violence. RSIS
Commentaries, 158-23. https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/significance/202311/the-palestinian-quest-
for-significance-and-hamas-violence

Law, R. D. (2024). Terrorism: A History. John Wiley & Sons.

Lee, D. W. (2017). Resistance Dynamics and Social Movement Theory: Conditions, Mechanisms, and Effects. Journal of
Strategic Security, 10(4), 42—63.

Levitt, M. (2006). Hamas: Politics, Charity, and Terrorism in the Service of Jihad. Yale University Press.

Lugo, C. D. (2011). Engage Hamas: A Social Movement Theory Analysis of The Islamic Resistance Movement (Order No.
10305799). Available from ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global; Publicly Available Content Database.
(1858784097).

Malka, H. (2005). Forcing Choices: Testing The Transformation of Hamas. Washington Quarterly, 28(4), 37-53.


https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/significance/202311/the-palestinian-quest-for-significance-and-hamas-violence
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/significance/202311/the-palestinian-quest-for-significance-and-hamas-violence

Mete, M. Gindogmus, B. (2021). “Terérizmin Kitle Psikolojisi: PKK Uzerine Psikopolitik Bir inceleme”, Journal of
Academic Value Studies 7(2)

Nakhleh, E. A. (1971). The Anatomy of Violence: Theoretical Reflections on Palestinian Resistance. Middle East Journal,
25(2), 180-200.

Natil, I. (2015). Hamas Transformation: Opportunities and challenges.

Nilsson, M. (2018). Hard and Soft Targets: The Lethality of Suicide Terrorism. Journal of International Relations and
Development, 21, 101-117.

Nordstrom, C., & Martin, J. (Eds.). (1992). The Paths to Domination, Resistance, And Terror. Univ of California Press.
Palaver, W. (2013). Terrorism Versus Nonviolent Resistance. Journal of Religion and Violence, 1(2), 192—-215.

Pile, S., & Keith, M. (Eds.). (1997). Geographies of Resistance. Psychology Press.

Rothenberger, L. (2023). Terrorism As Communication: Stocktaking, Explanations and Challenges. Springer Nature.
Said, E. W. (1995). The Politics of Dispossession: The Struggle for Palestinian Self-Determination, 1969-1994. Vintage.

Sarvananthan, M. (2018). ‘Terrorism’ or ‘Liberation’? Towards a distinction: A Case study of the Armed Struggle of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Perspectives on Terrorism, 12(2), 1-18.

Schmid, A. P. (2011). The Definition of Terrorism. In The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research (pp. 39-157).
Routledge.

Sluka, J. (1995). Cultures of Terror and Resistance in Northern Ireland. Political and Legal Anthropology Review, 18(1),
97-105.

Soueid, M., Merhej, R. (2024). Understanding Islamic Extremism Away from the Dominant Normative Paradigm. Journal
of Ethnic and Cultural Studies, 11(1), 183—209.

Taraki, L. (1989). The Islamic Resistance Movement in the Palestinian Uprising. Middle East Report, 156, 30—-32.

Temel, S. E. (2019). Terrorism in the Middle East: A Comparison of Al-Qaeda and Hamas (Order No. 31672210). Available
from ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global.

Uslu, N., Karatas, |. (2020). “Evaluating Hamas’ Struggle in Palestine.” Insight Turkey, 22(1), 109—-124.

Van Der Brug, W., Mughan, A. (2007). Charisma, Leader Effects and Support for Right-Wing Populist Parties. Party
Politics, 13(1), 29-51.

Widzer, M. S. (2024). “The Palestinian Divide: Origins and Implications of Palestinian Rejectionism.” Journal of
Strategic Security, 17(1), 112-130.



C . Available online at http://dx.doi.org/10.29228/javs.86623
kJAVST.UCIIES ISSN: 2149-8598

Journal of Academic Value Studies

Turkiye'de Sosyal Yardim—istihdam iliskisi: Lisanststi Tezler Uzerinden Tematik
Analiz ve Teorik Bir Tartisma

The Relationship Between Social Assistance and Employment in Turkey: A Thematic Analysis and Theoretical
Discussion Based on Postgraduate Theses

Ammar Sevgili' “*/, Bedrettin Kesgin?

IDepartment of Social Work, Sirnak University, Sirnak, Tiirkiye,
ammarsevgili@gmail.com (Corresponding Author)
’Department of Social Work, Yalova University, Yalova, Tiirkiye

Ozet

Bu calisma, Turkiye'de sosyal yardim ile istihdam iliskisine odaklanan lisanslstl tezlerin tematik analiz yontemiyle incelendigi nitel
bir calismadir. Arastirmanin amaci, sosyal politika, sosyal hizmet ve iktisat alanlarinda yazilmis tezler araciligiyla literatirdeki
egilimleri, kuramsal yaklasimlari ve uygulama 6rneklerini sistematik bicimde ortaya koymaktir. Yiksekogretim Kurulu Ulusal Tez
Merkezi veri tabaninda “sosyal yardim” ve “istihdam” anahtar kelimeleriyle yapilan tarama sonucunda belirlenen 11 tez, Braun ve
Clarke (2006) tarafindan gelistirilen alt asamal tematik analiz yontemiyle analiz edilmistir. Analiz sonucunda alti ana tema ortaya
ctkmistir: (1) Sarth yardim ve istihdam baglantisi, (2) tembellik algisi ve motivasyon, (3) ASDEP ve yerel uygulamalar, (4) workfare
ve enformel istihdam, (5) kurumsal koordinasyon ve sosyal politika, (6) makro dizeyde nedensellik ve istatistiksel etki. Bu temalar
dogrultusunda sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisi hem mikro hem makro dizeyde ¢ok boyutlu olarak ele alinmistir. Calisma, sosyal
yardim programlarinin istihdam politikalariyla bitinlesmesi gerektigini ve gelecekteki arastirmalarda karma yontemli,
uzunlamasina analizlerin 6nemini vurgulamaktadir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Sosyal Yardim, istihdam, Tematik Analiz, Sosyal Politika, Sosyal Hizmet, Kosullu Yardim

Abstract

This investigation constitutes a qualitative study that thematically scrutinizes graduate theses concentrating on the nexus between
social assistance and employment within the context of Turkey. The primary objective is to systematically delineate thematic
inclinations, theoretical frameworks, and practical ramifications present in the theses authored in the domains of social policy,
social work, and economics. Utilizing a keyword search (“social assistance” and “employment”) within the National Thesis Center
of the Turkish Council of Higher Education, a total of 11 theses published from 2010 to 2020 were meticulously selected. The
examination was executed employing Braun and Clarke’s (2006) six-phase thematic analysis methodology. Six principal themes
emerged from the analysis: (1) the interplay between conditional assistance and employment, (2) perceptions of laziness and
motivational factors, (3) ASDEP and localized implementations, (4) workfare and informal employment dynamics, (5) institutional
coordination vis-a-vis social policy, and (6) macro-level causation and statistical implications. The results indicate that the
association between social assistance and employment is multifaceted, shaped by both structural and behavioral determinants.
This study underscores the imperative of harmonizing social assistance initiatives with active labor market strategies and advocates
for the pursuit of more longitudinal and mixed-method research in forthcoming investigations.
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1. Girig

Sosyal yardim sistemleri, modern refah devletlerinin temel bilesenlerinden biri olarak, toplumsal esitsizliklerin
azaltilmasi, yoksullukla micadele ve sosyal dislanmanin dnlenmesi agisindan kritik bir islev Gstlenmektedir (Barr, 2012;
Deacon, 1996). Ozellikle isgiicii piyasasina yeterince entegre olamayan bireyler icin sosyal yardimlar gecici bir destek
mekanizmasi saglamakta; ancak bu desteklerin istihdamla iliskilendirilip iliskilendirilmemesi, sosyal politika literatlrinde
uzun sdredir tartisma konusudur (Standing, 2002; Glnaydin, 2023).

Turkiye’de sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisi, 6zellikle 2010'lu yillardan itibaren gerek kamu politikalarinda gerekse
akademik calismalarda artan bicimde ele alinmaya baslamistir. Bu dénemde, sosyal yardimin yalnizca maddi destek
sunmakla sinirli kalmamasi gerektigi, ayni zamanda bireylerin ekonomik hayata katilimini destekleyici bicimde yeniden
yapilandiriimasi gerektigi yontnde egilimler ne cikmistir (Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bakanligl, 2017; Arslan, 2014). Kosullu
nakit transferleri, toplum yararina programlar (TYP) ve Aile Sosyal Destek Programi (ASDEP) gibi uygulamalar, bu
dontstimin somut érnekleri olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Ancak sosyal yardim-istihdam baglantisinin cok boyutlu bir mesele olmasi, yalnizca uygulama dizeyinde degil, teorik ve
metodolojik dizeyde de derinlikli analizleri gerektirmektedir. Yardim alan bireylerin ¢alisma motivasyonu, kurumsal
yonlendirme mekanizmalarinin yeterliligi, kayit disi istihdamin yayginligi ve yardimin kosullulugu gibi degiskenler bu
iliskinin farkh yonlerine isaret etmektedir (Kutlu, 2016; Doértlemez, 2019). Bu nedenle, sosyal yardim ile istihdam
arasindaki iliskinin hangi eksenlerde ele alindigina dair akademik literatlriin tematik olarak degerlendirilmesi, alandaki
bilgi birikiminin sistematize edilmesi agisindan 6nem arz etmektedir.

Bu calisma, Tirkiye'de sosyal yardim ile istihdam iliskisini konu alan lisanslstl tezleri tematik analiz yontemiyle
inceleyerek, mevcut akademik yonelimleri, iceriksel egilimleri ve metodolojik cesitliligi ortaya koymayi amaclamaktadir.
Boylece hem politika yapicilara hem de arastirmacilara mevcut literatlrin sistematik bir panoramasini sunmak
hedeflenmektedir.

2. Kavramsal Cerceve

2.1. Sosyal Politikada Sosyal Yardimin Yeri

Sosyal yardim, sosyal politikanin temel bilesenlerinden biri olarak tarihsel strecte yoksullukla micadele amaciyla
gelistirilmistir. Baslangicta bireylerin temel ihtiyaclarini karsilamaya yonelik olan bu destekler, zamanla sosyal devletin
yeniden dagitim politikalarinin bir araci haline gelmistir (Atkinson, 1995; Barr, 2012). Refah devleti modeli, toplumsal
esitsizlikleri azaltma ve gelir dagilimini dengeleme amaci tasirken, neoliberal politikalarin etkisiyle daha ¢ok sosyal
yardimlar bireysel sorumlulukla iligskilendirilen, kosullara bagh ve gegici bir destek bigimine doéntsmustir (Standing,
2002).

2.2. Sosyal Yardim ve istihdam Arasindaki Etkilesim

Sosyal yardimlarin bireylerin istihdama katihmi Gzerindeki etkisi literattrde tartismal bir konudur. Bazi gordsler, sosyal
yardimlarin bireylerin calisma motivasyonunu azalttigini, zamanla "bagimlilik ktltirid" olusturdugunu ve tembelligi tesvik
ettigini ileri sirmektedir (Kesgin, 2014; Ginaydin, 2023). Bu yaklasim, yardimin bir "hak" yerine bir "ayricalik" gibi
algilanmasina ve yardim alan bireylerin isglicii piyasasindan uzaklasmasina neden olabilecegini savunur. Kesgin (2014),
sosyal yardimlarin ¢cogu zaman maas gibi algilandigini ve bu alginin bireylerde Gretkenlikten uzak bir yasama yonelim
olusturdugunu vurgular. Diger taraftan, hak temelli ve yonlendirici nitelikte tasarlanmis yardimlarin bireylerin sosyal
bitlnlesmesini ve istihdama gecisini destekleyebilecegi ifade edilmektedir (Standing, 2002; Coskun, Glines & Ortakaya,
2011). Ayrica Kalayci (2025), sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisini yoksullukla miicadele baglaminda, evsizligi 6nleme amacli
muidahaleler ekseninde konumlandirir ve yerel yonetimlerin bu alandaki stratejik sorumlulugunu én plana ¢ikarmakta,
baska bir calismasinda yerel yonetimlerin de yoksullukla miicadeledeki roliine dikkat cekmektedir (Kalayci, 2019).

2.3. Turkiye'de istihdam Odakli Sosyal Yardim Programlari

Turkiye’de sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisinin glclendirilmesine yonelik cesitli programlar gelistirilmistir. Aile Sosyal
Destek Programi (ASDEP), Toplum Yararina Programlar (TYP), Gelir Getirici Projeler (GGP) ve Sosyal Calisma Programi
(SCP), Turkiye'de sosyal yardim ve istihdam politikalarinin birbirini tamamlayan unsurlari olarak tasarlanmis ve farkl
kurumlarin is birligiyle yurttilen uygulamalardir. Aile Sosyal Destek Programi (ASDEP), Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler Bakanligi
tarafindan yurutiimekte olup dezavantajli birey ve ailelere hane ziyaretleriyle ulasarak ihtiyag tespiti, yonlendirme ve
rehberlik saglamaktadir. Toplum Yararina Programlar (TYP), iISKUR araciligiyla issiz bireylere kamu kurumlarinda temizlik,



cevre dizenlemesi ve bakim-onarim gibi alanlarda gecici istihdam firsati sunmaktadir. Gelir Getirici Projeler (GGP),
Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakiflari Gzerinden uygulanmakta ve yoksul hanelerin tarim, hayvancilik ve kiglk
liretim gibi faaliyetlerle kendi gelirlerini artirmalarini desteklemektedir. Sosyal Calisma Programi (SCP) ise yine ISKUR
tarafindan yurutilmekte ve sosyal yardim alan bireylerin belirli strelerle kamu hizmetlerinde calisarak hem gelir elde
etmelerine hem de is disiplinine uyum saglamalarina katkida bulunmaktadir. Bu programlar, sosyal yardimlarin bagimlilik
yaratmasini 6nleyerek Uretkenligi ve istihdami tesvik etmeyi amaclayan politika aracglaridir. Bu uygulamalar, sosyal
yardimlarin pasif niteliginden c¢ikarilarak isglici piyasasiyla baglantili hdle getirilmesini hedeflemektedir (Arpat, 2020;
Arslan, 2014; Kocanci, 2021). Ancak bu programlarin ¢cogunun kisa sireli, dislk Gcretli ve glvencesiz isler sundugu;
dolayisiyla kalicr istihdam saglamada sinirl kaldigi yoniinde elestiriler mevcuttur (Yesilkaya & Ozaydin, 2020).

2.4. Sosyal Yardim Sistemine iliskin Yapisal Sorunlar

Sosyal yardim sisteminin pargali yapisi, kurumsal esgidim eksikligi ve subjektif muhtaclik degerlendirme kriterleri,
Turkiye'deki sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisinin zayif kalmasinin baslica nedenleri arasinda yer almaktadir (Baser &
Kirlioglu, 2020; Dal & Temiz, 2023). Ozellikle yerel diizeyde gorev yapan Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakiflarinin
(SYDV) personel ve yonetimsel kapasite sorunlari, yardimlarin etkinligini sinirlamaktadir.

2.5. Sosyal Yardimlarin istihdam Uzerindeki Etkilerine Dair Bulgular

LisanslstU tezlerden elde edilen bulgular, sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisinin baglama bagl olarak degistigini ortaya
koymaktadir. Yardim alan bireylerin biyik bir kisminin kayit disi olarak calistigl ya da ¢alismaya istekli oldugu belirtilmis;
ancak yardimin kaybi endisesi veya mevcut islerin glivencesizligi nedeniyle bu bireylerin istikrarli istihdama gecemedigi
gbzlenmistir (Arslan, 2014; Demir, 2019). Ayrica, yardim alan bireylerin blytk cogunlugunun istihdam edilme
durumunda sosyal yardim almaktan vazge¢cmeye hazir olduklari da tespit edilmistir.

2.6. Politika Onerileri ve Gelistirme Alanlar

Sosyal yardimlarin istihdami tesvik edici bir islev kazanabilmesi icin bazi temel reform alanlarina ihtiyac duyulmaktadir.
Yardimlarin kosullu hale getirilmesi, mesleki egitim ve danismanlikla desteklenmesi, nesnel muhtaclik kriterlerinin
gelistirilmesi ve kurumlar arasi koordinasyonun artirilmasi énerilmektedir (Coskun et al., 2011; Dal & Temiz, 2023).
Ayrica, yardim sisteminin bireylerin onurunu zedelemeyecek sekilde hak temelli olarak yapilandiriimasi gerektigi
vurgulanmaktadir (Standing, 2002).

Sosyal yardim sistemlerinin dontsimu, yalnizca ekonomik degil, ayni zamanda ideolojik ve ydnetsel degisimlerle de
yakindan iliskilidir. Almanya’da “workfare” anlayisindan "Vatandaslik Geliri" modeline gecis, sosyal yardimlarin yalnizca
calismaya yonlendirme araci degil, ayni zamanda temel bir hak olarak yeniden tasarlandigini gbstermektedir (Seyyar,
2023). Turkiye’de ise bu dontstiim streci, kamu yonetimi disiplininin yapisal krizleri ve yénetisim anlayisina evrilisiyle
birlikte degerlendirilmelidir (Saylan, 2000). Sosyal yardimlarin sadaka kiltira ve stratejik hayirseverlik cercevesinde
sunulmasi, bireylerin yurttaslik haklari temelinde desteklenmesi yaklasimiyla gelismektedir (Simsek, 2014). Bu durum,
uygulayicl personelin rollerine ve hizmetin niteligine de yansimaktadir; arastirmalar, sosyal yardim ve inceleme
gorevlilerinin yardim alanlara yénelik algilarinin, uygulamalarin hak temelli olup olmadigini dogrudan etkiledigini ortaya
koymaktadir (Topuz & Ozkan, 2017). Ayrica, refah rejimi yaklasimlarinda cinsiyet boyutunun ihmal edilmemesi gerektigi;
kadinlarin sosyal yardim bagimliligi riskinin, patriyarkal is bolimi ve bakim emegi lzerinden yeniden Uretildigi
vurgulanmaktadir (Ulgen & Ozalp, 2017).

3. Yontem

3.1. Arastirmanin Amaci ve Tipi

Bu calisma, Tirkiye'de sosyal yardim ile istihdam iliskisini konu alan lisanslstU tezleri inceleyerek, bu alandaki akademik
yonelimleri tematik analiz yontemiyle ortaya koymayi amaclayan nitel bir arastirmadir. Arastirma retrospektif ve
betimleyici tipte tasarlanmistir. Belirlenen arastirma sorulari dogrultusunda, sosyal politika ve sosyal hizmet disiplini
baglaminda Uretilen tezlerin yapisal ve tematik egilimleri analiz edilmistir.

3.2. Veri Kaynagi ve Orneklem Secimi

Arastirmanin evrenini, Turkiye'deki Universitelerde yayimlanmis ve Yiksekoégretim Kurulu Ulusal Tez Merkezi
(tez.yok.gov.tr) veri tabaninda yer alan lisansusti tezler olusturmaktadir. Tez taramasi, “sosyal yardim” ve “istihdam”
anahtar kelimeleri kullanilarak yapilmis; ulasilan calismalar konu butlnlGgu, erisilebilirlik, tam metne ulasilabilirlik ve



analiz edilebilirlik 6lcutleri dikkate alinarak degerlendirilmistir. Dahil edilme kriterleri; tezin bashgl veya anahtar
kelimelerinde “sosyal yardim” ve “istihdam” ifadelerinin gecmesi, tez metnine tam erisim saglanabilmesi ve tezlerin
sosyal politika, sosyal hizmet veya iktisat ana bilim dallarina ait olmasidir. Dislama kriterleri ise bu ana bilim dallar
disindaki disiplinlerde hazirlanmis olmasi ve erisime kapali tezlerdir.

3.3. Veri Toplama Siireci

Tezlerin taramasi, 15.05.2025 ile 01.07.2025 tarihleri arasinda gercgeklestirilmistir. Tarama sonucunda 2010-2020 yillari
arasinda yayimlanmis, erisime acik toplam 11 lisanslstl tez, ¢alismaya dahil edilmistir. Elde edilen tezler, icerdikleri
kuramsal cerceve, yontemsel yaklasim, orneklem ozellikleri, bulgular ve oneriler acisindan sistematik olarak
incelenmistir.

3.4. Veri Analizi Yontemi

Calismada, Braun ve Clarke (2006) tarafindan gelistirilen alti asamali tematik analiz yontemi kullaniimistir. Bu streg, (1)
veriye asinalik kazaniimasi, (2) anlamli veri pargalarinin kodlanmasi, (3) kodlarin temalara dondstirilmesi, (4) temalarin
gozden gecirilmesi, (5) temalarin adlandiriimasi ve tanimlanmasi, (6) bulgularin raporlanmasi adimlarindan
olusmaktadir. Her bir tez icin yazar, yil, Gniversite, ydontem tiiri, 6rneklem bilgisi ve dneriler gibi bilgiler sistematik sekilde
kodlanarak analiz edilmistir. Tematik analiz sonucunda belirlenen alti ana tema dogrultusunda tezlerin icerikleri batincul
ve karsilastirmali olarak degerlendirilmistir.

3.5. Etik Hususlar
Bu arastirma, literattr incelemesine dayali nitel bir calisma oldugundan dolayi herhangi bir bireysel veri toplamamis ve
etik kurul iznine ihtiya¢ duyulmamistir.

3.6. Gegerlik ve Gavenirlik

Nitel bir calisma olmasi nedeniyle gecerlik ve glvenirlik, bulgularin inandiriciligl ve aktarilabilirligi Gzerinden saglanmistir
(kaynaklarda bu konuda spesifik bilgi bulunmamaktadir, bu genel nitel arastirma prensibidir). Bu baglamda, veri analiz
sirecinin her asamasi seffaf bir sekilde belgelenmis, temalarin olusumu ve tanimlanmasi detayh bir bicimde
aciklanmistir. Arastirmacinin analiz slreci boyunca tarafsizligini korumak adina strekli 6z-yansitma yapmasi ve farkli
tezlerdeki benzerlikleri ve farkhliklari dikkatle karsilastirmasi esastir.

4. Temalar

Tablo 1. Temalar ve iliskili Tez Sayisi

Tema iliskili Tez Sayisi
1. Tema: Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi 9 tez
2. Tema: Tembellik-Bagimlilik 5 tez
3. Tema: Yardimlarin istihdam Etkisi 4 tez
4. Tema: Workfare Politikalari 2tez
5. Tema Sistemsel Sorunlar 2 tez

Calismanin kapsamina uygun olacak sekilde bes ana tema belirlenmistir. Temalar lisanslstl tezlerle eslestirilmistir.
Calismanin ilerleyen strecinde hangi tezin hangi temayla baglantili oldugu ve neden baglantili oldugu belirtilecektir.

5. Bulgular

Tablo 2’de yer alan tezler, Tlrkiye'de sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisini cok yonli olarak ele alan lisansisti akademik
calismalardan olusmaktadir. Bu tezler, farkli Universitelerde kamu ydnetimi, sosyal hizmet, iktisat, siyaset bilimi ve
calisma ekonomisi gibi disiplinlerde hazirlanmis olup, sosyal yardimlarin érgitlenmesi, koordinasyonu, istihdamla iliskisi
ve yerel diizeydeki uygulamalari gibi cesitli temalari kapsamaktadir. 2’si doktora, 9'u yiksek lisans olmak lizere toplam
11 tez bulunmaktadir.



Tablo 2. Sosyal Yardim-istihdam iliskisini inceleyen Tezlerin Kiinyesi

Yazar

Davut Oksiz

Alpaslan
Karabulut

Gulcan Urhan

Yasar Aksanyar

Osman Bilici

Hasan Isik Yazici

Emin Balta

Yilma Halis
Dortlemez

Adem Demirci

Sedanur Demir

Yasin Yildiz

Danisman
Prof. Dr. Kadir

Aricl

Prof. Dr. Eylp
Bedir

Dog. Dr. Selmin
Kaska

Prof. Dr.
Abdullah Yilmaz

Yrd. Dog. Dr.
Nedim Dikmen

Prof. Dr.
Mustafa Koksal

Prof. Dr. ibrahim
Halil Sugozi

Dog. Dr. Ayse
idil Aybars

Dog. Dr. Levent
Kuguk

Dog. Dr. Ayhan
Orhan

Dog. Dr. ismail
Barig

Tezin Adi

Sosyal yardimlarin koordinasyon
sorunu

Turkiye'de sosyal yardim ve sosyal
yardimlarin tek merkezden
yuratalebilirligi

Turkiye'de sosyal yardim rejiminin
yerel duzeyde orgitlenmesi: Beykoz
ornegi

Sosyal yardimda yeni bir yaklagim
olarak sartli sosyal yardim: Sosyal
yardim-istihdam baglantisinin
etkinlestirilmesi programi 2014 yili
Turkiye uygulamasi tzerine bir
arastirma

Yoksullukla micadelede sosyal
yardimlasma ve dayanismayi tesvik
fonunun etkileri: Aybasti érnegi

Yoksullukla micadelede sosyal
yardimlasma ve dayanisma
vakiflarinin etkileri: Kdpribasi ilgesi
ornegi

Sosyal yardimlarin sosyo-ekonomik
etkileri: Sirnak ili 6rnegi

The analysis of Turkish Public
Workfare Programme as a social
assistance tool from a comparative
perspective / Sosyal yardim araci
olarak Turkiye'deki Toplum Yararina
Programlarin karsilastirmah
perspektif Gzerinden analizi
Yoksullukla miicadele kapsaminda
Turkiye’deki sosyal yardim
uygulamalari: Ardahan Sosyal
Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakfi
ornegi

Sosyal yardimlarin istihdam ile
iliskisi: Trkiye 6rnegi

Sosyal politika uygulamasi olarak
Aile Sosyal Destek Programi
(ASDEP) degerlendirmesi: Bursa
ornegi

Universite

Gazi
Universitesi

Gazi
Universitesi

Marmara
Universitesi

Dumlupinar
Universitesi

Ordu
Universitesi

Avrasya
Universitesi

Sirnak
Universitesi

Orta Dogu
Teknik
Universitesi

Ardahan
Universitesi

Kocaeli
Universitesi

Uskiidar
Universitesi

Konu

CEKO

CEKO

Kamu
Yonetimi

Sosyal
Hizmetler

Sosyal
Hizmetler

Sosyal
Hizmetler

Ekonomi;
Sosyoloji

Siyasal
Bilimler

Kamu
Yonetimi

Ekonomi

Sosyal
Hizmetler

Derece

Yiksek
Lisans

Yiksek
Lisans

Doktora

Doktora

Yiksek
Lisans

Yiksek
Lisans

Yiksek
Lisans

Yiksek
Lisans

Yiksek
Lisans

Yiksek
Lisans

Yiksek
Lisans

il

2010

2011

2014

2015

2016

2017

2019

2019

2019

2019

2020



Bu tezler, Tirkiye'de sosyal yardim politikalarinin istihdam Gzerindeki etkisini disiplinler arasi bir yaklasimla
degerlendirmekte ve sosyal yardimlarin etkinligi, strddrilebilirligi ve istihdam baglantisini anlamaya yonelik 6nemli
bulgular sunmaktadir.

6. Tezlerin Ayri Ayri incelenmesi ve Temalara Gére Yorumlanmasi

Bu bolimde tezler kronolojik siraya goére ayri ayri incelenecektir. Tezin amaci, kapsami, yontemi, dneri ve sonuc kisimlari
verildikten sonra, olusturulan temalara gore bulgular yorumlanacaktir. Tezlere uygun temalar, tezin devaminda baslklar
halinde verilecektir. Boylece ayrintili sekilde incelenen tezler, calismanin kapsamina uygun olarak hazirlanan temalara
gbre analiz edilmistir.

Davut Oksiiz'iin 2010 tarihinde yayimlanan yiiksek lisans tezi, Tirkiye'deki sosyal yardim sisteminde yasanan sorunlari
ve ¢dzUm Onerilerini ele almis, birgok kurum ve kurulus tarafindan yapilan yardimlarin koordinasyon eksikligini
vurgulamistir. Sosyal yardim sistemi ile istihdam arasinda baglanti kurulmasinin sistemin olmazsa olmaz sartlarindan biri
oldugunu belirtmistir (Tablo 10).

Tablo 3. Sosyal Yardimlarin Koordinasyonu Sorunu

YAZAR ADI DAVUT OksUz

Tlrk sosyal yardim sistemindeki sorunlari incelemek, bu sorunlara yonelik adimlari degerlendirmek ve

AMA
¢ sistemin etkin isleyisi icin dneriler gelistirmek.

KAPSAM Turkiye'de sosyal yardim sistemi yapisal agidan analiz edilmistir.

Teorik bir calisma olarak, sosyal yardim sistemindeki sorunlar, ¢ozim girisimleri ve iyilestirme Onerileri

YONTEM ) ) . ) .
incelenmis; kavramsal agiklamalar ve kurumsal yapilarin degerlendirmesi yapilmistir.

Kurumlarin tek cati altinda toplanmasi, tek bir sosyal yardim kanunu gikarilmasi, ortak veri tabani kurulmasi,
ONERI muhtacghk 6lgltlerinin nesnel tanimlanmasi ve sosyal yardim—istihdam baglantisinin glglendirilmesi
onerilmektedir.

Kurumlar arasi koordinasyon eksikligi ve yardimlarda siyasi amac¢ gudilmesi temel sorunlar olarak

SONU
¢ saptanmistir. Sosyal yardim ile istihdam arasinda baglanti kurulmasi gerektigi vurgulanmistir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Tirk sosyal yardim sisteminde, sosyal yardim sistemi ile istihdam arasinda baglanti
kurulmasinin sistemin "olmazsa olmaz sartlarindan biri" oldugu ve bu konuda adimlar atilmaya baslandigi vurgulanmuistir.

Alpaslan Karabulut'un 2011 tarihinde yayimlanan ylksek lisans tezi, sosyal yardimlarin daha etkili ve verimli kullanimi
icin merkezi bir sistem Onerisi sunmus ve ihtiyac sahibine "balik yemeyi degil balik tutmayi 6gretmek" anlayisiyla sosyal
yardim-istihdam bagi kurulmasinin énemini vurgulamistir (Tablo 8).

Tablo 4. Turkiye'de Sosyal Yardim ve Sosyal Yardimlarin Tek Merkezden Yiratilebilirligi

YAZAR ADI ALPASLAN KARABULUT

AMAC Turkiye’de sosyal yardim sisteminin isleyisini analiz ederek sorunlari tespit etmek ve merkezi bir sistem onerisi
gelistirmek.
Yoksulluk, sosyal hizmet, sosyal glvenlik, sosyal yardim ve sosyal politika kavramlari ile Turkiye’deki sosyal

KAPSAM yardim kurumlar ve yasal cerceve incelenmistir. Ayrica, Almanya, ingiltere, isvec, Fransa ve ABD gibi
Ulkelerdeki refah devleti uygulamalari karsilastirilmis; Turkiye’de sosyal yardimlarin tarihsel sireci ele
alinmistir.

VONTEM Ulusal ve uluslararasi literatlir ve mevzuat taramasi yapilarak Tarkiye’de sosyal yardim sisteminin isleyisi
incelenmis, sorunlar belirlenmis ve merkezi sistem onerisi gelistirilmistir.




ONERI Kurumlarin tek cati altinda toplanmasi, ortak bilgi agi ve degerlendirme kriterleri olusturulmasi, sosyal
yardimlarin istihdam ile iliskilendirilerek bireylerin kendi gecimini saglayabilir hale getirilmesi 6nerilmektedir.

SONUC Sosyal yardimlarin daha etkin ve verimli olabilmesi icin merkezi bir sistemin kurulmasi gerektigi, butincal veri
paylasimi ve sosyal yardim—istihdam baglantisinin dnem tasidigi sonucuna ulasiimistir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Calismada, ihtiyac sahiplerine "balik yemeyi degil balik tutmayi 6gretmek" ilkesiyle
sosyal yardim-istihdam bagi kurulmasi 6nerilmistir. Bu, bireylerin kendi ayaklari Gizerinde durmasini saglamayi hedefler.

Gulcan Urhan'in 2014 tarihinde yayimlanan doktora tezi, degisen refah rejimi baglaminda sosyal yardim rejimini yerel
dizeyde incelemis, istihdamin ve ailenin degisen yapisinin sosyal yardim programlarina etkisini ele almistir (Tablo 4).

Tablo 5. Tiirkiye'de Sosyal Yardim Rejiminin Yerel Diizeyde Orgiitlenmesi: Beykoz Ornegi

YAZAR ADI GULCAN URHAN

AMAC Turkiye’de sosyal yardimlarin, mevcut sosyal yardim rejimi ¢ercevesinde yerel refah sistemi icinde nasil
orgutlendigini incelemek.

KAPSAM Gog, istihdam ve aile yapisindaki degisimlerin sosyal yardimlara etkisi; merkez—yerel iliskisinin, orgitlenme
ve yonetisim yapisinin; kamu ve sivil aktorlerin nitelikleri ile sosyal yardima dair algilarin analizi.

VONTEM istanbul/Beykoz’da niteliksel alan arastirmasi yapilmis; katilimli gézlem, derinlemesine goriisme ve belge
inceleme teknikleri kullaniimistir.

ONERI Yerel dizeyde sosyal yardim programlarinin kapsayiciligl ve yoksullukla micadelede etkinliginin artiriimasi
onerilmistir.
Sosyal yardim rejiminin bireyleri sosyo-ekonomik risklere karsi koruma ve emegin metalagsmasini sinirlama

SONUC islevi oldugu; son yirmi yilda yerel aktorlerin sorumlulugunun arttigi ve sosyal refah alaninda daha etkin hale
geldigi tespit edilmistir. Yerel programlarin kapsami ve etkisi degerlendirilmistir.

Sistemsel Sorunlar Temasi; Tez, Turkiye'de sosyal yardim rejiminin yerel diizeyde nasil 6rgiitlendigini ve temel unsurlarini
arastirmaktadir. Sosyal yardim alaninda merkez/yerel iliskisi, 6rgiitlenme ve yonetisim yapisi/anlayisi gibi sistemsel
konulari ele almaktadir. Ayrica, kamu ve gonilli kuruluslarda gorev yapanlarin niteligi gibi istihdamla ilgili sistemsel
faktorlere deginerek, programlarin kapsayiciligi ve etkinligini degerlendirmektedir.

Yasar Aksanyar'in 2015 tarihinde doktora tezi, klasik sosyal yardim uygulamalarinin bagimhhk kaltird olusturdugu
elestirisini asmak ve sosyal yardim harcamalarini verimli kullanmak Uzere sartli sosyal yardim uygulamalarini
degerlendirmektedir. Ozellikle 2014 yili Tirkiye uygulamasindaki "Sosyal Yardim-istihdam Baglantisinin Etkinlestiriimesi
Programi’'ni incelemistir (Tablo 3).

Tablo 6. Sosyal yardimda yeni bir yaklasim olarak sartli sosyal yardim: Sosyal yardim-istihdam baglantisinin etkinlestirilmesi programi
2014 yili Tarkiye uygulamasi Gzerine bir arastirma

YAZAR ADI YASAR AKSANYAR

AMAC Sartl sosyal yardim uygulamalarini incelemek ve 2014’te baslayan “Sosyal Yardim-istihdam Baglantisinin
Etkinlestirilmesi Programi”ni ele almak.

KAPSAM Dinya ve Turkiye'deki sarth sosyal yardim uygulamalari ile bu uygulamalarin Turkiye'nin sosyal yardim

yaklasimina etkileri ve katkilari.

YONTEM 2014 yili Turkiye uygulamasi cercevesinde literatlr incelenmis, gelisim streci ve etkiler degerlendirilmistir.




BNER Programin daha etkili ve verimli islemesi icin Oneriler sunulmus; gelecekte sosyal yardim sistemine yon
verecek nitelikte oldugu vurgulanmis.

Sartl yardimlarin bagimhlk kalttrinG azaltmada ve sosyal yardim harcamalarinin etkin kullaniminda énemli
SONUC oldugu; 2014’te baslayan programin Tirkiye'nin sosyal yardim anlayisini dondstiren bir adim oldugu
sonucuna varilmistir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Calisma, "Sosyal Yardim-istihdam Baglantisinin Etkinlestirilmesi Programini ve "sartli
sosyal yardim" uygulamalarini incelemektedir. Bu programlar, sosyal yardimlari istihdamla iliskilendirmeyi hedefler.

Tembellik-Bagimhlik Temasi; "Klasik (karsiliksiz) sosyal yardim uygulamalari nedeniyle olustugu iddia edilen bagimlilik
kaltarana kirmak" ve "yardimi daha verimli sekilde kullanmak" amaciyla sartli sosyal yardimlarin ilgi cektigi belirtilmistir.

Workfare Politikalari Temasi; "Sarth sosyal yardim" (conditional social assistance) uygulamalari ve 6zellikle "Sosyal
Yardim-istihdam Baglantisinin Etkinlestirilmesi Programi", Workfare konseptiyle dogrudan iliskilidir; ciinkii yardimlarin
belirli kosullara (genellikle is veya egitimle ilgili) baglanmasini icerirler.

Osman Bilici'nin 2016 tarihinde yayimlanan yuksek lisans tezi, Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanismayi Tesvik Fonu ve
SYDV'lerin yoksullukla micadeledeki aktif rolini incelemis, 6zellikle "gelir getirici ve istihdama yonelik projelerle aileleri
yardima bagimh olmaktan kurtarip onlarin refah seviyelerini yikselterek" micadele ettiklerini belirtmistir (Tablo 13).

Tablo 7. Yoksullukla Miicadelede Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanismayi Tesvik Fonunun Etkileri: Aybasti Ornegi

YAZAR ADI OSMAN BILICi
Yoksullugun nedenlerini anlamak, ¢ozim sireclerini degerlendirmek, sosyal politika araclarinin rolint
AMAC incelemek ve Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakiflarinin (SYDV) yoksullukla miicadeledeki etkinligini
sorgulamak.
KAPSAM Aybastiilgesinde SYDV'den yardim alan 220 kisi Gzerinde anket galismasi yapilmistir.
YONTEM Nicel arastirma yontemiyle anket uygulanmis, veriler analiz edilmistir.

ONER] SYDV’lerin yerelde arastirma, inceleme ve gelir getirici/istihdam projelerini artirarak daha aktif hale gelmesi
onerilmektedir.

1986’da kurulan SYDTF’nin yoksul ve ihtiyac sahiplerine ulasmada 6énemli bir rol Ustlendigi; SYDV’lerin
SONUC yardimlar ve projeler araciligiyla ailelerin refah seviyesini artirarak yoksullukla micadelede aktif bir rol
oynadigl belirlenmistir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakiflar'nin (SYDV) "gelir getirici ve istihdama
yonelik projelerle aileleri yardima bagimli olmaktan kurtarma" roli vurgulanmistir. Bu, yardimlarla istihdami birlestirme
cabasidir.

Tembellik-Bagimlilik Temasi; SYDV’lerin "aileleri yardima bagiml olmaktan kurtarma" hedefi, bagimlilik sorununu ele
aldigini ve bireylerin kendi ayaklari Gzerinde durmasini tesvik ettigini gdstermektedir.

Hasan Isik Yazici'nin 2017 tarihinde yayimlanan yuksek lisans tezi ile, SYDV'lerin yoksullukla micadeledeki etkinligini
arastirdigi ve anket sonuclarina gére vatandaslarin aldiklari yardimlarin yasamlarini rahatlattigini ancak yeterli olmadigi
sonucuna varilmistir (Tablo 12).

Tablo 8. Yoksullukla Miicadelede Sosyal Yardimlagsma ve Dayanisma Vakiflarinin Etkileri: Képribasi ilgesi Ornegi

YAZAR ADI HASAN ISIK YAZICI

Yoksullugun nedenlerini anlamak, ¢6zim slreclerini analiz etmek, sosyal politika aracglarinin rolini
AMAC incelemek ve Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakiflarinin (SYDV) yoksullukla micadeledeki etkinligini
degerlendirmek.



KAPSAM Kopribasi SYDV'den yardim alan 220 kisi Gzerinde yardimlarin etkinligini 6lcmeye yonelik bir alan arastirmasi
yapimistir.
YONTEM Nicel veri toplama ydntemiyle anket uygulanmis; elde edilen veriler SPSS programinda analiz edilmistir.
ONERI Sosyal yardim ile istihdam arasindaki bagin gliclendirilmesi ve kurumsal yapinin daha saglam hale getirilmesi
onerilmektedir.
SYDV'nin yoksullukla micadelede etkinliginin arttigi; yardimlarin yararl bulundugu ancak yetersiz kaldig
SONUC gorulmustdr. Yardim memnuniyetinin 6zellikle yasli, engelli, yalniz yasayan ve dezavantajl gruplarda ylksek
oldugu saptanmistir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Calisma, Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakiflari'nin (SYDV) "yoksullukla
savasimda kaynaklarin verimli kullanilmasini" saglamadaki rolini ve istihdam politikalariyla iliskisini sorgulamayi
amaclamistir. Dizin kisminda da "istihdam" ve "istihdam politikalari" yer almaktadir.

Yardimlarin istihdam Etkisi; Ankete katilan vatandaslarin egitim durumlari ile istihdam durumu arasinda istatistiksel
olarak bir anlamlilik olmadigi belirlenmistir, bu da yardimlarin istihdam Gzerindeki etkisini dolayli olarak arastirmistir.

Emin Balta'nin 2019 tarihinde yayimlanan yiksek lisans tezi, sosyal yardimlarin bireylerin refah dizeylerini artirma gibi
olumlu yonleri yaninda, calisma isteklerini azaltarak istihdama katilimlarini engelleme gibi olumsuz ydnlerini de ele
almistir (Tablo 5).

Tablo 9. Sosyal Yardimlarin Sosyo-Ekonomik Etkileri: Sirnak ili Ornegi

YAZAR ADI EMIN BALTA

AMAC Sirnak ili ve ilgelerinde sosyal yardimlarin ailelerin sosyo-ekonomik dizeylerine etkisini ve demografik
degiskenlere gore farkhliklarini incelemek; yardim éncesi ve sonrasi durumlarini karsilastirmak.

KAPSAM Sirnak ilinde sosyal tardim alan ailelerin yardim dncesi ve sonrasi karsilastiriimasi

VONTEM Sirnak’ta sosyal yardim alan 405 aile ile yapilan gorismelerden elde edilen veriler analiz edilmistir. Yardim
oncesi ve sonrasi durum, yardim tirleri ve istihdam bilgileri degerlendirilmistir.

SNERI Sosyal yardimlar planlanirken bireylerin calisma motivasyonunu artiracak uygulamalara agirlik verilmesi
onerilmektedir.
Sosyal yardimlar egitim, saglik ve yasam kosullarinda iyilesme saglayarak refahi artirmakta; ancak calisma

SONUC istegini azaltarak istihdama katilimi olumsuz etkileyebilmektedir. Arastirma, yardimlarin genel olarak etkili
oldugunu gostermektedir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Sosyal yardimlarin "insanlarin calisma isteklerini azaltmasiyla birlikte istihdama
katilimlarini engellemesi" gibi olumsuz yanlari ele alinmistir. Bu, yardim ve istihdam arasindaki potansiyel baglantiyi
gosterir.

Yardimlarin istihdam Etkisi Temasi; Sosyal yardimlarin "insanlarin calisma isteklerini azaltmasiyla birlikte istihdama
katilimlarini engellemesi" seklinde olumsuz etkileri oldugu belirtiimis ve analiz edilmistir. Ayrica olumlu etkileri de
(egitim, saglik gibi faaliyetlerden yararlanabilme) degerlendirilmistir.

Tembellik-Bagimlilik Temasi; Yardimlarin "insanlarin calisma isteklerini azaltmasiyla birlikte istihdama katilimlarini
engellemesi" ifadesi, sosyal yardimlarin potansiyel olarak bireylerde tembellik veya bagimlilik yaratabilecegi elestirisini
yansitmaktadir.



Yilma Halis Dértlemez'in 2019 tarihinde yabanci dilde yayimlanan yiksek lisans tez ile, Toplum Yararina Programlari (TYP)
"emek yogun projeler yoluyla istihdami artirmak ve sosyo-ekonomik zorluklari azaltmak" amaciyla uygulanan bir arag
olarak incelemistir. TYP'lerin yapisal issizlikle micadele ve yoksullugu azaltma gibi iki ana amacini tartismistir (Tablo 11).

Tablo 10. Sosyal Yardim Araci Olarak Tiirkiye'deki Toplum Yararina Programlarin Karsilastirmali Perspektif Uzerinden Analizi

YAZAR ADI YILMA HALIS OZDEMIR

AMAC Toplum Yararina Programlarin (TYP) yapisal issizlikle micadele ve yoksullugu azaltma amaglarini vurgulamak
ve Turkiye’deki uygulamalarini etkinlik agisindan incelemek.

KAPSAM TYP’lerin iki temel amaci olan issizlikle micadele ve yoksullugun azaltilmasi tartisimistir.

e TYP'lerin tasarim ve uygulamalari, secilmis Glke ornekleri ve alan arastirmasi ile degerlendirilmistir.
Programlarin sorunlari ve etkinlik artirici 6nlemleri analiz edilmistir.

ONERI Tlrkiye'de TYP’lerin daha etkili hale gelmesi igin gesitli dneriler gelistirilmistir.

SONUC TYP’lerin emek yogun projelerle istihdam yaratma ve sosyal-ekonomik sorunlari hafifletmede 6nemli bir arag
oldugu; ana hedeflerinin yapisal issizlik ve yoksullugun azaltilmasi oldugu vurgulanmistir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Toplum Yararina Programlarin (TYP) "emek yogun projeler yoluyla istihdami artirmak
ve sosyo-ekonomik zorluklari azaltmak amaciyla uygulanan birer ara¢" oldugunu incelemektedir. Bu programlar,
dogrudan yardim ve istihdam arasinda bir baglanti kurar.

Yardimlarin istihdam Etkisi ; Toplum Yararina Programlar'in temel amaclarindan biri "yapisal issizlikle miicadele" olarak
belirtilmistir. Bu, programin istihdam Uzerindeki etkisini incelemeyi gerektirir.

Workfare Politikalari; Tezin ana konusu, "Turkish Public Workfare Programme" (Toplum Yararina Programlar) olarak
tanimlanmistir ve bu, dogrudan "Workfare" konseptinin incelenmesidir.

Adem Demirci tarafindan 2019 tarihinde yayimlanan yiiksek lisans tezi, yoksullukla miicadelede Sosyal Yardimlasma ve
Dayanisma Vakiflari'nin (SYDV) rolini ve uyguladiklari hizmetleri arastirmistir (Tablo 7).

Tablo 11. Yoksullukla Mticadele Kapsaminda Tirkiye'deki Sosyal Yardim Uygulamalari: Ardahan Sosyal Yardimlagsma ve Dayanisma
Vakfi Ornegi

YAZAR ADI ADEM DEMIRCI

AMAC Cumhuriyet doéneminden glinimuize yoksullukla micadelede uygulanan politikalari; 6zellikle Sosyal
Yardimlagma ve Dayanisma Genel MidurlGgu ile Ardahan SYDV'nin yapisi, isleyisi ve hizmetlerini incelemek.

KAPSAM Ardahan ili 6zelinde SYDV’'nin kurumsal yapisini ve uygulamalarini ele alarak Turkiye genelindeki kurum
yapisini analiz etmek.

VONTEM Oncelikle yoksulluk olgusu genel hatlariyla aciklanmis; ardindan Tiirkiye genelinde SYGM ve &zelde Ardahan
SYDV’nin kurumsal katkisi, yapisi, isleyisi ve hizmetleri belge incelemesiyle degerlendirilmistir.

ONERI Sosyal yardimlarin etkinligi icin kurumsal yapinin giclendirilmesi 6nerilmektedir.
Yoksullugun en eski ve kiresel bir sorun oldugu; Turkiye’de bu sorunla micadelede kurumsal yapinin SYDTF

SONUG Kanunu sonrasinda kurulan SYGM ve SYDV'lerle sekillendigi belirtilmistir. Ardahan SYDV 6rnegi Uzerinden
isleyis ve hizmetler incelenmistir.




Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Sosyal Yardimlasma ve Dayanisma Vakiflari'nin (SYDV) "gelir getirici ve istihdama
yonelik projelerle aileleri yardima bagimli olmaktan kurtarip onlarin refah seviyelerini yikselterek yoksullukla
micadelede aktif rol oynadig" belirtilmistir.

Tembellik-Bagimlilik Temasi; SYDV'lerin "aileleri yardima bagimh olmaktan kurtarma" hedefi, bagimlilik sorununu ele
aldigini géstermektedir.

Sedanur Demir'in 2019 tarihinde yayimlanan yiksek lisans tezi ile, sosyal yardimlarin bagimlilik olusturdugu ve issizlige
neden oldugu elestirilerini incelemis ve sosyal yardimlar ile istihdam arasindaki iliskinin belirlenmesi yoninde ampirik
analizler yapmistir. Sonuclar, isglicine katilim oranindan sosyal yardimlara dogru tek yonll bir nedensellik iliskisi
oldugunu, ancak sosyal yardimlardan istihdama yonelik temel gostergelere dogru bir nedensellik olmadigini gdstermistir
(Tablo 9).

Tablo 12. Sosyal Yardimlarin istihdam ile iliskisi: Tirkiye Ornegi

YAZAR ADI SEDANUR DEMIR
AMAC Turkiye’'de sosyal yardimlar ile istihdam arasindaki iliskiyi agiklamak ve bu iliskiyi ampirik olarak analiz etmek.
KAPSAM 2005-2018 doneminde Turkiye genelinde yapilan sosyal yardimlarin istihdamla iliskisi incelenmistir.

Aylik veriler kullanilarak VAR analizi, varyans ayristirma, etki-tepki analizleri ve Granger ile Toda-Yamamoto

YONTEM . .
nedensellik testleri uygulanmistir.

ONER] Sosyal yardimlarin istihdama ydnlendirilmesi amaciyla daha etkin politikalarin gelistiriimesi ve sosyal
yardim—istihdam bagintisinin gl¢lendirilmesi dnerilmektedir.

Sosyal yardimlarin istihdama dogrudan olumsuz etkisi bulunmamis; ancak isglictine katiim orani ile sosyal
SONUC yardim ihtiyaci arasinda tek yonliu nedensellik tespit edilmistir. Sosyal yardimlarin bagimlilik riski tasidigina
yonelik elestiriler vurgulanmistir.

Yardim-istihdam Baglantisi Temasi; Calisma, Tirkiye'de sosyal yardimlar ile istihdam baglantisina yénelik yapilan
uygulamalari anlatmis ve bu iki kavram arasindaki iliskinin belirlenmesi yéniinde ampirik analizler yapmistir.

Yardimlarin istihdam Etkisi Temasi; "sosyal yardimlarin gercekten issizlige neden olup olmadigini ve istihdam ile arasinda
ne yonde bir iliskinin oldugu sorularini" yanitlamayi amaclamistir. Ampirik sonuglar, isgliciine katilim oranindan sosyal
yardimlara dogru tek yonli bir nedensellik oldugunu, ancak sosyal yardimlardan istihdama dogru bir nedensellik
olmadigini gostermistir.

Tembellik-Bagimhlik Temasi; "Sosyal yardimlarin, yardim alan muhtag bireylerde bagimlilik hissi olusturduguna ve
kisilerin is aramaktan vazgegip, yardimlarla geginmeyi bir aliskanlik haline donisttrdigine yonelik yapilan elestiriler" bu
calismanin c¢ikis noktasini olusturmustur.

Yasin Yildiz'in 2020 tarihinde yayimlanan ylksek lisans tezi, ASDEP'in arz odakli bir yaklasimla vatandaslarin ihtiyaclarini
yerinde tespit ederek rehberlik ve yonlendirme sagladigi belirtilmistir. ASDEP personelinin is ylk{ ve programin tanitim
eksikligi gibi sorunlar vurgulanmistir (Tablo 6).

Tablo 13. Sosyal Politika Uygulamasi Olarak Aile Sosyal Destek Programi (ASDEP) Degerlendirmesi: Bursa Ornegi
YAZAR ADI YASIN YILDIZ

2016 yilinda baslatilan Aile Sosyal Destek Programi’nin (ASDEP) sosyal politika uygulamasi olarak isleyisini

AMA
¢ degerlendirmek.

Bursa ilinde ASDEP personeli ile yiritilen calisma; vatandaslarin ihtiyaclarinin karsilanma dizeyini

KAPSAM
incelemektedir.




Nitel arastirma yéntemiyle, Bursa Aile ve Sosyal Hizmetler il Midurligi’nde gorevli ASDEP personeliyle

YONTEM - ) .
yapilandirilmis gorasmeler yapilmis ve bulgular betimsel analizle yorumlanmistir.

ONERI ASDEP’in etkinligi icin uygulamadaki aksakliklarin giderilmesi ve personel is vyikinidn azaltiimasi
onerilmektedir.

ASDEP ile talep odakl hizmetten arz odakli hizmet anlayisina gecildigi; ulasilmayan vatandaslara yerinde
SONUC rehberlik ve yonlendirme saglandigi gorilmustir. Programin olumlu etkilerine ragmen, personelin asiri is
yuku ve programin tanitim eksikligi nedeniyle hedeflere tam olarak ulagilamadigi tespit edilmistir.

Sistemsel Sorunlar Temasl; ASDEP uygulamasinin hedeflenen ve istenilen amaci tam anlamiyla gerceklestiremedigini
belirtmektedir. Bunun en biylk nedenlerinden biri olarak, ASDEP kapsaminda goérevli olan personellerin gérevli oldugu
kurumlarda yeterli sayida meslek elemaninin olmamasi nedeniyle kurumun is yikinU Ustlenmis olmalari tespit
edilmistir. Bu durum, programin etkinligini dogrudan etkileyen personel istihdami ve is yiki yonetimi gibi sistemsel
sorunlara isaret etmektedir. Ayrica, programin tanitiminin yapilmamasina bagl olarak personel can glvenligi riski ve
vatandaslarin kisisel bilgi paylasimindaki isteksizlik de operasyonel ve sistemsel aksakliklar olarak vurgulanmistir.

Bu calismalar, sosyal yardimlarin Turkiye'deki yoksullukla micadeledeki rolinl, érgitlenme sorunlarini, istihdamla
iliskisini ve farkli programlarin etkilerini ¢ok yonla olarak ele almaktadir. Her calisma, Tirkiye'deki sosyal yardim
sisteminin karmasik yapisini ve isleyisinin anlasilmasina yardimci olmaktadir. Her tez kendi icinde bir derinlemesine
inceleme sunarken, bir araya geldiklerinde sistemin genel sorunlarinin (koordinasyon eksikligi, bagimhhk riski) ve
potansiyel ¢6zim vollarinin (merkezi yonetim, istihdam baglantisi, arz odakl hizmetler) daha net gorilmesini
saglamaktadir.

7. Tartisma

Bu calismada, Turkiye’de sosyal yardim ile istihdam iliskisini inceleyen lisansisti tezlerin tematik analizi gerceklestiriimis;
analiz sonucunda 6ne c¢ikan alti tema temelinde sosyal yardim politikalarinin istihdama etkileri cok boyutlu bicimde
degerlendirilmistir. Calismanin bulgulari, 6zellikle yardimin kosullu bicimde sunulmasinin bireylerin calisma egilimi
Uzerindeki olumlu etkisine dikkat cekmektedir. Aksanyar’in (2015) tezinde vurgulandigi Uzere, istihdam yikimlGlugu
iceren programlar bireyleri daha fazla isgiicii piyasasina yonlendirme potansiyeli tasimaktadir. Ancak Yazici (2017) ve
Balta (2019) gibi calismalar, sartsiz ve slrekli yardimlarin bireylerde calisma istegini azaltarak yardim bagimliligi riskini
artirdigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu bulgular, Standing’in (2002) “yeni paternalizm otesi glvenlik” yaklasimiyla da
ortismektedir.

Yerel sosyal yardim yapilarinin (6rnegin ASDEP, SYDV) sosyal yardimlari yonlendirme kapasitesi ise 6zellikle Yildiz (2020)
ve Demirci (2019) tarafindan vurgulanmis; ancak kurumsal kapasite eksikliklerinin bu potansiyeli sinirlandirdigi ifade
edilmistir. Bu durum, Kazepov'un (2010) cok dizeyli sosyal politika yonetisimi kurami ile iliskilidir. Literatir, yerel
aktorlerin politika uygulama glclnin merkezi koordinasyon ile bitiunlestirilmesi gerektigini savunmaktadir (Leite &
Buainain, 2013).

Workfare uygulamalari ise, Dortlemez’in (2019) calismasinda belirtildigi gibi, kisa slreli ve disik beceri gerektiren islere
odaklanmakta, bu da programlarin kalici istihdam Gretme kapasitesini sinirlamaktadir. Ozellikle enformel istihdamin
yaygin oldugu bolgelerde bu programlar kayit disiligi dolayli bicimde tesvik edebilmektedir. Bu bulgular, OECD’nin (2021)
aktif isglicU piyasasi politikalarina yonelik elestirileriyle de paralellik gdstermektedir.

Kurumsal koordinasyon eksikligi, Karabulut (2011) ve Oksiz’iin belirttigi gibi (2010) siklikla dile getirilmis ve sosyal
yardim-istihdam entegrasyonunun 6ninde yapisal bir engel olarak tanimlanmistir. Veri paylasimi, ydnlendirme ve izleme
sistemlerinin parcall yapisi nedeniyle sosyal yardimin istihdama yonlendirici etkisi zayiflamaktadir. Bu, Barr'in (2012)
refah devleti tasarimi baglaminda vurguladigl “bitincil sosyal politika” ihtiyaciyla uyumludur.

Demir (2019) tarafindan gergeklestirilen makro dizeyli analizlerde ise, sosyal yardimlarin istihdami artirmada anlamli bir
nedensellik iliskisi olusturmadigi belirtilmistir. Bu durum, Atkinson (1995) ve Deacon’un (1996) refah devletinin yeniden
yapilandirilmasi tartismalari cercevesinde sosyal yardimlarin salt gelir aktarimi degil, istihdami tesvik eden bir araca
donustirilmesi gerektigini glindeme getirmektedir.

Bu baglamda, tartisma bulgulari, sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisinin birey, kurum ve yapisal dizeylerde cok yonli
mudahaleler gerektirdigini; tek boyutlu yardim modellerinin yetersiz kaldigini acikca ortaya koymaktadir.



8. Sonug

Bu calisma, Turkiye'de sosyal yardim ile istihdam iliskisini konu alan lisansustu tezlerin sistematik olarak tematik analizine
dayanmaktadir. Calisma kapsaminda 2010-2020 yillari arasinda yayimlanan ve sosyal politika, sosyal hizmet, iktisat gibi
farkli disiplinlerde yazilmis 11 yUksek lisans ve doktora tezi analiz edilmistir. Braun ve Clarke’in (2006) alti asamali tematik
analiz yontemi dogrultusunda yurutilen analiz sirecinde, sosyal yardim-istihdam iliskisinin cok boyutlu bir yapiya sahip
oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Analiz sonucunda, sosyal yardim politikalarinin bireylerin istihdam davranislarini etkiledigi; ancak bu etkinin yardim
tiriine, uygulama modeline ve kurumsal kapasiteye bagl olarak farklilastigi ortaya konmustur. Ozellikle kosullu sosyal
yardimlarin istihdam yonelimini artirabildigi, ancak sartsiz ve uzun slreli yardimlarin bagimhlk riskini barindirdigi
gbrulmustir. Yerel dizeyde uygulanan programlarin (6rnegin ASDEP) bireyleri destekleme potansiyeli tasidigl, fakat
kurumsal koordinasyon ve izleme mekanizmalarinin yetersizliginin etkinligi sinirladigi tespit edilmistir.

Ayrica workfare tlrd politikalarin kisa vadeli ¢6zimler sundugu, ancak bu programlarin yapisal sorunlari asmakta yetersiz
kaldig gozlemlenmistir. Enformel istihdamin yaygin oldugu bdlgelerde, gecici istihdam politikalarinin kalci is gict
katihmi yaratmadigi; bunun da bireyleri yeniden sosyal yardima yénlendirdigi sonucuna ulasiimistir. Son olarak, sosyal
yardimin istihdam Gzerindeki makro dizeydeki etkisinin istatistiksel olarak sinirli oldugu; bu iliskinin daha ¢ok mikro
diuzeyde, bireysel motivasyon ve yonlendirme mekanizmalari yoluyla isledigi gorilmustar.

Bu bulgular, sosyal yardim politikalarinin yalnizca yoksullugu hafifletici degil, ayni zamanda istihdami tesvik edici araclarla
desteklenmesi gerektigini gdstermektedir. Sosyal hizmet uzmanlarinin stirece aktif bicimde dahil edilmesi, birey odakli
yonlendirme, beceri gelistirme ve sosyal hizmet desteklerinin kurumsal entegrasyonu blyik énem tasimaktadir. Ayrica,
gelecekte yapilacak arastirmalarda hem nicel hem nitel boyutlari iceren karma yéntemli calismalarin artirilmasi, sosyal
yardim-istindam iliskisinin cok katmanli yapisinin daha kapsamli bicimde anlasiimasina katki saglayacaktir.
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Abstract

This study presents a comprehensive bibliometric analysis aimed at exploring the scientific landscape of quality assurance in
healthcare. Utilizing data from the Web of Science Core Collection, an initial pool of 1,845 records was systematically screened
using the PRISMA flow diagram, resulting in 366 English-language, open-access research articles published between 2000 and 2024.
VOSviewer software was employed to visualize and analyze co-authorship networks, keyword co-occurrence, national
collaborations, and bibliographic coupling. The findings demonstrate a notable increase in the number of publications and citations
after 2015, indicating growing academic and policy interest in healthcare quality assurance. Jeffrey Braithwaite was identified as
the most prolific author, while the United States emerged as the leading contributor in terms of national research output.
Frequently occurring keywords such as “Quality Assurance,” “Patient Safety,” “Quality Improvement,” and “Healthcare” highlight
the field’s thematic emphasis on safety, efficiency, and system performance. In terms of scholarly influence, Jaffe (2013) ranked
highest in bibliographic coupling, and JAMA — Journal of the American Medical Association was the most cited journal. Overall, this
bibliometric study provides valuable information on the development, thematic orientations and collaborative structure of
research in healthcare quality assurance, highlighting the interdisciplinary development of this field and its strategic importance
within initiatives towards a global quality assurance focus.
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1. Introduction

Quality service is essential across all sectors, particularly in healthcare, where it directly impacts patient care and societal
well-being. High-quality healthcare processes not only improve individual health outcomes but also contribute to the
sustainability of national health systems (Damberg & Baker, 2016). The increasing complexity and diversity of healthcare
services, coupled with advancements in medical technology and evolving patient expectations, have reshaped
perceptions of quality in healthcare. Consequently, developing and implementing effective quality assurance
mechanisms has become imperative (Sreedharan et al., 2022). WHO (The World Health Organization), emphasizes the
importance of quality, effective, and accessible healthcare services within its Sustainable Development Goals, aiming
for universal health coverage by 2030 (Braithwaite et al., 2018). The significance of quality in healthcare has been
consistently highlighted in studies, both historically and in contemporary research (Fatima et al., 2019). Establishing a
universal health coverage system is crucial for delivering high-quality patient care and ensuring the sustainability of
healthcare processes (Abuosi & Atinga, 2013). The existence of quality in hospital functioning processes is closely related
to the monitoring of plans and practices, especially in the treatment and care stages (Donabedian, 1988). For example,

o 00

2149-8598 / Copyright © 2025


about:blank
http://dx.doi.org/10.29228/javs.86780
http://dx.doi.org/10.29228/javs.86780
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6670-165X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5524-6065

preparing clinical protocols in the hospital that align with evidence-based principles and cooperating with professionals
from different disciplines, including all healthcare professionals, play a key role in improving the quality of care provided
to the patient (Akachi & Kruk 2016; Fatima et al., 2019). With the formation of this cooperation, quality helps the
development of a patient safety culture and strengthens communication within the hospital; on the other hand, it also
contributes to the early detection of possible medical errors and complications (Shekelle et al., 2011; Antony et al.,
2024). The development of quality in health services has been parallel to both scientific advances in medical
developments and innovations in management (Bruce, 1990). While in the early periods, the concept of quality was
shaped based on the individual knowledge, experience, and observations of experienced physicians and nurses in health
care, over time, especially from the second half of the 19th century onwards, patient-focused approaches, improvement
of hygiene conditions in hospital environments and monitoring of mortality rates have constituted the first steps of
guality-focused thinking (Ovretveit, 2000). In the 1980s and 1990s, it was observed that approaches such as total quality
management and continuous quality improvement were intensively transferred to the health field. In the 20th century,
guality control approaches were adapted from industrial processes and transferred to the health system; thus, planning,
control, and continuous improvement became increasingly important in health services (McLaughlin & Kaluzny, 2006).
During this period, the determination of important care standards for the patient, regular monitoring, and
standardization of performance indicators formed the institutional quality culture (Xie et al., 2024). In the same period,
the increasingly widespread accreditation and certification practices and compliance with nationally or internationally
accepted criteria in health showed the importance of quality assurance in health. Today, quality assessment and
improvement processes have become global and real-time, targeting a more patient-centered approach (Kruk et al.,
2018; Alkhatib & Aloqaily, 2024). Achieving quality targets in clinical and administrative processes has become easier
(Kringos et al., 2015). The historical progression of quality in health services can be summarized as a continuous
transformation from simple observational practices to adopting a multidisciplinary and technology-supported
comprehensive institutional approach to health (Endeshaw, 2021). Since the 1980s, quality has emerged as a central
focus in management across various sectors, driven by increasing competition and evolving customer expectations. The
foundation of any quality system lies in customer satisfaction and meeting their needs (Beylik, 2018). In healthcare, this
system is referred to as the "quality assurance system," which ensures that services meet established standards through
systematic and planned activities (Donabedian, 1996). Quality assurance in healthcare aims to enhance patient safety,
improve service effectiveness and efficiency, and continuously refine the outcomes of healthcare institutions (Agyei et
al., 2024). It encompasses not only treatment services but also preventive healthcare, hospital management, patient
satisfaction, and employee safety (Williams, 2016). However, implementing quality assurance in healthcare faces
numerous challenges, including shifting patient expectations, technological adaptation, limited resources, and issues of
access and equity (Cookson et al., 2018; Saini et al. 2022).

Quiality assurance (QA) involves a series of systematic activities designed to ensure that products or services meet
predefined quality criteria (Badrick, 2021). In healthcare, a key aspect of QA is the clear definition of care quality and
the establishment of a shared understanding among stakeholders (Smith et al., 2024). This process provides a
foundation for evaluating compliance with standards and identifying opportunities for continuous improvement (Baker
& Solano, 2020). QA in healthcare not only enhances service delivery but also strengthens the accountability of
healthcare institutions to society. It relies on active and transparent evaluation mechanisms, supported by continuous
feedback. Effective communication between patients and healthcare professionals is central to QA, improving both the
effectiveness and accessibility of healthcare services (Zhang et al., 2018). QA systems promote efficient resource
utilization by identifying areas for improvement at every stage of service delivery (Bilawka & Craig, 2003). Moreover,
establishing structures that continuously monitor and evaluate compliance with standards enables healthcare services
to be delivered in a patient-centered, evidence-based manner (Peters 2006). In healthcare, quality assurance refers to
a systematic approach aimed at ensuring that medical and administrative processes adhere to predetermined standards
(Jha, 2018; Pothirat et al., 2016). Compliance with standards and accreditation enhances the quality of healthcare
institutions, improving patient safety, satisfaction, and employee engagement (Flyger et al., 2024). To build a robust
guality assurance system, it is essential to increase commitment to quality tools such as accreditation (Halpren-Ruder
et al.,, 2019). QA in healthcare is strategically important for achieving better health outcomes and ensuring the
sustainability of healthcare systems (Peltonen et al., 2023). It not only maintains current service performance but also
prepares healthcare systems to address future challenges (Yang et al., 2022). In addition, performance measurement
and evaluation and feedback mechanisms carried out within the system within the quality assurance framework enable
identifying weak points in hospital processes and directing improvement efforts. In particular, the management's
systematic monitoring of criteria such as increased infection rates, waiting times, patient satisfaction rates, and medical
error incidents in hospitals and regular sharing of the results are also carried out with a continuous improvement
approach (Ferreira & Marques, 2021). In addition, hospitals involved in quality and accreditation processes can pay due



attention to quality assurance in service delivery by comparing in-hospital quality standards with international guidelines
(Kruk et al., 2018). In this way, quality assurance contributes to the more efficient use of hospitals' scarce resources, the
professional development of employees, adopting a patient safety culture, and thus improving patient care outcomes
inthe long term (Endeshaw, 2021; Agyei et al., 2024). In conclusion, quality assurance in hospital processes is a strategic
element that improves the effectiveness of care for patients and positively affects the health system's reputation,
economic performance, and service experience. Quality assurance practices can significantly reduce unexpected
outcomes in healthcare and increase patient satisfaction (Yang et al., 2022). For example, when the data of the World
Health Organization are examined, it is seen that nearly 50% of the adverse events in hospitals are preventable; it is
striking that quality assurance initiatives affect the reduction of these events (WHO, 2019). Likewise, the fact that the
medical errors mentioned in the ‘To Err is Human’ report cause high mortality shows that quality is a managerial
responsibility and an ethical obligation (IOM, 2000). In this framework, quality assurance tools such as accreditation
practices, standardized care protocols, and regular performance monitoring offer effective directions to reduce
disruptions in service delivery. In conclusion, quality assurance approaches are an important element affecting the
future of healthcare organizations (Ferreira & Marques, 2021).

This study examines the concept of quality assurance in healthcare, its impact on service delivery, and strategies to
enhance QA. It emphasizes the importance of ensuring quality across all aspects of healthcare services for both
individual patient satisfaction and the sustainability of healthcare systems. The research addresses the following
questions:

e What is the trend in the number of publications and citations related to health quality assurance over time?
e Who are the most cited authors and institutions in the field of health quality assurance?

e Which authors collaborate most frequently in health quality assurance research?

e Which countries collaborate most frequently in health quality assurance research?

e What are the most commonly used keywords in health quality assurance studies?

e What is the bibliographic coupling in terms of journals and texts?

2. Material and Method

In the field of social sciences, bibliometric analysis has become an increasingly popular research method. The
bibliometric analysis method evaluates scientific studies published in a particular field using mathematical methods and
visual mapping (Donthu et al., 2021; Antony et al., 2024). Bibliometric analysis is a valuable tool for evaluating academic
literature, measuring scientific productivity, and understanding research trends. It helps identify gaps in the literature
and guides future studies. Common indicators used in bibliometric analyses include publication counts, citation
patterns, keyword maps, and collaboration networks. VOSviewer is an effective tool for bibliometric analysis planning
and data visual mapping (Dereli, 2024). Using VOSviewer software, author collaboration networks, keyword clustering,
citation analysis, and bibliographic coupling analysis are conducted. This study seeks to investigate the evolution of
research on quality assurance in healthcare by analyzing scientific publications over time. By examining trends in
academic output, the research aims to provide insights into the growth, focus areas, and intellectual dynamics of this
field across different periods.

2.1. Purpose and Type of Research

The purpose of this study is to explore the intellectual structure, publication trends, and collaborative dynamics within
the field of healthcare quality assurance (HQA) through a bibliometric lens. By analyzing a wide range of scholarly
publications, the study aims to uncover the evolution of research topics, the most influential authors, institutions, and
countries, and the network of scientific collaborations shaping the domain. Additionally, the study identifies emerging
keywords and conducts bibliographic coupling to examine thematic convergence across journals and texts.

2.2. Data Collection and Analysis

Web of Science (WoS), Scopus, and PubMed are commonly used databases in bibliometric studies (Hou et al., 2025).
Web of Science is preferred by researchers conducting this type of study due to its comprehensive and detailed
information (Dereli, 2024). In this study, the Web of Science Core Collection was selected as the database for data
collection and analysis. The publication search of the research was carried out on October 12, 2024, from the Web of
Science database. During the search on Web of Science, the keywords ‘quality assurance’ and ‘health’ were used
through the conjunction “and”. On the other hand, within the framework of the inclusion criteria, only open-access and



English-language publications in the form of research articles were considered. The search covered publications
between 2000 and 2024. As a result of the search, a total of 1066 records were accessed and downloaded in the ‘tab-
delimited file’ format for further analysis. The data were analyzed using VOSviewer 1.6.19 software, which is a widely
used bibliometric analysis tool. Figures and maps were created by analyzing the prominent keywords in the publications,
scientific collaboration networks, influential authors, country distributions, referring sources, and organizations
regarding quality assurance in health. The results obtained through the bibliometric analysis method are reported in
the findings section.

2.3. PRISMA Flow Diagram

In the process of determining the scientific studies included in the research, the PRISMA scheme developed by Page et
al. (2021) was utilized. This scheme, a flow of included and excluded criteria, is presented in detail in Figure 1.

Figure 1. PRISMA Model Flow Chart
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Figure 1, which shows the PRISMA flowchart, presents the inclusion and exclusion criteria of health quality assurance
publications because of a search on Web of Science. Firstly, the identification part emphasizes that detailed search is
carried out on the Web of Science. The screening section emphasizes that the criteria for the relevant publications to
be open access, English, and document-wise articles dated between 2000-2024 are considered, and publications that
do not meet these criteria are excluded. On the other hand, the relevance of the publications with the subject was
determined, and 366 publications were selected and saved for analysis in the VOSviewer 1.6.19 program.

2.4. Limitations of the Study

This bibliometric study, covering the years 2000-2024, is limited to English-language, open-access research articles
indexed in the Web of Science Core Collection. Therefore, studies published in other databases or in different languages



were excluded, which may affect the comprehensiveness of the results. Moreover, the analysis relies solely on
guantitative indicators such as citation frequency and co-authorship networks, without assessing the methodological
guality or contextual depth of individual studies.

2.5. Ethical Aspects of the Research

In this study, secondary sources were utilized for data collection and analysis. Since no primary data collection involving
human participants was conducted, there was no requirement for obtaining ethical approval from an ethics committee.

3. Result and Discussion

Times This section presents the findings of the bibliometric analysis, which was carried out utilizing VOSviewer software
and drawing on data extracted from the Web of Science database. The analysis provides a comprehensive visualization
and interpretation of the research landscape, highlighting key trends, patterns, and relationships within the dataset.The
analysis includes co-authorship among authors and countries, author citation patterns, institution citation analysis,
keyword usage, and bibliographic coupling (text and journals). In the network maps, the size of the nodes represents
the number of publications related to health quality assurance, with larger nodes indicating more studies. The thickness
of the connecting lines between nodes reflects the strength of the connection, while the color of the nodes and lines
indicates the similarity of topics (Cao et al. 2023).

3.1. Distribution of Publications and Citations on Health Quality Assurance By Year

The trend in the volume of academic publications and citations related to "Quality Assurance" from 2000 to 2024 is
illustrated in figure 2. During the period from 2000 to 2009, both the publication and citation counts remained at
comparatively modest levels, reflecting a limited scholarly focus on quality assurance within the healthcare domain
during these years. However, beginning in 2010, a marked increase in the number of publications was observed, with a
particularly pronounced surge occurring between 2015 and 2020. This upward trajectory suggests a growing academic
interest and heightened research activity in the field of quality assurance during this decade.Citation numbers also rose
after 2013, with a notable increase after 2020. The period 2023-2024 saw a peak in citation numbers, reflecting the
growing influence and interest in previous publications. The graph clearly demonstrates the increasing importance of
guality assurance studies in academia over the years.

Figure 2. Distribution of Publications and Citations By Year (2020-2024)
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3.2. Co-authorship Network Analysis of Authors

The co-authorship analysis identifies the collaborative structure among researchers by examining their co-publication
patterns. Figure 3 presents the co-authorship network, highlighting authors with the most frequent connections and
collaborations in the field. The dataset was extracted from the Web of Science database, using the keywords "quality
assurance" and "health" within a timespan of 2000-2024. The analysis included authors with at least one publication
and one citation, resulting in a network of 40 authors grouped into four clusters, with a total of 284 connections and a



total connection strength of 404. Jeffrey Braithwaite was the most prolific author with six publications and 58 citations,
demonstrating his central role in the collaborative research landscape. The top three most cited authors were "Levin,
Theodore" (204 citations with 2 publications), "Wensing, Michel" (158 citations with 3 publications), and "Beck, Dennis"
(129 citations with 1 publication). The network reveals strong collaborative ties among core authors, with Braithwaite
positioned as a central figure connecting multiple research groups. The distribution of clusters suggests interdisciplinary
collaboration, where authors from different research backgrounds contribute to the development of health quality
assurance studies. Table 1 provides detailed insights into the number of publications, citations, and total connection
strength of the most collaborative authors. The connection strength metric highlights the influence of each author
within the co-authorship network, reflecting the extent of their collaborations. This analysis underscores the importance
of co-authorship in shaping the research agenda in health quality assurance, facilitating knowledge exchange and
interdisciplinary advancements.

Figure 3. Co-authorship Analysis of Authors
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Table 1. Authors With the Most Co-Authorship
Authors Number of Number of Citation ~ Total Connection
Publication Strength

Braithwaite, Jeffrey 6 58 54
Buja, Alessandra 3 8 41
Adolfsson, Jan 2 15 35
Akl, Elie 2 15 35
Armstrong, David 2 15 35
Brignardello-Petersen, Romina 2 15 35
Follmann, Markus 2 15 35
Langendam, Miranda 2 15 35
Follmann, Markus 2 15 35




3.3. Analysis of Co-Authorship Networks Among Countries

Analysis of Co-authorship networks among countries, identified the countries with the most connections and
collaborations. The co-authorship network analysis of countries is presented in Figure 4. The analysis included countries
with at least one publication and one citation. The network analysis revealed 70 countries grouped into 12 clusters, with
a total of 285 connections and a total connection strength of 452. The most cited countries were the USA, the UK, the
Netherlands, and Australia. Clusters shown in different colors indicate geographically or thematically based cooperation
groups. For example, while there is a strong network of collaboration between European countries, Asian and African
countries have smaller collaborations. This indicates that certain regions are more active in collaboration, while other
regions need more collaboration. These countries also had the highest connection strength. The number of publications,
citations, and connection strength for each country are presented in Table 2.

Figure 4. Co-Authorship Analysis of Countries
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Table 2. Countries With The Most Co-Authorship

Countries Number of Publication Number of Citation Total Connection Strength
USA 104 2519 98
England 54 772 80
Netherlands 20 422 57
Australia 41 546 53
Germany 30 424 43
Canada 24 266 41
Switzerland 18 155 40
Sweden 15 258 37
Italy 10 46 23

3.4. Bibliometric Analysis of Author Citation Networks

The bibliometric analysis of author citation networks is presented in Figure 5. Citation analysis provides insights into the
intellectual impact and collaboration dynamics of researchers in a given field. The analysis included authors with at least
one publication and one citation, resulting in a network of 25 authors grouped into 14 clusters, with a total of 154
connections. The most cited authors were "Levin, Theodore" (2,519 citations), "Burley, Daniel" (772 citations), and



"Caldwell, Cindy" (422 citations). However, these authors did not rank highest in terms of total connection strength,
which represents the overall influence of an author within the research network. The visual representation of author
connections suggests that there is a highly interconnected network, where central authors maintain strong collaborative
ties with multiple researchers. These links indicate that the core authors play a crucial role in fostering research
collaborations both within their respective groups and across different institutions. The total connection strength
rankings, which highlight the most influential authors in terms of network impact, are presented in Table 3.

Figure 5. Citation Analysis of Authors
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Table 3. Most Cited Authors With High Total Connection Strength

Authors Number of Number of Citation ~ Total Connection
Publication Strength
Levin, Theodore 104 2519 98
Burley, Daniel 54 772 80
Caldwell, Cindy 20 422 57
Jamieson, Laura 41 546 53
Oehrli, Michael 30 424 43
Reyes, Juan 24 266 41

3.5. Citation Network Analysis of Institutions

The citation network analysis of institutions is presented in Figure 6. The analysis included institutions with at least one
citation and one publication. The analysis of 844 units resulted in three clusters, 55 connections, and a total connection
strength of 56. The most cited institutions were Northwestern University (480 citations), the University of San Francisco
(420 citations), and Kaiser Permanente Northern California (387 citations). The institutions with the most publications
were the Ministry of Health (11 publications), Monash University (9 publications), and the Karolinska Institute (9
publications). This citation analysis demonstrates the academic impact and collaborative relationships of organizations.
Institutions such as Harvard Medical School, Johns Hopkins University and Mayo Clinic are leaders in citation and
collaboration in the international literature. Institutions such as Kaiser Permanente and the Chinese Academy of Medical
Sciences have established specific collaborations and citation relationships by focusing on a specific research area. The
total connection strength rankings are presented in Table 4.



Figure 6. Citation Analysis of Institutions
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Table 4. Most Cited Authors With High Total Connection Strength

Organizations Number of Number of Citation ~ Total Connection
Publication Strength
Johns Hopkins University 104 2519 98
Mayo Clinic 54 772 80
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 20 422 57
Kaiser Permanente Northern California 41 546 53
Permanente Medical Groups 30 424 43
Harvard Medical School 24 266 41

3.6. Keyword Citation Connection Network Analysis

The keyword network analysis of studies related to quality assurance is presented in Figure 7. Keywords play a crucial
role in bibliometric analyses as they reflect the thematic focus and interconnectedness of research areas. The analysis
included 159 units with at least two repetitions and connections, resulting in nine clusters, 178 connections, and a total
connection strength of 240. The most frequently occurring keywords in the dataset were "Quality Assurance" (61
occurrences), "Patient Safety" (21 occurrences), "Quality Improvement" (16 occurrences), "Healthcare" (13
occurrences), and "Healthcare Quality Assurance" (11 occurrences). These keywords also exhibited the highest total
connection strength, indicating their central role in the research domain. The visual representation of keyword
connections suggests that "Quality Assurance" occupies a core position, with interconnected subfields such as patient
safety, quality management, digital health, artificial intelligence, and outcome-driven healthcare research forming
significant thematic clusters. This mapping highlights the interdisciplinary nature of research in healthcare quality
assurance, demonstrating the convergence of various fields toward improving healthcare services. Table 5 provides a
detailed overview of the connection sizes of the most frequently used keywords in this domain.



Figure 7. Keyword Analysis
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Table 5. Most Repeated Keywords

Keywords Frequency Total Connection Strength
Quiality Assurance 61 124
Patient Safety 21 53
Healthcare 13 42
Quality Improvement 16 35
Accreditation 9 25
Quiality of Healthcare 10 21
Covid-19 10 20
Healthcare Quality Assurance 11 18
Primary Healthcare 7 18
Quality Assessment 5 15
Quality Indicators 5 15

3.7. Bibliographic Coupling Network Analysis of Texts

The bibliographic coupling network analysis of texts is presented in Figure 8. Bibliographic coupling occurs when two
independent sources cite a common reference, providing insights into the intellectual linkages and thematic evolution
within a research field (Dirik et al. 2023). The analysis included 289 units with at least one citation, extracted from the
Web of Science database, using the keywords "quality assurance" and "health" with a timespan of 2000-2024. The
publications with the highest bibliographic coupling were "Jaffe (2013)" with 364 citations, "Dranove (2010)" with 351
citations, "Levin (2011)" with 156 citations, and "Snow (2009)" with 129 citations. In terms of total connection strength,
"Shawahna (2020a)," "Shawahna (2020b)," and "Diaz-Navarro (2024)" emerged as the most influential sources. This
bibliographic mapping analysis reveals that the literature is structured around several core clusters, where authors
within clusters exhibit a high degree of co-citation and shared research focus. Conversely, outliers and peripheral studies
indicate specialized or emerging subfields. The total connection strength rankings, which highlight the most influential
studies based on their bibliographic coupling links, are presented in Table 6. Moreover, Table 6 presents journals with
the highest connection strength, indicating their central role in the research network. Notably, "BMC Health Services
Research" (94 connection strength) and "Plos One" (73 connection strength) serve as pivotal publication sources in this
field.



Figure 8. Bibliographic Coupling Analysis of Texts
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Table 6. Texts with High Total Connection Strength
Documents Number of Total Connection Strength
Documents
Shawahna (2020a) 12 41
Shawahna (2020b) 11 39
Diaz-navarro (2024) 5 27
Cristina (2024) 1 27
Katoue (2021) 6 22
Kredo (2020) 9 21
Noest (2014) 32 16

3.8. Bibliographic Coupling Network Analysis of Journals

The bibliographic coupling network analysis of journals is presented in Figure 8. The analysis included 165 units with at
least one citation. The network analysis revealed 17 clusters, 313 connections, and a total connection strength of 521.
The journals with the highest bibliographic coupling were JAMA - Journal of the American Medical Association (364
citations), Journal of Economic Literature (351 citations), Plos One (264 citations), and Implementation Science (181
citations). In summary, this bibliographic coupling analysis organizes the literature based on shared citations, illustrating
that while journals centered on general and interdisciplinary health services cluster in the middle, those devoted to
more specific thematic areas such as simulation, public health, diagnostics, and laboratory applications, and family
medicine form their subgroups. The connections among these clusters further highlight the methodological or
theoretical proximity across these domains. The total connection strength rankings for journals are presented in Table

7.



Figure 9. Bibliographic Coupling Analysis of Journals
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Table 7. Journals with High Connection Strength

Journals Number of Total Connection Strength
Documents
BMC Health Services Research 25 94
Plos One 24 73
International Journal for Quality in Health Care 10 68
BMJ Open 12 66
BMC Medical Education 5 35
Society for Simulation in Healthcare 2 32
Journal of Evaluation in Clinical Practise 2 31
BMJ Open Quality 6 21

4, Conclusion

Quiality assurance in healthcare is vital for improving service effectiveness, patient safety, and satisfaction. It ensures
that healthcare services comply with national and international standards, supporting the sustainability of healthcare
systems. This process involves identifying risks in advance and implementing preventive measures to safeguard both
patients and employees. Additionally, it provides a framework for detecting and addressing service deficiencies,
optimizing resource utilization, and continuously improving clinical outcomes. Quality assurance not only enhances the
guality of current healthcare services but also lays the foundation for reliable and accessible future healthcare systems.

In this study, the bibliometric analysis examined the network connections of authors, countries, keywords, and texts.
The co-authorship network analysis identified 40 authors grouped into four clusters, with a total of 284 connections
and a total connection strength of 404. The most prolific and cited author was "Braithwaite Jeffrey," highlighting the
central role of certain authors in knowledge production. However, the limited size of collaboration networks suggests
the need for broader interaction among researchers. The co-authorship network analysis of countries identified 70
countries with 285 connections and a total connection strength of 452. The USA, the UK, and the Netherlands were the
most cited countries, reflecting the greater contributions of developed nations due to their resources and collaboration



opportunities. However, the underrepresentation of developing countries indicates a need for greater global inclusivity
in health quality assurance research.

The citation network analysis identified 25 authors grouped into 14 clusters, with a total of 154 connections. The most
cited authors were "Lee Grace," "Sidney Stephen," and "Young Joseph," each with 364 citations. The keyword analysis
revealed that the most frequently repeated keywords were "Quality Assurance" (61 repetitions), "Patient Safety" (21
repetitions), and "Quality Improvement" (16 repetitions), with a total of nine clusters, 178 connections, and a total
connection strength of 240. However, the underrepresentation of certain topics, such as digital health and
sustainability, suggests gaps in the literature. The bibliographic coupling network analysis of texts identified 289 units,
with the most coupled publications being "Jaffe (2013)" with 364 citations and "Dranove (2010)" with 351 citations. In
terms of total connection strength, "Shawahna (2020a)," "Shawahna (2020b)," and "Diaz-Navarro (2024)" were the most
prominent. The bibliographic coupling network analysis of journals identified 17 clusters, 313 connections, and a total
connection strength of 521. The journals with the highest bibliographic coupling were JAMA, Journal of Economic
Literature, Plos One, and Implementation Science. These analyses provide detailed insights into collaboration, citation
patterns, and thematic focus areas in the literature, contributing to a better understanding of the current state of
research in health quality assurance.

Based on these findings, several recommendations can be made to advance the field of health quality assurance. First,
fostering international collaborations, particularly by enhancing the contributions of developing countries, will help
create a global knowledge network. Additionally, more research should be encouraged in understudied areas such as
digital health and sustainable quality management. In addition to our findings, another missing point in the literature is
the studies on integrating quality assurance practices in healthcare with environmental sustainability. More research is
needed on the interaction between quality and environmental performance, especially in areas such as more efficient
use of hospital resources, the green hospital concept, and waste management (Mortimer et al., 2018). Developing
countries with low representation rates due to co-authorship analysis may have quality practice problems that differ in
terms of local needs and conditions (George et al., 2023). Therefore, research funds and capacity-building programs can
be restructured to collaborate with researchers in these countries. In addition to the identified research gaps, the impact
of leadership approach and organizational culture on quality assurance should also be examined (Weaver et al., 2013).
Leadership styles enable more effective participation of healthcare professionals in quality improvement, resulting in
positive outcomes in patient safety and service sustainability. Establishing networks among researchers to facilitate
knowledge sharing can strengthen collaborations. Training programs and funding support should be provided to
enhance research capacity in developing countries. Finally, improving access to high-impact journals will enable the
dissemination and impact of quality research. These recommendations will contribute to a more inclusive, balanced,
and accessible body of knowledge in the field of health quality assurance.
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Ozet

Bu calisma, sosyal medya platformlarinda etkin olan sosyal medya fenomenlerinin (influencer), Gniversite 6grencilerinin satin alma
niyetleri Gzerindeki etkisini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Arastirma, nitel arastirma yontemlerinden icerik analiz yontemi kullanilarak
gerceklestiriimis ve Selcuk Universitesi Moda Tasarimi bdlimi 6grencilerinden olusan 6rneklem grubu tizerinde yiritilmistir.
Katilimcilarla yapilan derinlemesine mulakatlar, influencer’lerin glivenilirligi, uzmanlik dizeyleri ve ekonomik faktorlerin satin alma
kararlari Gzerindeki etkilerini ortaya koymustur. Bulgular, satin alma niyetinin 6zellikle duygusal faktorler, Grin incelemeleri ve
influencer’lerin uzmanhk dizeyleriyle gtcla bir iliski icinde oldugunu géstermektedir. Katilimcilar, influencer’lerin samimi, seffaf ve
alaninda uzman olmasini givenilirlik acgisindan belirleyici unsurlar olarak degerlendirmistir. Ayrica ekonomik durum,
fiyat/performans dengesi ve indirim gibi stratejilerin 6grenciler Uzerinde dogrudan etkili oldugu tespit edilmistir. Arastirmanin
sonuglari, influencer pazarlamasinin tlketici davranislari Gzerindeki etkisini nitel bir bakis acisiyla ele alarak, bu alandaki literattre
onemli bir katki sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Sézciikler: Sosyal Medya, influencer Pazarlamasi, Satin Alma Niyeti, Nitel Arastirma

Abstract

This study aims to examine the effect of social media influencers active on social media platforms on the purchase intentions of
university students. The research was conducted using the content analysis method, one of the qualitative research methods, and
was carried out with a sample group consisting of students from the Fashion Design Department at Selguk University. In-depth
interviews with participants revealed the effects of influencers' credibility, expertise levels, and economic factors on purchasing
decisions. The findings show that purchase intention is strongly related to emotional factors, product reviews, and influencers'
expertise levels. Participants viewed the sincerity, transparency, and expertise of influencers in their field as crucial factors that
determine their credibility. Furthermore, the study revealed that economic conditions, the balance between price and
performance, and strategies like discounts directly impacted students. The results of the study contribute significantly to the
literature in this field by examining the impact of influencer marketing on consumer behavior from a qualitative perspective.
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1. Girig

Dijitallesme slreci ve internet teknolojilerinin hizl gelisimi, yalnizca iletisim bicimlerimizi degil, ayni zamanda tiketici
davranislarini da kokten donUstirmistir. Geleneksel pazarlama yontemleri, tek yonld bir bilgi akisi sunarken, sosyal
medya platformlarinin yayginlasmasi ile cift yonli ve etkilesim temelli bir iletisim modeli ortaya ¢ikmistir. Cift yonlu
iletisim modeli, kullanicilarin pasif bilgi alici konumundan c¢ikararak aktif icerik Ureticisi ve yorumlayicisi konumuna
gecmesine olanak saglamistir (Voramontri ve Klieb, 2019). Bu gelisim, markalarin pazarlama stratejilerinde de radikal
degisiklikleri beraberinde getirmistir. Sosyal medya, markalarin tiketicilere ulagsma bicimini yeniden tanimlarken, ayni
zamanda tiketicilerin Grlnleri degerlendirme, satin alma ve deneyimlerini paylasma sireclerinde de dnemli bir rol
Ustlenmistir (Hutter vd., 2013).

Sosyal medyanin cazibesi, onun sundugu gorsel ve isitsel zenginlik, etkilesim imkanlari ve hizla yayilabilen igerik
potansiyelinden kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu durum, markalarin mesajlarini kisa sirede genis kitlelere ulastirmasina olanak
tanirken, ayni zamanda kullanicilarin Griinler hakkinda fikir edinmesini kolaylastirmaktadir (Schivinski ve Dgbrowski,
2014). Ornegin, instagramin goérsel odakli yapisi, Uriinlerin yasam tarzi baglaminda sunulmasini mimkin kilarak,
geleneksel reklam mecralarina kiyasla daha samimi bir marka-tiketici iliskisi kurma firsati yaratmaktadir (Singh, 2021).
Bu sayede tlketiciler, yalnizca teknik 6zellikleri degil, Grinun kendi yasam tarzlarina ne kadar uyum sagladigini da
degerlendirebilmektedir. Sosyal medya platformlari, kullanicilarin begeni, yorum, paylasim gibi etkilesimleri araciligiyla
marka mesajlarinin organik bicimde yayilmasini saglamakta; bu da elektronik agizdan agiza iletisim (e-WoM) etkisini
glclendirmektedir (Kudeshia ve Kumar, 2017). E-WoM, modern pazarlamanin en gicli unsurlarindan biri haline
gelmistir. Kullanicilar, tanimadiklari kisilerden gelen c¢evrimici yorumlari dikkate alarak satin alma kararlarini
sekillendirebilmekte, bu da markalar icin cevrimici itibari yonetmeyi stratejik bir gereklilik haline getirmektedir (Prasad
vd., 2017). Arastirmalar, pozitif cevrimici yorumlarin marka givenini artirdigini ve satin alma niyetini dogrudan
etkiledigini gdstermektedir (Putri vd., 2022). Sosyal medyada olumsuz geri bildirimler ise hizla yayilabildigi icin, markalar
acisindan potansiyel bir itibar riski barindirmaktadir. Dolayisiyla, sosyal medya yalnizca firsatlar degil, ayni zamanda
dikkatle yonetilmesi gereken riskler de barindiran bir pazarlama alanidir.

Tum bu gelismelerin yaninda, sosyal medyada 6ne c¢ikan en etkili unsurlardan biri de influencer pazarlamasidir.
influencer’lar, belirli bir kitleye hitap eden, yiiksek etkilesim oranlarina sahip icerik ureticileri olarak tanimlanabilir
(Mabkhot vd., 2022). Geleneksel tnlulerden farkli olarak, influencer’lerin glcu, takipgileriyle kurduklari yakin ve samimi
iliskiden kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu kisiler, cogu zaman belirli bir alanda uzmanlasarak (moda, gizellik, seyahat, teknoloji
vb.) takipgileri icin glvenilir bir bilgi kaynagi haline gelirler (Stubb vd., 2019). Bu glven iliskisi, influencer’lerin marka
mesajlarini dogal bir baglam icinde iletebilmesini ve bu sayede tiketici Uzerinde ikna edici bir etki yaratmasini mimkdin
kilar (Putter, 2017).

influencer pazarlamasinin yiikselisi, ¢zellikle Instagram, YouTube ve TikTok gibi platformlarin popilerlik kazanmasiyla
hizlanmistir. Bu mecralar, kullanicilarin gérsel ve video tabanliiceriklere yogun ilgi gbstermesi sayesinde, influencer’lerin
marka tanitimlarini dogal ve cekici bir sekilde sunmalarina olanak tanimaktadir. Ornegin, bir moda influencer’i, yeni
sezon kiyafetlerini glinlik yasaminda giyerek tanittiginda, takipcileri bu Grtnleri yalnizca bir reklam unsuru olarak degil,
yasam tarzlarinin bir parcasi olarak algilayabilmektedir. Bu durum, tiketicinin satin alma niyetini gliclendiren 6nemli bir
psikolojik etkidir (Dinh ve Lee, 2021).

influencerlarin etkisi yalnizca Grin tanitimiyla sinirli degildir. Onlar ayni zamanda takipgileriyle uzun vadeli iliskiler
kurarak, marka sadakati olusturmada da kritik bir rol oynar. Mikro ve nano-influencer’ler, daha kigik kitlelere hitap
etseler de yiksek etkilesim oranlari sayesinde markalar icin 6nemli firsatlar sunar (Shrestha vd., 2023). Bu tur
influencer’ler, takipgileriyle dogrudan ve samimi iliskiler kurarak, markalarin nis pazarlara ulasmasini kolaylastirir. Ayrica,
influencer’lerin kullandiklari hikaye anlatimi teknikleri, Grinleri yalnizca tanitmakla kalmaz, ayni zamanda marka imajini
glclendiren duygusal bir bag da kurar (Onurlubas, 2023).

COVID-19 pandemisi déneminde influencer pazarlamasi daha da 6nem kazanmistir. Fiziksel alisveris imkanlarinin
kisitlandigl bu dénemde, tlketiciler sosyal medya platformlari Gzerinden Grln arastirmalarini artirmis ve cevrimigi
alisverise yonelmistir (Miah vd., 2022). influencerlar, bu siiregte takipcilerine triin énerileri sunarak ve deneyimlerini
paylasarak cevrimici satin alma davranislarini dogrudan etkilemistir. Bu donemde gelistirilen influencer stratejilerinin
bircogu, pandemi sonrasi dénemde de kalici hale gelmistir. Ozellikle geng kusaklar, sosyal medyada takip ettikleri
influencelarin tavsiyelerini geleneksel reklam mesajlarindan ¢ok daha givenilir bulmaktadir (Wang, 2023).

Sonug olarak, sosyal medya ve influencer pazarlamasi, modern tiketici davranislarinin sekillenmesinde merkezi bir rol
Ustlenmistir. Markalar acisindan bu iki unsur, yalnizca satislari artirma araci degil, ayni zamanda tiketici ile uzun vadeli,
glvene dayali iliskiler kurmanin anahtaridir. Dogru stratejilerle ylirUtilen sosyal medya ve influencer kampanyalari,



marka bilinirligini glclendirmekte, tiketici glvenini artirmakta ve satin alma niyetini dogrudan olumlu yonde
etkilemektedir. Bu baglamda, glinimuz pazarlama anlayisinda sosyal medya ve influencer is birlikleri artik tamamlayici
degil, zorunlu birer unsur haline gelmistir. Bu calisma da, sosyal medya ve influencer pazarlamasinin Universite
ogrencilerinin satin alma davranislarina etkisinin belirlenmesi amaclanmistir. Bu baglamda, influencer’lerin yarattig
glven, sahip olduklari uzmanlik ve 6grencilere karsi sergiledikleri tutum ve davranislar dikkate alinmistir. Calismanin
orneklemini Moda Tasarim 6grencileri olusturmaktadir.

2. Kavramsal Cerceve

2.1. Sosyal Medya Kavrami

Sosyal medya kavramini kullanicilarin birbirleriyle yaptiklari iletisim, sohbet ve etkilesimler olusturmaktadir. Sosyal
medya terim olarak, kullanicilarin uygulamalari teknolojinin etkisiyle bir ara¢ veya hizmet olarak kullandiklar dijital
platformlarin bitinudar (Bostanci, 2010: 35). Bu platformlar ayni zamanda kullanicilarin igerik olusturmasina, kendisini
ifade etmesine, paylasim yapmasina, zamandan ve mekandan bagimsiz tim dinya ile etkilesim halinde olmalarina
olanak saglamaktadir. Teknolojinin gelismesiyle birlikte artik her yastan insanin sosyal medya platformlarinda (TikTok,
Instagram, Twitter, Youtube, Facebook) aktif olarak yer almasi, sosyal medyanin insan hayatindaki énemini, kullanim
alanlarini ve ilgisini 6nemli él¢lde arttirmistir (Keskin ve Bas, 2015: 53). Sosyal medya terim olarak akademide ve gunlik
hayatimizin igerisinde kullanirken “dijital platformlar, cevrimici platformlar veya sosyal medya platformlari” gibi terimler
de kullaniimaktadir. Sayimer’e (2008) gore sosyal medya terimi bu platformlarin tim yoénlerini kapsayan genel bir
anlamda kullaniimasi daha yaygin ve uygun gortlmektedir.

2.2. Tuketici Davraniglari

Sosyal medyanin bir reklam araci kullanilmasi, tlketicilerin davranis, karar verme sireci ve alisveris bicimlerini dogrudan
etkilemektedir. Sosyal medya, bu 6zelligi sayesinde marka bilinirligini artirmak icin de tercih edilen énemli pazarlama
stratejisi haline gelmistir (llieva vd., 2024: 2). Wunderman Thompson Intelligence tarafindan 2021’de yapilan
arastirmaya gore, tiketicilerin sosyal medyaya olan ilgisi ve bagimliligl her gecen giin artmaktadir (Holmes, 2021).
TUketici davranisi, bireyin satin alma karari 6ncesinde baslica ekonomik, ihtiyag, begeni gibi faktorlerle sekillenen tim
karar verme slrecinin bitlinld olarak tanimlanmaktadir (Theodorakopoulos ve Theodoropoulou, 2024:2). Sosyal
medyaya olan ilginin artarak devam etmesi tlketici davranislarinda farkli egilimleri de beraberinde getirmistir. Bazi
tUketiciler ayni markaya sadik kalarak tekrarlayan cevrimici satin alma davranisi sergilerken, diger tiketiciler ise farkl
markalari bu sirecin icine dahil ederek daha cesitli ve kapsamli bir alisveris slreci yasamaktadir. Tlketicinin davranisi
degisen moda ve yasam tarzlari gibi cesitli kisisel, psikolojik, makroekonomik ve sosyokdiltirel faktorlerin etkisiyle strekli
degisim halindedir (Cennet, 2021: 35).

2.3. influencer Etkisi

Sosyal medya fenomenlerinin pazarlama etkinligi Gzerindeki etkisi, tiketici davranisi ve marka yonetiminde kritik bir
calisma alani haline gelmistir. Arastirmalar, fenomenlerin varliginin marka bilinirligini énemli 6lcide artirdigini, gesitli
pazarlarda tiketici etkilesimini ve satin alma niyetlerini yonlendirdigini gostermektedir. Bu olgu, fenomen pazarlamasi,
marka gorundrlGga ve tiketici satin alma davranislari arasinda tutarli bir pozitif korelasyon modeli ortaya koyan cok
sayida calismada izlenmistir.

Oncelikle, sosyal medya fenomenlerinin marka bilinirligini artirma becerisi iyi belgelenmistir. Ornegin Mac-Ozigbo,
fenomenlerin sosyal medya platformlarinda marka bilinirligini artirmada 6nemli bir rol oynadigini ve bunun da
tUketicilerin nihai satin alma kararlarini etkiledigini vurgulamaktadir (Mac-Ozigbo, 2021). Calisma, isletmelerin marka
gdrinUrlagind ve satislarini artirmak icin pazarlama stratejilerinin dnemli bir bileseni olarak fenomen ortakliklarindan
yararlanmalari gerektigini dne sirmektedir. Benzer bulgular, fenomen is birlikleri de dahil olmak Uzere sosyal medya
pazarlamasinin marka bilinirligini dnemli dlgtide artirdigini ve satin alma niyetlerini olumlu yonde etkiledigini belirten
Faisal ve Ekawanto tarafindan da dile getirilmistir (Faisal ve Ekawanto, 2022).

Dahasi, Fitriani ve Paramita gibi arastirmacilarin calismalari, etkili influencer etkilesiminin marka farkindaligini dogrudan
satin alma eylemlerine donustlrebilecegini ortaya koymaktadir. Arastirmalari, influencer pazarlamasinin, marka
farkindaligini artirarak satin alma niyetlerini etkiledigi aracil iliskiyi vurgulamaktadir (Patmawati ve Miswanto, 2022).
Ayrica, Hermawan ve Wardhana, influencer’lerin marka iliskileri kurmada oynadigl hayati roll ele alarak, influencer
pazarlamasinin marka algisi ve satin alma niyetleri Gzerindeki etkisini daha da pekistirmektedir (Hermawan ve
Wardhana, 2023).



Ayrica, marka farkindaliginin influencer pazarlamasi ile tiketici niyetleri arasinda araci bir faktor olarak etkilesimi, son
literatiirde odak noktasi haline gelmistir. Ornegin, calismalar, influencer cabalarindan kaynaklanan artan marka
farkindaliginin, Oppong ve ark. tarafindan da belirtildigi gibi, daha yUksek tiketici savunuculuguna ve onayli Grdnler igin
yuksek fiyatlar 6deme istegine yol acabilecegini géstermektedir (Oppong vd., 2022). Bu aracilik rold, daha derin bir
tUketici baglantisi saglayarak yalnizca anlik satin alma kararlarini degil, ayni zamanda uzun vadeli marka sadakatini de
etkiler (Celik, 2022).

Setiawan ve Harris tarafindan yapilan arastirma, belirli sektorler baglaminda, influencer’lerin moda i¢ goruleri igin sosyal
medyaya giderek daha fazla bagiml hale gelen milenyum kusagl arasinda hizli moda marka bilinirligini nasil
etkileyebilecegini gbstermektedir (Lydda vd., 2023). Bu durum, influencer seciminin hedef kitlenin tercihleriyle uyumlu
hale getirilerek etkilesim ve dénldsim oranlarinin en Ust dizeye cikarildigl influencer pazarlamasinin kisiye ozel
uygulanmasinin altini ¢cizmektedir.

Bu bulgularin sonucu, markalarin influencer’lerle yalnizca basit birer destekgi olarak etkilesim kurmamasi, ayni zamanda
0zglnluk ve etkinligi artirmak icin influencer’in hedef kitleleri icin c¢ekiciligini ve alaka duzeyini dikkate alan stratejik
ortakliklar gelistirmesi gerektigini gostermektedir (Ramdan vd., 2023). Sirketler, influencer 6zelliklerini marka kimligi ve
tUketici glveniyle uyumlu hale getirerek, pazarlama hedeflerine ulasmak i¢in sosyal medya influencer’lerin glicinden
etkili bir sekilde yararlanabilirler.

Sonug olarak, influencer pazarlamasinin sosyal medya stratejilerine entegre edilmesi, marka bilinirligini 6nemli dlglide
artirir ve tiiketici satin alma davranislarini dogrudan etkiler. influencer etkilesimlerinin islemsel faydalari aciktir; ctinki
yalnizca bilinirligi artirmakla kalmaz, ayni zamanda tUketiciler ve markalar arasinda duygusal baglar kurarak satislari ve
sadakati artirir.

3. Literatlir Taramasi

Bu bolimde, Satin Alma Davranislarinda Sosyal Medya Fenomenlerinin (influencer) Etkisi ile ilgili olarak ulusal ve
uluslararasi literatlrde bulunan akademik calismalarin bazilarina yer verilmistir.

Kayan’in (2024) yapmis oldugu arastirmanin temel amaci, Turkiye’deki sosyal medya kullanicilarinin influencer’in
paylasimlarindan ne kadar etkilendiklerini ve bu etkinin satin alma niyetlerini nasil degistirdigini ayni zamanda yas ve
cinsiyet gibi demografik ozelliklere gore nasil farklilastigini incelemeyi amaclamaktadir. Arastirma kapsaminda
tiketicilerin %60"1 Kadin, %401 ise Erkek olmak Uzere c¢evrimici yapilan 604 katilimcidan 587 katilimcinin anketi
degerlendirilmistir. Elde edilen veriler, kadin katilimcilarin etkilenme dizeylerinin erkeklere gore erkeklere gore sosyal
medya influencer’lerinden daha yiiksek diizeylerde etkilenerek satin alma egiliminde olduklari ve 20 yas altinda olan
katilimcilarin etkilenme dizeylerinin 21 yas ve Uzerinde olan gruplara gére daha ylksek oldugu goérdlmustdir. Ayrica
lisansUstl egitim dlizeyindeki katilimcilarin ve gelir diizeyi 30.001 TL ve Gstl olan katilimcilarin etkilenme dizeyinin diger
gelir gruplarina ve diger egitim gruplarina gore daha dislk oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir.

Karatas ve Eti'nin 2022 yilinda yapmis olduklari calismanin amaci, Instagram fenomenlerinin sosyal medya pazarlamasi
kapsaminda vyaptiklari Grin/mal/hizmet reklamlarinin Instagram uygulamasinin Gzerinden tiketicilerin satin alma
niyetine etkisini arastirmaktir. Calismada, Turkiye genelindeki 18 yas Gizerindeki bireylerden Instagram kullanicisi olan ve
Instagram fenomenlerini takip eden kisilerden cevrimici anket yontemiyle 315 veri elde edilmis ancak, ¢alismanin
evrenine uygun olmasl icin “Takip ettiginiz Instagram fenomeni var midir?”” soru sorulmus ve 76 kisiden “Hayir.” cevabi
alinmasindan dolayi “Evet.” cevabi veren 239 katilimci 6rneklem buyGklUginG olusturmustur. Elde edilen bulgular gére
kadinlarin satin alma niyeti erkeklere oranla daha ylksektir. Bekar takipcilerin fenomen ile ilgili konularda evli
takipcilerden daha fazla etkilendikleri gérilmekteyken ayni zamanda bekar takipcilerin satin alma niyeti evli takipcilere
kiyasla olumlu dizeyde daha etkilidir. 18-25 yas grubunda yer alan takipcilerin reklama yonelik tutum ve satin alma
niyetleri de diger yas gruplarina gére kismen yiksek oldugu sonucuna variimistir.

Saima ve Khan 2021’deki arastirma makalesinde, sosyal medya fenomenlerinin 6zelliklerinin glvenilirlikleri Gzerindeki
etkisini ve glvenirliklerinin bu 6zellikler ile tiketicilerin satin alma niyeti arasinda araci bir rol oynayip oynamadigini
belirlemeyi amaclamislardir. Google Form araciligiyla cogunlugu sehirde yasayan, 19-30 yas araliginda 76 katilimcidan
veri toplanmistir. Fenomenlerin Urtn hakkinda verdikleri bilginin kalitesi, eglenceli icerik tGretmesi ve givenirliligi,
tUketicilerin satin alma niyetini 6nemli 6lctide etkiledigi ancak, fenomenlerin uzmanliginin tiketicilerin satin alma niyeti
etkileme de 6nemsiz bir degere sahip oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir.

Candz vd.’nin (2020) tarafindan yapilan arastirmada, influencer Marketing uygulamalarinin, sosyal medya kullanicilarinin
satin alma kararini ne o6lclde etkiledigini belirlemeyi amaclamaktadir. Toplam 16 sorudan olusan ¢evrimici anket
yontemi ile veriler elde edilmistir. Calismanin érneklemini zaman ve maliyet agisindan ana kitlenin tamamina ulasmak



mimkUn olmayacagindan dolayi, amach érneklem yontemiile 18 yas ve Uzeri sosyal medya kullanicilari olusturmaktadir.
Sosyal medya kullanan kullanicilarin bayik bir cogunlugu glinlik 4 saat ve Uzerinde sosyal medyada gecirmektedirler.
Katilimcilarin yas dizeyi yikseldikce sosyal medya fenomeni takip etme sayisi da azalmaktadir. Buna ek olarak,
fenomenlerin sosyal medya hesaplarindan yaptiklariicerikli paylasimlar, geng yastaki sosyal medya kullanicilarinin ilgisini
daha fazla ¢ekerken, buytk yas gruplarindaki sosyal medya kullanicilarinin ilgisini daha az cekmektedir.

Kian vd. 2017 yilinda yaptiklari calismanin amaci, sosyal medya sitelerinde tiketicilerin satin alma niyetini derinlemesine
etkileyen glven, algilanan keyif unsurlari, algilanan fayda ve sosyal etki faktorlerini incelemeyi amaclamaktadir. Malay,
Hintli ve Cinli irkindan 102 erkek katihmci 78 kadin katilimcidan cevrimici anket yoluyla veriler elde edilmistir. Veriler,
algilanan kullanim kolayligi, algilanan fayda ve algilanan keyif gibi unsurlarin sosyal medya siteleri aracili§iyla tiketici
satin alma niyeti Gzerindeki olumlu etkisi gibi temel bulgular, sosyal medya sitelerinin islevlerini ve avantajlarini
gelistirerek kullanici dostu hale gelmeleri ve keyifli bir satin alma deneyimi sunmalari gerektigini ortaya koymustur. Ayni
zamanda glven unsurunun da sosyal medya siteleri aracili§iyla tiketici satin alma niyeti Gzerinde etkili oldugunu
dogrulamaktadir.

Mabkhot vd. 2022’ de calistiklari arastirma makalesi COVID-19 salgini sirasinda influencer’lerin, tiketicilerin satin alma
niyetleri Gzerindeki etkisini incelemeyi amaglamistir. Suudi Arabistan'in Dogu Bolgesi'nde yasayan ve cevrimigi
platformlari kullanan %78,8'i erkek, %21,2'si kadin toplam 312 katilimciyla anket gergeklestirilmistir. Calismanin
bulgularina gore givenirliligin, sosyal medya etkileyicileri ile tiketicilerin satin alma niyetleri arasinda aracilik rolinu
Ustlendigini ve tuketicilerin satin alma niyetlerini etkileme glicline sahip oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir.

Seker'in (2021) calismasinda verilerin tekrara dismesi nedeniyle X ve Y kusagindan 42 katilimci ile sinirlandirilarak, yiz
ylze cevrimici olarak milakatlar yapiimistir. Arastirmada, influencer pazarlamanin sosyal medya kullanan ttketicilerinin
satin alma davranislarina ve tutumlarina olan etkilerini incelemek amaclanmistir. Kadin katilimcilar, erkek katilimcilara
gore influencer’lerden daha olumlu etkilenerek daha fazla satin alma gerceklestirdikleri, satin alma 6ncesi kiyaslama,
yorumlari okuma, bilgi alma gibi arastirma surecine girdikleri, daha fazla sayida influencer takip edip, daha ¢cok zaman
ayirdiklari ve daha fazla given duymalarina karsin, erkek katilimcilar gérece daha sipheci bir tutum sergiledikleri
sonucuna ulasiimistir. Ayrica erkek katilimcilar, kadin katilimcilara nazaran daha sikilgan ve daha kolay takibi biraktiklar
ama genel olarak katilimcilarin influencer ile Griin veya marka arasindan uyum beklentileri oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir.

Uresen ve Kaplan tarafindan 2020’de yapilan calismada Instagram fenomenlerinin tiketici satin alma davranislarinda
etkisi olup olmadigini incelemeyi amaclamislardir. Canakkale ilinde yasayan ve Instagram uygulamasini aktif bir sekilde
kullanan 306 katilimcinin anketlerinden elde edilen verilere gére fenomen popdularitesi ve uzmanlginin hem satin alma
davranisi hem de fenomene yonelik tutum Gzerindeki etkisinin dislik olmasinin nedeni, tiketicilerin popularite ve
uzmanlhktan daha cok fenomenin ne derece givenilir oldugunu daha ¢ok 6nemsemesi ve dikkate almasi oldugu
sonucuna ulasiimistir. Buna ek olarak, Instagram fenomenlerinin tiketici satin alma davranislarina énemli 6lgtde etkili
oldugu gorilmektedir.

Aliyeva ve Durucasu’nun 2024 yilinda Instagram sosyal medya fenomenlerinin, Turkiye’deki ve Azerbaycan’daki
Universite 6grencilerinin satin alma davranislarinin Gzerindeki etkileri ve farkliliklari dlgmeyi amaclamislardir. 2023
yilinin Mart-Nisan tarihleri arasinda Turkiye’de Universite okuyan 404 6grenci, Azerbaycan’da Universite okuyan 419
kisiyle internet Uzerinden anket yapilmis, veri toplama islemi gerceklestirilmis. Elde edilen veriler sonucunda,
Turkiye’deki 6grenciler fenomenlerin 6nerilerini daha pragmatik bir sekilde degerlendirdigi gorilirken, Azerbaycan’daki
ogrencilerin kiltirel olarak yakin ve samimi olmalarina daha fazla dnem verdigi sonucuna ulasiimistir.

Masuda, Han ve Lee’nin 2022 yilinda yaptiklari calismanin 6rneklemini bir influencer tarafindan Uretilen YouTube
videolarini izledikten sonra Urlin veya hizmet satin alma deneyimi olan GUlney Kore'deki tim YouTube takipgileri
olusturmaktadir. Veriler e-posta yolu ile gonderilen anket linki Gzerinden elde edilmis olup anketin basinda katilimcilara
YouTube'u bir influencer kanali olarak dizenli olarak kullanip kullanmadiklarini, bir YouTuber videosu izledikten sonra
Urin veya hizmet satin alma deneyimi olup olmadigini ve en az bir YouTube kanalina abone olup olmadiklarini kontrol
etmek icin yerlestirilen tarama sorularinin tamamina “Evet.”” yaniti veren 313 katilimcilardan elde edilmistir. Veriler
sonucunda katilimcilarin video izledikten sonra gdstermis olduklari satin alma egilimlerinde guvenilirlik, algilanan
uzmanlik ve PSR'den etkilendigini, 6zellikle PSR'nin glicll bir etkiye sahip oldugunu gdstermektedir.

Koay vd. 2022’de yaptiklari arastirmada influencer’lerin takipcilerle kurdugu giivenin ve materyalist egilimlerin onlarin
satin alma niyetleri Gzerindeki etkisini incelemislerdir. Veriler cevrimici anket uygulanarak 191 Instagram kullanicisindan
elde edilmistir. influencerlarin giivenirligi ve uzmanhgi, onlarin cekiciligi disinda takipcilerin satin alma niyetinin énemli
etken glclerindendir. Ayrica, materyalizmin sadece cekicilik ve satin alma niyeti arasindaki iliskiyi dizenledigi sonucuna



ulastimistir. Cekiciligin satin alma niyeti Gzerindeki etkisi, takipcilerin materyalizm dizeyine baghdir; etki derecesi
materyalist takipcilerin daha glicli olma egilimini gdsterdigi sonucu bulunmustur.

4. Arastirmanin Metodolojisi

4.1. Arastirmanin Amaci

GUnUmuUzde sosyal medya uygulamalari, dijitallesmenin de etkisiyle birlikte bireylerin tiketim aliskanliklarinin
sekillenmesinde 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Sosyal medya uygulamalarinda icerik Ureten influencer’ler, Urln
tanitimlari, Urin incelemeleri, kisisel deneyimlerini paylasmalari ve markalar ile yaptiklari sponsorluk ve reklam
anlasmalariyla genis genis kitlelere ulasir. Bu sayede, takipgileri Gzerinde yonlendirici, ikna edici bazen de baskilayici bir
etki yaratabilmektedirler. Bu dogrultuda, influencer’lerin Urettikleri iceriklerinin glvenilir bulunup bulunmamasi,
takipcilerin satin alma niyetlerini dogrudan etkileyebilmektedir. Bu arastirmanin temel amaci, influencer’lerin Universite
Ogrencilerinin satin alma niyetine olan etkisinin incelenmesidir. Calisma, influencer’lerin Gniversite 6grencileri lzerinde
yarattigl gliven, uzmanlk seviyeleri ve 6grencilere yénelik tutum ve davranislari agisindan ele alinmis ve satin alma
niyetine olan etki ortaya konulmustur.

4.2. Orneklem Segimi ve Kullanilan Yéntem

Arastirmada nitel arastirma yontemlerinden birisi olan icerik analizi kullanilmistir. icerik analizi, sosyal bilimlerinde yazili
sozIU veya gorsel materyaller Gzerinden sistematik ¢cikarimlar yapmaya yonelik bicimsel bir arastirma yontemidir (Olgun,
2008: 66). Calismada nitel yontemlerin tercih edilmesinin temel nedeni, literatiirde influencer’lere duyulan glven ile
satin alma niyeti arasindaki iliskiyi nicel ydontemlerle arastiran ve analiz eden fazla sayida ¢alisma bulunmaktadir. Bu
kapsamda, s6z konusu kavramlara iliskin nicel calismalarin aksine, nitel bir yaklasimla elde edilen bulgularin influencer-
tUketici iliskisine dair daha derin ve kapsamli bilgiler sunarak ilgili literatire o6nemli bir katki saglayacagini
dusinilmektedir.

Arastirmada amacli 6rneklem yontemi kullaniimistir. Amacl 6rneklem; arastirmanin sorularini aydinlatacak bilgi
acisindan zengin, derinlemesine bilgi edinme olanagi saglayacak 6rneklem gruplarini secmeye odaklidir (Patton, 2002).
Arastirmanin, érneklemini Selcuk Universitesi Moda Tasarimi Bélimu'nde 6grenim géren 6 dgrenciden olusturmaktadir.
Nitel arastirma yontemlerinin kullanildigi calismalarda ¢rneklem baydkliginin tespit edilmesi en belirsiz kisimdir ve
bunun icin belirlenmis net bir yontem bulunmamaktadir (Akcay ve Koca, 2024). Doygunluk nitel arastirmalarda
orneklemin vyeterliligini degerlendirmek acisindan kullanilan en bilinen yoldur. Bu bagamda doygunluk, verilerin
tekrarlanmaya basladigl ve yeni veri lGretilemeyen tepe noktaya verilen addir. Ayni zamanda bu nokta yeterli 6rneklem
blytklagune ulasildigini da ifade eder (Hennik ve Kaiser, 2022; Morse, 2015). Literatiirde, doygunlugun veri, tematik ve
anlam doygunlugu seklinde tasnif edildigi gorilmektedir. Bu ¢alisma da, érneklem sayisinin belirlenmesinde cevaplarin
doygunluga ulasmasi, yani benzerlikler sergilemesi ve farklilasmasi etkili olmus, bu baglamda érneklem sayisinin yeterli
olacagl kanaatine ulasiimistir. Bu gruptan amach érnekleme yontemiyle secilen katilimcilarla derinlemesine mulakatlar
gerceklestirilmistir. Orneklemin bu sekilde belirlenmesinin temel nedeni, moda tasarimi okuyan ogrencilerin giysi,
ayakkabi ve aksesuar gibi moda iceriklerine yogun ilgi duymalari ve ayni zamanda bu iceriklere bilimsel ve akademik bir
perspektiften yaklasma potansiyelleridir. influencer’lerin modaya yogun ilgi duymalari duruma goére degisebilecegi
ongorulmastlr. Bu nedenle, moda tasarimi 6grencilerinin influencer’lere duyduklari given, Urettikleri iceriklerle ilgili
uzmanlik veya deneyim dizeyleriile satin alma niyetiyle arasinda bir iliski olabilecegi dngorilmistir. Bu baglamda, moda
alanina iliskin teknik bilgi birikimine ve detayh takibe sahip olmayan kisilerin érneklem disinda birakilmasi amaciyla
amacl érneklem yontemi tercih edilmistir. Milakat strecinde 6grencilerden influencer’lerin Urettikleri icerikler ve trin
incelemeleri hakkinda duslncelerini aktarmalari istenmistir. Yapilan gérismelerde altinci kisiden sonra cevaplarin
benzerlik gosterdigi ve tekrara disttgl gdzlemlenerek veri doygunluga ulasiimistir. Bu nedenle, katilimci sayisinin alti
kisi olmasi uygun gorilmustar.

Arastirma da katiimcilarin kimliklerini desifre edebilecek paylasimlara yer verilmemistir. Veri toplamak icin mulakat
yontemi tercih edilmistir. Arastirma verileri Mart-Mayis 2025 tarihleri arasinda toplanmis ve her bir gériisme bireysel
olarak ylUz ylze ya da cevrimici olarak gerceklestirilmis, milakat slresi ise yaklasik 15—20 dakika sGrmustdr. Arastirma
sorulari, literatlr taramasi sonrasinda ilgili calismalardan uyarlanmistir. Milakatlarda yari standartlastiriimis sorulara yer
verilmistir. Bu yaklasim sayesinde, katilimcilara arastirma icin kritik olan kavramlarla ilgili bilgi verilmis ve daha
derinlemesine bilgi elde etmek amaciyla ek sorular yoneltilmistir. Katilimcilara yoneltilen milakat sorulari su sekildedir:

e (Cinsiyetiniz?

e Yasiniz?



e Kaginci sinifsiniz?

e Birinfluencer’in glvenilirligini kaybetmesi, o influencer’in tanittig diger Uriin veya hizmetlere olan bakis acinizi
nasil etkiler? Hangi durumlarda glveninizi kaybeder?

e influencer’lerin Uriin incelemelerine ne kadar giiveniyorsunuz?
e influencer’lerin hangi Urlin veya hizmet kategorilerindeki tavsiyelerine daha ¢ok gliveniyorsunuz?
e Birinfluencer’in uzmanlik alaniyla ilgili icerik Gretmesi sizin icin 6nemli mi? Ne derece 6nemli?

e Birinfluencer’in kendi deneyimlerini paylasmasi mi yoksa o konuda almis oldugu egitim mi sizin icin dnemlidir?
ikisi de esit derecede mi dnemlidir?

e Birinfluencer’in tanittigi Griin/hizmet icin hangi 6zelliklere sahip olmasi gerekir?
e Birinfluencer’in tanittigi bir GrinU veya hizmeti satin alirken, nelere dikkat ediyorsunuz?
e influencer’lerin indirim kodu veya kampanya gibi pazarlama stratejileri, satin alma niyetinizi nasil etkiliyor?

e Bir influencer’in paylasimlarinda sizi etkileyen duygusal faktorler neler? Samimiyet, heyecan, aidiyet hissi vb.
duygu/durum bilgisi verebilir misiniz?

e Universite 6grencisi olarak, influencer’lerin sosyal medya paylasimlarinin sizi nasil etkiledigini diistiniiyorsunuz?
Hangi paylasimlar daha etkili?

e influencer’lerin Universite dgrencilerine yénelik icerik tiretmesi, sizin icin ne kadar énemli? Hangi konulara
odaklanmalarini istersiniz?

e influencer’lerin  Universite &grencilerine  yonelik pazarlama stratejilerinin  etik  boyutunu nasil
degerlendiriyorsunuz? Hangi stratejileri etik bulmuyorsunuz?

4.3. Arastirma Verilerinin Analizi, Bulgular ve Tartisma

Arastirmada katiimcilardan elde edilen mulakat verilerinin analizi icin icerik analiz yontemi kullaniimistir. Katilimcilardan
elde edilen veriler, desifre edilerek yazili hale getirilmis ve arastirma modeline gére kodlanmistir. Elde edilen verilerin
kodlama ve analiz streci, MAXQDA 20 analiz programi araciligiyla gerceklestirilmistir.

4.4, Nitel Arastirmanin Glvenilirligi

Nitel arastirmalarda glvenirlik, veri analizinin nesnelligini ve tekrarlanabilirligini saglamak agisindan kritik Sneme sahiptir
(Lincoln ve Guba, 1985: 300). Bu calismada Krippendorff (1980) tarafindan gelistirilen ¢ boyutlu glvenirlik modeli;
kararlilik, yeniden Uretilebilirlik ve dogruluk boyutlariyla ele alinmistir. MAXQDA programi araciligiyla yapilan kodlama,
yaklasik 2 ay sonra tekrarlanmis ve sonuclarda benzerlik gérilmistir. Elde edilen sonug, kararlilik asamasini sagladigini
gdstermektedir. Yapilan ¢alisma, iki farkli kodlama ile tekrar degerlendirilmistir. %86 oraninda benzerlik goriimdstar.
Bu oran, nitel arastirmalar icin gecerli bir kabul seviyesindedir ve givenirlilik testi icin gerekli olan ikinci asama da
saglanmistir. Literatirde daha 6nce yapilan gcalismalarla olan benzerligi inceleyen U¢lncl asama, dogruluk asamasidir.
Krippendorff (1980:131), arastirmanin glvenirliligi icin zorunlu olmadigini belirtmistir. Nitel yontemlerin kullanildig
arastirmalarda, sonuglarin katilimci cevaplarina gore farkhlastirilabilecegi goz éniinde bulunduruldugunda, kararllk ve
yeniden Uretilebilirlik asamalarinin saglanmis olmasi arastirmanin glvenirliligi acisindan yeter kabul edilmistir.

4.5. Katilimcilarin Demografik Bilgiler

Tablo 1'de katilimcilara ait olan demografik bilgileri gosterilmektedir.

Tablo 1. Demografik Bilgiler

Sinifi Say! Yizde
1.Sinif 1 16,66
2.Sinif 0 0
3.5mif 1 16,66
4.Sinif 1 16,66
Yiksek Lisans 3 50




Toplam 6 100
Cinsiyet Say! Yizde
Kadin 6 100
Erkek 0 0
Toplam 6 100
Yas Say! Yizde
18-20 1 16,66
21-23 1 16,66
24-26 3 50
27-29 1 16,66
Toplam 6 100

Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan tretilmistir.

Tablo 1'e gore, Yiksek Lisans yapan 6grenciler katiimcilar tim katiimcilarin %50’sini olusturmaktadir. Ayrica
katilimcilarin %100°0 Kadin katihmcilardan olusmaktadir. 24-26 yas arali§indaki katiimcilar mdilakatin %50’sini
olusturmaktadir.

4.6. Arastirmanin Bulgulari ve Analiz

Arastirmada Kod iliskileri Tarayicisi, Kod iliskileri Tarayicisi Kod Haritasi ve Kod Birlikte Olusma Modeli (Cakisan Kodlar)
yontemleri kullanilarak arastirma verileri analiz edilmistir. Sekil 1’de calismanin Kod iliskileri tarayicisi, Sekil 2’de ise Kod
lliskileri Tarayicisi Kod Haritasi gésterilmektedir.

Sekil 1. Kod iliskileri Matrisi

Kod Sistemi SATIN ALMA NiYETi Fiyat Bilgisi | Uriin/Hizmet Ozellikleri| Kullamici Yorumlari indirim/Kupon Duygusal Faktérler | TOPLAM
GUVENIRLILIK 122 49 97 60 20 143 501
GUVENIRLILIK\Seffalik 2 22 29 19 10 48 [ 160
GUVENIRLILIK\Samimiyet 57 37 47 33 25 83 )
GUVENIRLILiK\Pazarlama Stratejisi 48 27 33 26 27 68 [ 229
GOVENIRLILIK\Tutarlik 55 38 55 33 15 63 [ 259
GUVENIRLILIK\Uriin incelemesi 93 54 89 54 34 122 [ 451
GUVENIRLLIK\Marka imaji 25 1 24 13 7 15 [ o5
EKONOMIK DURUM 61 40 48 24 23 62 258
EKONOMIK DURUM\Etik Boyut 49 31 45 28 11 74 [ 238
EKONOMIK DURUM\lgi Alani 49 12 33 11 15 59 [ 179
EKONOMIK DURUM\Hedef Kitle 28 18 16 8 7 57 [ 134
EKONOMIK DURUM\icerik 97 48 84 55 25 118 [ 47
UZMANLIK /EGITIM 54 47 68 32 8 53 262
UZMANLIK /EGITIM\Takip 18 2 23 18 3 3 [ o5
UZMANLIK /EGITIM\Sponsorluk/Reklam 48 25 4 26 11 64 [ 215
UZMANLIK /EGITIM\Kisisel Deneyim 87 49 79 48 27 103 [ 303
TOPLAM 928 510 811 488 278 1163 4178

Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan Uretilmistir.



Sekil 2. Kod iligkileri Matrisi Kod Haritasi
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Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan Uretilmistir.

Sekil 1'de, Guvenirlilik, Ekonomik Durum ve Uzmanhk/Egitim temalarinin Satin Alma Niyeti ile olan iliski derecesi
gosterilmektedir. Sekil 2’de ise arastirmada kullanilan tim kodlarin birbirleriyle olan etkilesimlerine ait dereceleri
gosterilmektedir. Oncelikle influencer’lere Yonelik Algilari ile Satin Alma Niyeti arasindaki iliskiye bakilmistir. Sekil 1 ‘e
gore ilk Satin Alma Niyeti ile Glvenirlilik arasindaki iliskiye bakildiginda, en fazla ortak iliski saglayan kodlar sirasiyla; Grin
incelemesi ve duygusal faktor (122), Grin incelemesi ve Grtin/hizmet 6zellikleri (89), samimiyet ve duygusal faktor (83),
pazarlama stratejisi ve duygusal faktér (68), tutarlilik ve duygusal faktér (63) olarak bulunmustur. Satin Alma Niyeti ile
Ekonomik Durum arasindaki iliskinin alt boyutlarindan en fazla iliski icinde olan ortak kodlar sirasiyla; icerik ve duygusal
faktor (118), icerik ve Uriin/hizmet 6zellikleri (84), etik boyut ve duygusal faktor (74), ilgi alani ve duygusal faktor (59),
hedef kitle ve duygusal faktor (57) olarak bulunmustur. Son olarak Satin alma niyeti ve uzmanlik/egitim arasindaki
iliskinin alt boyutlarindan en fazla iliski icinde olan ortak kodlar sirasiyla; kisisel deneyim ve duygusal faktor (103), kisisel
deneyim ve Uriin/hizmet 6zellikleri (79), sponsorluk/reklam ve duygusal faktor (64), kisisel deneyim ve fiyat bilgisi (49),
kisisel deneyim ve kullanici yorumlari (48) seklindedir.



Sekil 3: Kod Birlikte Olusma Modeli (Cakisan Kodlar)
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Kaynak: Yazar tarafindan Gretilmistir.

Sekil 3'te Kod Birlikte Olusma Modeli (Cakisan Kodlar) arastirmadaki tim verilerin iliski ve etkilesim sonuclarini tek bir
sekilde gosterilmektedir. Modelde cizgi genisliginden faydalaniimistir. iki degisken arasinda bir iliski varsa cizgi
olusmaktadir. “Cizgi genisligi ise iki degiskenin birbirleriyle olan iliski dereceleri yogunlastikca artmaktadir. Bir baska
deyisle, iki degiskenin ayni veri lizerinde kodlandikca cakisma sayilari artar ve sonug olarak ¢izginin genisligi artmaktadir”
(Cini, 2022). Bu bilgiler dogrultusunda her ne kadar tim degiskenlerin birbiriyle iliski icerisinde oldugu belirlense de cizgi
genisligi ve iliski dereceleri (bkz. Sekil 1) dikkate alindiginda Grin incelemesi, icerik ve kisisel deneyim, satin alma niyetiyle
daha fazla iliski icerisindedirler. Aralarindaki iliskilerin belirlenmesinin yani sira, hangi faktorlerin Givenirlik, ekonomik
durum ve uzmanlk/egitim alt boyutlari agisindan olusturdugu tespit edildikten sonra satin alma niyetinin olusmasina
sebep olan asil olaylar belirlenmistir.

Arastirma kapsaminda, katilimci cevaplarinin ¢ok uzun ve detayli olmasi sebebiyle tamami yer verilmemistir. Sadece
sonuglari temsil edecegi disiintlen cevaplar ve her bir cevabin 6nemli oldugu distnilen cimleler paylasiimistir.

Katilimcilarin cevaplari su sekildedir:
Guvenirlilik

Genel olarak, katilimcilarin influencer’lerin inceledikleri Grlnlerin icerigiyle ya da kullanim sonrasi yarattigi etki ile
soylediklerinin 6rtismemesi sonucu glven kirikhigl yasadiklarini gostermektedir. Ayni zamanda karsilastirma yapilan
Urinlerin ve deneyimledikten sonra tavsiye edilen Grlnleri daha glvenilir bulduklarini ortaya koymaktadir.

“Influencer’in iriinii nasil tanittigina da ¢ok dikkat ediyorum; eder iiriinii sadece yiizeysel sekilde évmiisse,
glivenmiyorum.”

“ Eger bir influencer glivenilirli§ini kaybederse, tanittigi her lirline slipheyle yaklasirim tavsiye ettidi iriinleri satin almam
kesin ve net olarak.”

“ Temiz icerikli dedigi bir (riiniin icinde SLS, Paraben, silikon gibi maddeler varsa kumas kalitesi anlattigi gibi degilse bu
kabul edilemez benim icin. Ciinki bu dogrudan tiiketiciyi takipgilerini kandirmak demek.”

Uzmanlik/Deneyim



Katilimcilarin bu tema icin yaptigl cevaplar genel olarak influencer’in alaninda uzman olmasi egitim almasi ya da
deneyimli olmasinin satin alma dogrusuna cok etkili oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

“Kozmetik seylere giivenip hemen satin almiyorum. Bunun icin gercekten alaninda uzman olmasi gerekir. Ornedin,
eczacidir, ayni zamanda influencer’lik yapiyordur bu béyle bir durumu ancak kabul edebilirim.”

“Alaninda deneyimli, uzman olmasi gerekir. Eger uygunsa kendisinin kullandiktan sonraki elestirisel yorumu da olmal.”

“Bence ¢ok 6nemli ¢linkii uzman oldugu bir alan, ¢ok fazla bilgi birikimi var. Sadece reklam icin bunu yapmiyor, deneyimli
ve bilgili géziiyle bakarim bu kesinlikle énemli arti olarak ona olan giiven duygumu arttiriyor.”

Satin Alma Niyeti

Katilimcilarin satin alma niyetini influencer’lerin alaninda uzman olup olmadigi, ekonomik durumunun o Grind ya da
hizmet satin alip almamaya elverisli olup olmadigl, influencer’in tanittigi ya da inceledigi Grinin ne kadar glvenilir
oldugu ve o influencer’e ne kadar giivendigi ile dogrudan bir iliski oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

“Kiyaslama yapmasi bir kullanici yorumlarini degerlendirmesi de gerekli yani benim isimi kolaylastiracak sekilde bir
tanitim yapiyorsa benim icin o denli glivenilir olur ve (riini o zaman satin almaya karar veririm.”

“Glvenimi kaybettigi icin elbette ki bir daha 6nerdidi ve tavsiye ettigi higcbir (riini satin almayi disinmem. “

“ Genel olarak her influencer icin kiyafet énerileri oluyor genellikle, bir de kozmetik diriinlerine giiveniyorum. Ornedin
fondéten, kapatici, concelar degil de daha risksiz olan driinler mesela rimel, lip balm, g6z kalemi gibi (riinlere de
glvenirim. Bir de restoranlarda énerdikleri yemekler ilgimi ¢ok fazla ¢ekiyor. Glivendigim icin gidip yemeklerin tadina
bakiyorum kiyafetleri aliyorum, kozmetik alisverisi yapiyorum.”

Ekonomik Durum

Bu tema 6grencilerin Urlnleri satin alirken ya da almadan 6nce verdikleri karardaki en blyUk etken fiyat performans
Urdnd olmasi ve 68renci olarak maddi acidan onlara uyum saglayip saglamadigini ortaya koymaktadir.

“Urtintin fiyat/performans trtinii olup olmadigina bakiyorum. Link kaydirmada kupon tanimli mi mesela buna bakiyorum.
E-Ticaret sitesinde mi daha uygun yoksa kendi web sitesinde mi bunu arastiriyorum.”

“Satin alirken indirimli Griin aldigimi disinerekten mutlu oluyorum. Aldigim (riiniin énceki fiyatlandirmasini biliyorsam
gercekten indirimi yakaladi§imi diisiinerekten giivenirim.”

“Moda tasarim 6grencisi oldugum icin tekstil ve moda sektériiyle ilgili iceriklerde kullanici yorumlarina bakiyorum.
Markasi 6nemli kaliteli olmasi acisindan ona bakiyorum. Kendi viicut tipimi filtreleme yapiyorum, gérselleri inceliyorum.
Uriiniin fiyat/performans iriinii olup olmadigina bakiyorum.”

6. Sonug

Arastirma, Selcuk Universitesi Mimarlik ve Tasarim Fakiltesinde okuyan moda tasarimi bdlimi 6grencileri
Uzerinden influencer’lere yénelik algilarinin satin alma niyetiyle iliskisinin olup olmadiginin tespit edilmesi amaciyla
gerceklestirilmistir.

Arastirma sonuglarina gére satin alma niyetinin en fazla iliski icerisinde oldugu temalar sirasiyla su sekildedir: Glvenirlilik
(122), Ekonomik Durum (61) ve Uzmanlik/Egitim (54) seklindedir. Satin alma niyetinin, glvenirlilik temasi icerisinde en
fazla iliski icerisinde oldugu kodlar ise sirasiyla; Griin inceleme ve duygusal faktor (122), Grin incelemesi ve Uriin/hizmet
ozellikleri (89), samimiyet ve duygusal faktorler (83), pazarlama stratejisi ve duygusal faktorler (63) seklindedir. Satin
alma niyetinin, ekonomik durum temasi icerisinde en fazla iliski icerisinde oldugu kodlar ise sirasiyla; icerik ve duygusal
faktorler (118), icerik ve trin/hizmet 6zellikleri (84), etik boyut ve duygusal faktorler (74), ilgi alani ve duygusal faktorler
(59), hedef kitle ve duygusal faktorler (57) seklindedir. Satin alma niyetinin, uzmanlik/egitim temasi icerisinde en fazla
iliski icerisinde oldugu kodlar ise sirasiyla; kisisel deneyim ve duygusal faktorler (103), kisisel deneyim ve Grin/hizmet
ozellikleri (79), sponsorluk/reklam ve duygusal faktorler (64), kisisel deneyim ve fiyat bilgisi (49), kisisel deneyim ve
kullanici yorumlari (48) seklindedir.

Guvenirlilik temasinin alt boyutu olan Grin inceleme alt boyutunun satin alma niyeti temasinin alt boyutu olan duygusal
faktorler alt boyutu ile yogun bir sekilde iliskili oldugu gorilmektedir. Ekonomik durum temasinin alt boyutu olan icerik
alt boyutu satin alma niyeti temasinin alt boyutu olan duygusal faktorler alt boyutu ile yogun bir iliski icinde oldugu
gorilmektedir. Uzmanlik/egitim temasinin alt boyutu olan kisisel deneyim alt boyutu ise ayni sekilde satin alma niyetinin
alt boyutu olan duygusal faktorler alt boyutu ile yogun bir iliski icinde oldugu gorilmektedir. Satin  alma



niyeti duygusal faktorler alt boyutu ile dogrudan ve yogun sekilde iliski icinde oldugu gorilmektedir. Ayrica yapilan
indirim ve tanimlanan kuponlarin, markanin imajini etkilemedigi ama 6grencilerin satin alma niyetini dogrudan etkiledigi
gorilmektedir. Fiyat bilgisinin 6grencilerin influencer’leri takip etmek ya da takipten ¢ikmak konusunda herhangi bir etki
icinde oldugu gozlemlenmistir. Satin alma niyetiyle glvenirlilik, 6grenci olmanin verdigi dezavantajin sonucu olarak
ekonomik durum ve influencer’lerin sayisinin cok artmasi ve igin ticari boyutundan dolay! alaninda uzmanhk/egitim
gerektirdigi ydnde bir iliski oldugunu ifade eden calismalar literatiirde bulunmaktadir (Erdogan ve Ozcan, 2020; Kazanci,
2022).

Arastirmada influencer’lerin sadece Urln tanitimi yapan yUzeysel aktdrler olmaktan 6te, tlketiciyle glivene dayali bir
iliski kurmalari gerektigi vurgulanmaktadir. Katilimcilar, 6zellikle alaninda uzmanlasmis ve kullanici deneyimine dayali
icerikler sunan influencer’leri daha glvenilir bulmus ve bu tir iceriklerin satin alma kararlarini olumlu yénde etkiledigini
belirtmistir. Bununla birlikte, fiyat/performans odakli Grinler, indirim kampanyalari ve ekonomik uygunluk gibi
stratejilerin 6grenciler Gzerinde satin alma niyeti olusturdugu gézlemlenmistir.

Arastirmanin en 6nemli katkilarindan biri, influencer pazarlamasinin sadece reklam ve tanitim faaliyetleriyle sinirli
olmadigini; bireylerin psikolojik, ekonomik ve sosyal yonleriyle dogrudan iliski icinde oldugunu ortaya koymasidir. Nitel
analiz sonucunda, 6zellikle duygusal faktorlerin samimiyet, aidiyet hissi, gliven gibi satin alma niyeti Gzerinde belirgin bir
rol oynadigi saptanmistir. Benzer sekilde Shahzad vd. 2023, Mandung vd. 2024 ve Elida vd.’de 2021, 6z saygi ve tlketici
hassasiyeti gibi psikolojik etkenlerin, influencer etkilesimlerine karsi duyarli oldugunu bu dirtisel unsurlarin satin alma
davraniglarini etkiledigini belirlemistir.

Darmawan ve Gatheru’ya gore (2021) influencer’lerin uymasi gereken etik kurallarin farkinda olan tiketicilerin,
influencer’ler tarafinda yapilan manipulatif hareketlere daha az maruz kaldiklarini ifade etmekte, bu nedenle
influencer’lerin tanitimlarda seffaflik ilkesi geregi daha etik davranmalari gerektigini vurgulamaktadir. Bu calisma
sonucunda da, influencer iceriklerinin etik bir cercevede yiritilmesi gerektigi belirlenmistir. Ozellikle hedef kitlenin
duyarlhliklari gbz 6ntinde bulundurularak, yaniltici iceriklerden kacinilmasi gerektigi, Gniversite 6grencilerinin hem maddi
hem de zihinsel olarak bu tir iceriklerden dogrudan etkilenebilecegi vurgulanmistir.

Cogu akademik arastirma da oldugu gibi bu arastirmada da kisitliliklar bulunmaktadir. Arastirmanin sadece bir ile ait
devlet Universitesinde gerceklesmesi ilk kisithliktir. Diger bir kisitlilik ise sadece bir bolimde okuyan 6grencilerin
orneklem olarak tercih edilmesi ve bu 6grencilerin disincelerine yonelik analizlerin gercgeklestirilmesi bir diger
kisithliktir. Ayrica 6rneklem sayisi ¢calismanin diger bir kisitliligini olusturmaktadir. Ekonomik ve zamanin darhg gibi
kisithliklar da arastirmaya etki etmistir. Bu kisitliliklarin giderilmesi arastirma sonuglarinda farkhhklar dogurabilir.

influencer’lerin Griinlerin incelemesini yaparken samimi olmasi, yorumlarinin tutarliligi ve seffaf bir sekilde agiklama
yapmasi satin alma niyetini dogrudan etkiledigini gostermektedir. Ayni zamanda 6nerdigi veya tavsiye ettigi Grin hizmet
hakkinda bilgi sahibi olmasi ya da egitim almis olmasi da satin alma niyetini etki etmektedir. Liu ve Zheng’in (2024) yaptigl
arastirmada influencer’lerin uzmanlik algisinin, tiketicilerin satin alma niyeti tGzerinde anlamli bir etkisi bulundugunu
ifade ederken, Saima ve Khan 2021’deki arastirma makalesinde, influencer’lerin uzmanliginin tiketicilerin satin alma
niyeti etkileme de 6nemsiz bir degere sahip oldugu sonucuna ulasmistir. Calismamizda influencer’lerin yarattig gliven
kadar, uzmanlik sahibi olmasinin da satin alma niyetine etki ettigi tespit edilmistir. Bu faktorlerin yani sira, pazarlanan
Urtnlerin, fiyat/performans Griint olup olmamasi, Urinlerin fiyat bilgisi ve Grnlere ihtiyac duyulmasi duyulmamasi da
satin alma niyeti 6nemli sekilde etkilemektedir. Bu baglamda, influencer’lerin Urln incelemesi yaparken daha gercekgi
ve tutarli yorumlarda bulunmalari, hedef kitleye uygun olacak fiyat skalasinin belirlenmesi ve buna gore Grlnlerin
tanitilmasina dikkat edilmelidir. Tavsiyelere uyulmasi halinde dgrencilerin satin alma niyetlerinde artis gdzlemlenecegi
ongorilmektedir. Boylelikle, influencer’lere yonelik algilar ile satin alma niyeti arasinda iliskide negatif yonlU bir azalma
yasanir. Calisma elde edilen bu bulgular ve tavsiyelerin literatlire katki saglayacagl ongoérilmektedir. Calismada
uygulanan yéntem, amac ve analizler farkli sehirlerdeki Universitelerde farkli boélimlerde okuyan 6grenciler Uzerinde
uygulanarak yeni nitel calismalar gerceklestirilebilir. Ayrica gelecek arastirmalarda farkli boélimlerden, farkl
Universitelerden ve daha genis 6rneklem gruplarindan veri toplanarak elde edilen bulgularin genellenebilirligi artirilabilir.
Ayrica, bu calismada kullanilan nitel yontemler, ileride nicel yontemlerle desteklenerek kavramlar arasi iliski daha gucli
bicimde test edilebilir.

Sonug olarak, influencer’lere yonelik gliven, uzmanlik algisi ve ekonomik faktoérler, Gniversite 6grencilerinin satin alma
niyetinde belirleyici rol oynamaktadir. Bu baglamda, markalarin ve igerik Ureticilerinin bu dinamikleri dikkate alarak
strateji belirlemeleri, hedef kitle Gzerinde daha etkili sonuglar doguracaktir.
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Abstract

Allocating a portion of national income to defense spending can have varying impacts on the economy. This issue has been the
subject of extensive academic debate, with numerous studies analyzing the connection between defense expenditure and
economic growth through a range of methodological approaches. However, a consensus has yet to be reached among scholars
regarding whether such spending promotes or inhibits economic development. This study aims to investigate the potential effects
of defense expenditures on economic growth in Turkiye from 1990 to 2021, employing Barro’s (1990) theoretical framework. The
analysis utilizes the autoregressive distributed lag (ARDL) approach and the Bayer-Hanck (2013) cointegration method to examine
the relationship between the variables. Furthermore, the ARDL and dynamic ordinary least squares (DOLS) models are employed
to estimate the long-term coefficients. The empirical findings indicate that defense expenditures exert a negative impact on
economic growth. In contrast, population growth, human capital, and gross fixed capital investment demonstrate a positive and
statistically significant relationship with economic growth.
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1. Introduction

Maslow’s (1943) hierarchy of needs theory conceptualizes physiological needs as fundamental necessities,
encompassing “security needs”. According to Maslow (1943), the fulfillment of security needs enables individuals to
interact effectively within society (Sengdz, 2022). In this context, governments allocate a portion of their defense
expenditures to the establishment and maintenance of armed security forces to safeguard their citizens (Dunne et al,,
2008). From this perspective, ensuring both internal and external security represents a fundamental responsibility of
the state (Oztekin, 2015).

A fundamental responsibility of the state is to ensure both internal and external security by providing defense services,
which are classified as pure public goods. Public goods supplied by the state are characterized by non-rivalry and
indivisibility, meaning they are accessible to all citizens without exclusion (Baris and Barlas 2017). Allocations for defense
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services constitute a significant component of public expenditures, often accounting for a considerable share of the
national budget and exerting an influence on macroeconomic dynamics (Tasdelen, 2022).

The role of the state in economic affairs and its potential impact on economic growth has been a longstanding subject
of scholarly debate. Classical and neoclassical economists argue that the state’s involvement in the economy should be
minimal, limited to essential functions such as diplomacy, justice, maintaining public order, and providing infrastructure
services. In contrast, Keynesian growth theory advocates for a more active role of the state, asserting that increased
public expenditure contributes positively to economic growth (Sen, 2007).

Endogenous growth models suggest that economic growth is primarily driven by intrinsic market factors while
recognizing the diverse roles the state can play in fostering long-term development (Ercan, 2002). Romer (1986)
underscores the significance of state policies in supporting the R&D sector, which generates broader societal benefits.
Similarly, Lucas (1988) emphasizes the state’s critical role in allocating a larger share of public expenditures to education,
thereby increasing enroliment rates and promoting human capital development. Additionally, Lucas highlights the
importance of state-supported R&D initiatives, patent systems, and mechanisms to safeguard intellectual property
rights as fundamental drivers of innovation and economic growth (Sen, 2007).

The relationship between defense expenditure and economic growth has been a subject of ongoing debate among
economists. According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) (2023), global defense
expenditure has reached unprecedented levels, highlighting the significance of this relationship. Various theoretical
perspectives seek to explain this connection, including Military Keynesianism and the neoclassical economic approach
(Dunne et al., 2001; Hacilioglu, 2004).

The Military Keynesian perspective argues that increased defense spending generates positive externalities in key
sectors such as education, technology, infrastructure, and industry, thereby stimulating economic growth (Benoit 1973;
Yildirim et al. 2005; Wijeweera and Webb 2011; Simsek and Ocal 2016). More broadly, Keynesian theory suggests that
defense expenditure enhances aggregate demand through a multiplier effect, subsequently expanding production
capacity and fostering economic growth (Abu-Bader and Abu-Qarn 2003).

Conversely, the neoclassical approach posits that increased defense expenditure may adversely impact economic
growth by crowding out private investment and more productive public sector expenditures (Looney 1995; Dunne et
al., 2005). Neoclassical theorists contend that scarce resources should be allocated to sectors such as education and
healthcare, as channeling them into defense spending may generate negative externalities (Bright 2016). Moreover,
diverting resources away from productive investments toward defense expenditures may impede human capital
accumulation, thereby constraining long-term economic growth (Looney 1995). Empirical evidence supporting this
perspective is found in studies conducted by Galvin (2003), Mylonidis (2008), and Chang et al. (2011).

Various models have been employed to analyze the relationship between defense expenditure and economic growth,
including the extended Solow model, the Feder-RAM model, and the Barro model (Dunne et al. 2005). Seminal work
initiated extensive research on this relationship; however, the literature remains inconclusive regarding both the
direction and magnitude of the effect (Benoit’s 1973; Benoit’s 1978). This study investigates the relationship between
defense expenditure and economic expansion in Tlrkiye using the Barro-type growth model, the ARDL approach
(Pesaran et al., 2001), and the Bayer-Hanck cointegration method (Bayer and Hanck, 2013).

Feder (1983) developed a supply-oriented model to analyze the effects of exports on economic growth by dividing
underdeveloped countries into export and non-export sectors. In an alternative study, Feder (1983) introduced a model
aimed at exploring the relationship between military expenditure and economic growth in less developed countries
(Sezgin, 1997).

Additionally, Ram (1986) and Biswas and Ram (1986) proposed a model that explains the positive link between defense
expenditures and growth through two primary mechanisms: (1) defense expenditures positively contribute to overall
economic performance, and (2) the defense sector exhibits higher efficiency relative to other sectors. As a result,
reallocating resources toward the highly efficient defense sector can enhance overall economic growth (Basar and Kind
2012).



The Feder-Ram model conceptualizes the economy as being composed of two distinct sectors: the defense sector (M)
and the civilian, non-defense sector (C) (Sezgin, 1997). Based on this framework, the total output of the economy and
the total production function can be represented as follows:

M =M (Ky, Lu) (2)
C = C(Ke, Le, M) (3)

As indicated in equations (1), (2) and (3) “Yc” is the output of the civilian (non-defense) sector, “Yun” is the output of the
military (defense) sector, “K” represents the stock of capital while “L” represents labor. Although both sectors utilize
homogeneous labor and capital, the model also incorporates the external effects of military production on civil
production and acknowledges differences in factor productivity (Biswas and Ram 1986). In addition to the separate
production functions for the defense sector (M) and the non-defense civil sector (C), the total output (Y) produced from
labor (L) and capital (K) inputs is represented as follows (Ram 1995):

The model separates labor inputs into ML for the military sector and CL for the civilian sector, and capital inputs into
MK for military use and CK for civilian use. This classification is designed to demonstrate how military production
influences the civilian sector differently and to emphasize the structural distinctions between the two sectors (Biswas
& Ram, 1986; Atilla, 2019).

MK/CK=ML/CL=1+§ (5)

In equation (5), the two-sector Feder—Ram model is presented. Here, “6” represents the difference in factor
productivity, “Cv” denotes the impact of defense expenditures on the civil sector, “Y” stands for total output, “I/Y”
represents the ratio of investments contributing to economic growth, and “M/Y” indicates the ratio of defense
expenditures to GDP. On the other hand, when the differential productivity factor of defense expenditures is separated
from the externality effect using (6), the model takes the form of the threshold equation (8) (Biswas and Ram 1986).

¥ =a/v) +B(0) + (25 Cu) MM/Y)) (6)
¥ =a/v) +B(L) + (25 +Cu) MM/Y)) (7)
¥ =a(/v)+ ) + (S5 +6) MM/Y)) + 6 M (8)

Variants of equations (7) and (8) have been estimated using cross-sectional country data (Biswas and Ram 1986),
country-specific time series data (Huang and Mintz 1991; Ward et al. 1993; Sezgin 1997), and panel data (Murdoch, Pi
and Sandler 1997) (Dunne et al. 2005). The theoretical and econometric weaknesses of the Feder—Ram model are as
follows (Dunne et al. 2005; Atilla 2019):

1. Thedifferences in marginal factor productivity across sectors, as specified in Equation (6), give rise to interpretational
issues. In econometric studies, a non-zero estimated “6” leads to an interpretation where one sector is seen as “less
efficient” or “less effective” than the other.

2. There are difficulties in calculating the inter-sectoral organizational inefficiencies inherent in the model's structure.

3. Another weakness stems from the econometric specification of the regression equations. In equations (7) and (8), it
is unclear which factors influence the error term, and there is no variable representing technological progress apart
from the military externality.

4. In the Feder-Ram equation, placing defense expenditures on the right-hand side leads to an over-determination
issue. This is because, even if the defense expenditure variable is held constant, the resulting increase in total output
may still be driven by defense expenditures.

5. The last two variables in this model may lead to multicollinearity, resulting in large standard errors and erroneous
estimates of the externality parameter. Moreover, in time series analysis, the lagged values of total output are an
important determinant of growth; the absence of lagged variable terms further complicates the model.



The Feder-Ram model, originally developed by Ram (1986) and Biswas and Ram (1986), has been extensively examined
within the empirical literature investigating the nexus between defense expenditure and economic growth (Alexander,
1990; Alexander, 1995; Ward et al.,, 1991; Huang & Mintz, 1990; Sezgin, 1997). Critiques of its theoretical and
econometric foundations have resulted in the development of several alternative specifications (Heo, 2010).

Feder (1983) developed an approach that was widely used to explain the relationship between exports and growth as
well as public expenditures and growth; however, it is now seldom used outside of studies on defense expenditures and
growth (Dunne et al. 2005). In 1992, Mankiw, Romer, and Weil introduced a new model by incorporating human capital
into the Solow growth model, which is referred to as the “Extended Solow Model” (Mankiw et al. 1992). The main
reason for including human capital in this model was to clarify the impact of savings and population on growth, as their
effects were not fully understood despite the inclusion of human capital in savings and population variables. Therefore,
incorporating human capital allowed for a better understanding of these dynamics (Hacibebekoglu 2019).

The Extended Solow Model was first employed to determine the impact of defense expenditures on growth by Knight
et al. (1996). Its fundamental assumption is that the defense expenditure share, denoted by the series m = M/Y, affects
growth through a productivity parameter that controls labor-augmenting technological change (Dunne et al. 2005). This
model is derived from the neoclassical aggregate production function (Auger et al. 2017; Atilla 2019).

Y(®) = K(t) “[ABL®O] ¢ (9)

In the equation above (9), “Y” denotes total real output, “K” represents the real capital stock, “a” is partial productivity,
“L” indicates labor, and “1 —a” corresponds to the partial productivity of labor. “A” stands for the technological progress
coefficient. The technological progress coefficient has been re-derived to encompass the externalities of defense
expenditures as follows.

A(t) = A0e9  m(t)° (10)

The model incorporates the exogenous Harrod-neutral rate of technological progress, denoted as“e®” which represents
the share of defense spending in GDP. According to Equation (10), a permanent shift in the military expenditure ratio
does not affect long-run growth but may lead to a short-run rise in per capita income. A defense-inclusive variant of the
Extended Solow Model is represented in Equation(11)(Heo 2010).

Alny(t) =L o+ 1lny(t—1)+ flns+ f3in(n+g+d)+ Brlnm(@t)+Pslnm(t—-1)+e (11)

In this model, “A” represents the difference (or change), “y” denotes national income, “s” is the share of private sector
savings in GDP, “g” stands for technological progress, “n” is the growth rate of the labor force, “d” represents capital

depreciation, and “m” is the share of defense expenditures in GDP.

Dunne, Smith, and Willenbockel (2005) advocated the Extended Solow Model over the Feder—Ram model because it
possesses several strengths. By incorporating both the current and lagged values of defense expenditures, the model
gains a more dynamic structure, allowing for the testing of the lagged effects of defense spending. However, this
approach introduces a multicollinearity problem. Moreover, while the Extended Solow Model retains some advantages,
it loses the strong aspects of the Feder—Ram model by omitting non-defense government expenditures, thereby
neglecting the externality effects of defense spending (Heo 2010).

Barro (1990) argued that policymakers could enhance long-run economic growth by adhering to public policies that do
not rely on external factors. According to Barro (1990), an increase in public expenditures generates two distinct effects.
Initially, the rise in public spending exerts pressure on the private sector, which might have a negative impact on growth.
Subsequently, the increase in public expenditures leads to improvements in private sector productivity and
consequently arise in the growth rate. Barro (1990) also posited that there exists an optimal level of public expenditures,
beyond which further increases would adversely affect growth. He further asserted that the optimal government size is
achieved when marginal costs and marginal benefits are equal. The primary motivation behind Barro (1990)’s study
was to identify the impact of externalities—such as public expenditures and taxes—on the private sector (Tasar 2015).
Since the main source of financing for public expenditures is tax revenue, an increase in taxes adversely affects savings,
thereby negatively impacting growth (Barro 1990).

Conversely, a reduction in tax rates is expected to support economic growth and stimulate private sector R&D activities
(Erdogan and Canbay 2016). Devarajan et al. (1996), using data from 43 countries covering the period from 1970 to



1990, modified the growth model developed by Barro (1990) to propose a new equation. This new model was argued
to yield more robust estimates when compared with the Feder—Ram and Solow models, due to a series of theoretical
and econometric issues present in the latter models (Dimitraki and Ali 2015). Barro (1990)’s growth model possesses
several strengths relative to other models, as summarized by Yakovlev (2007):

1. It explicitly allows for the influence of various government expenditures financed by taxes on output through
production.

2. It facilitates the measurement of efficiency and productivity in public expenditures and helps identify the
distortionary effects of taxation.

3. It permits the investigation of nonlinear effects between public expenditures and economic growth.

4. Although numerous models exist regarding the effects of different components of government spending on
economic growth and many of these econometric models are quite complex, Barro’s (1990) model is comparatively
simple and straightforward (Devarajan et al. 1996).

Due to these strengths, Yakovlev (2007) recommended the use of the Internal Barro model for determining the direction
of the relationship between defense expenditures and economic growth. Assuming that the nexus between military
expenditure and economic growth dynamics, the function ¢i = [d1(n1), 2] is defined as follows (D’Agostino et al. 2019):

2 9i=1=01(n1)=1-02 (12)

Here, “d1” represents the share of defense expenditures in GDP, and “n1” is the independent variable. The function
$1(n1) shows the effect of the defense expenditure component on the growth rate. The components of government
expenditures depend on their relative shares ¢i and output elasticities. The partial derivative of y with respect to $1(n1)
is given as follows:

9y —( a B)A (13)
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In this expression, the sign of the partial derivative depends on the parameters within the brackets. For example, if the
military spending component ¢1 exhibits a positive partial derivative, it is classified as “productive” and is associated
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Conversely, if defense expenditures are deemed inefficient, then: 6(25(132/771) <
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This formulation allows for the impact of an exogenous shock affecting one of the components to be captured (in this
case, the share of defense expenditures in GDP will be analyzed). This study distinguishes itself by utilizing Barro’s (1990)
growth model alongside the ARDL (2001) and Bayer-Hanck (2013) tests, which have not been widely applied in this
context. Earlier studies using the Feder-RAM and extended Solow models have been criticized for inadequately
capturing the relationship between defense expenditure and economic growth (Dunne et al. 2005).

By employing a Barro (1990) type growth model, this study seeks to contribute to the literature. The study is organized
into four sections. The introduction discusses the theoretical framework linking defense expenditure and economic
growth. The second section reviews relevant literature and outlines empirical analyses of the relationship. The third
section presents the analysis results, comparing them with findings from previous studies. Finally, solutions and
suggestions for further studies were identified.

2. Literature

Research on the nexus between military expenditure and economic growth dates back to the early 1970s. One of the
first significant empirical studies, conducted by Benoit (1978), found that defense expenditure positively influences
economic growth. Since then, the topic has remained a subject of ongoing debate among scholars (Yang et al. 2011).



Several studies, including those by You and Looney, Frederick (1983), Lim (1983), and Fai, Annez, and Taylor (1984),
have presented contrasting findings, suggesting that defense expenditure negatively affects economic growth. A
common conclusion among these studies is that allocating national income to defense spending—rather than to public
investments in education, healthcare, and infrastructure—can have adverse effects on economic growth (Gokbunar and
Yalcinkaya, 2004).

The literature includes a broad range of empirical and theoretical studies on this relationship. Some studies support the
Keynesian perspective, which argues that defense spending stimulates economic growth, while others favor the
neoclassical view, which claims it impedes growth. Several studies, however, conclude that the impact is statistically
insignificant. This study categorizes the literature into three groups for structured analysis.

The first group of studies, grounded in the Keynesian approach, posits that defense expenditure exerts a positive
influence on economic growth. This perspective suggests that military spending generates positive externalities by
fostering human and physical capital accumulation, infrastructure development, and R&D investments, thereby
accelerating technological progress (Bekmez and Support, 2015). Among the most influential studies in this category,
(Emile Benoit 1973; Emile Benoit 1978) conducted an analysis of 44 developing countries over the period 1950-1965
using a traditional growth model. His findings indicate that defense expenditure positively contributes to economic
growth. Similarly, Atesoglu and Mueller (1990) employed the Feder-Ram model to assess the relationship between
defense spending and economic growth in the United States from 1949 to 1989. Their results further corroborate the
argument that defense expenditure exerts a positive and statistically significant influence on economic growth.

Sezgin (1997) examined the relationship between defense expenditure and economic growth in Turkiye from 1950 to
1993 using both supply-side and demand-side models within the Feder-Ram framework. His findings showed a favorable
impact of defense spending on growth. A later study by Sezgin (2000) confirmed these results. Atesoglu (2002) used
guarterly data for the U.S. from 1947:2 to 2000:2 and found that increased defense spending positively influenced
economic growth using Johansen’s VECM. Halicioglu (2004) extended Atesoglu’s model to Turkiye for 1950—-2002 and
similarly found a positive impact. Yildirim, Sezgin, and Ocal (2005) examined 12 Middle Eastern countries, including
Tarkiye, using the Feder-Ram model and also found a positive relationship.

In contrast, Yilan and Ozcan (2010) used Gregory-Hansen cointegration and Toda-Yamamoto causality analyses on
Turkish data from 1950 to 2006. They found no long-term relationship, though a unidirectional causality ran from
economic growth to defense expenditure. Yildirim and Ocal (2016) evaluated 128 countries (2000-2010) and confirmed
a favorable impact of defense spending on growth. Korkmaz (2019) segmented countries by religion, finding favorable
impacts in Christian-majority countries, negative effects in Israel, and no significant effects in Muslim-majority countries.
Naimoglu and Uzbek (2022), using Fourier Shin and Shin cointegration tests, concluded that increased defense
expenditure supports economic growth. Naimoglu and Uzbek (2022) investigated the defense-growth nexus using
Fourier Shin and Shin cointegration tests. Their analysis revealed that an increase in defense expenditure contributes to
economic growth, suggesting a long-term positive relationship between military spending and economic performance..

The second group of studies, aligned with the neo-classical approach, contends that defense expenditure exerts an
adverse effect on economic growth.. According to this perspective, military spending diverts scarce resources away
from productive investments in key sectors such as education, healthcare, and technology, thereby hindering economic
growth (Eyes 2016). You and Looney (1983) analyzed 44 developing countries from 1950 to 1965 using linear regression
methods. Their findings suggest that while defense expenditure positively influences economic growth in high-income
countries, it has a negative impact in low-income countries. Similarly, Lim (1983) examined 54 developing countries
from 1965 to 1973 using the Harrod-Domar growth model and concluded that military spending negatively affects
economic growth. Conversely, Fai, Annez, and Taylor (1984), using a demand-side model on 64 countries (1952—-1970),
found a negative effect. Galvin (2003) examined 64 developing countries, including Tlrkiye, and also reported a negative
impact.

Lastly, Palaz and Karagol (2004) applied Johansen cointegration and Granger causality analysis to Turkiye (1950-2002).
Their findings further support the neo-classical view, demonstrating that defense expenditure adversely affects
economic growth.. Aizenman and Glick (2006) conducted an empirical analysis examining the relationship between
defense expenditure and economic growth in 92 countries, including TUrkiye, over the period 1989-1998. Their findings



suggest that the impact of military spending on economic growth is conditional on security threats. Specifically, during
periods of low security threats, defense expenditure has a negative effect on economic growth, whereas in times of
heightened security threats, it exerts a positive influence. Mylonidis (2008) investigated the economic implications of
defense expenditure in 14 European countries by employing Barro’s (1990) growth model. Utilizing both cross-sectional
and panel data analysis for the period 1960-2000, the study found that defense expenditure negatively affects
economic growth, supporting the neo-classical perspective. Similarly, Dunne and Nikolaidou (2012) analyzed the impact
of military spending on 15 European Union countries using the Solow-Swan model. Their results indicate that defense
expenditure has an adverse effect on economic growth, further reinforcing the argument that military spending crowds
out productive investments.

Hou and Chen (2013), analyzing 35 developing countries (1975-2009) with GMM, confirmed the adverse effect.
Shahbaz et al. (2013) found similar results for Pakistan using the ARDL method. Korkmaz (2015) applied panel data
analysis to 10 Mediterranean countries and found a negative impact as well. Shahbaz et al. (2013) conducted an
empirical analysis on Pakistan utilizing the ARDL method, concluding that defense expenditure exerts a significant
negative effect on economic growth. Similarly, Korkmaz (2015) applied panel data analysis to a sample of 10 selected
Mediterranean countries, finding that military spending negatively impacts economic growth. Lame (2018) used Bayer-
Hanck and Maki cointegration tests on Tlrkiye (1960-2016) and found significant negative effects. Boztepe (2021),
using the Smooth Transition Panel Regression Model in 14 Middle Eastern countries (2000—2019), reported that defense
spending negatively affected economic growth in 11 countries, including Tirkiye, though 4 countries showed a positive
effect.

Furthermore, a range of studies conducted across different countries using various econometric methodologies—such
as those by Canbay (2010), Kun (2010), Asiloglu (2019), Canbay (2020), Torun et al. (2021), Dada et al. (2023), have
consistently indicated that defense expenditure negatively affects economic growth. Beyond the two primary
perspectives on the relationship between defense expenditure and economic growth, a third body of research focuses
on whether a statistically significant association exists between the two variables. For instance, Kollias (1997) used
Granger causality analysis in Tlrkiye and found no causal relationship.Similarly, Dritsakis (2004) investigated Tirkiye and
Greece using data from 1960 to 2001, finding a long-term cointegration relationship between defense spending and
economic growth. However, short-term VECM causality analysis revealed a unidirectional causal link, with economic
growth influencing defense expenditure in both countries. A broader review of the literature suggests that while
defense expenditure can influence economic growth, there is no consensus regarding the direction or magnitude of this
impact (Yeti et al. 2017; Halicioglu 2004).

3. Data set and Variables

This study investigates the impact of defense expenditures on economic growth in Turkiye, with a particular focus on
the direction of this relationship. The analysis utilizes annual data covering the period from 1990 to 2021. The key
variables included in the study are the ratio of defense expenditures and gross fixed capital investments to gross
domestic product (GDP), GDP per capita (real GDP based on 2015 fixed prices, in US dollars), total population, and
human capital.

Following Barro (1991), who emphasized that high school education serves as a strong indicator of human capital due
to its positive influence on economic growth, this study adopts the total number of individuals holding general and
vocational high school diplomas as the human capital variable. Additionally, according to the Keynesian approach,
population growth is expected to positively impact economic growth by stimulating effective demand (Telatar and Terzi,
2010). To account for this effect, total population is included as a control variable. The literature reveals a lack of
consensus on both the impact of defense expenditures on economic growth and the most appropriate measure of
defense spending—whether in monetary terms or as a proportion of GDP (Brauer 2002). Given this ambiguity, the study
opts to use the ratio of defense expenditures to GDP to ensure a more standardized comparison across time

The data on the ratio of defense expenditures to GDP were obtained from the SIPRI database, while information on per
capita GDP, total population, and the ratio of gross fixed capital formation to GDP was sourced from the World Bank
databases. Additionally, data representing human capital were compiled from the book Statistical Indicators, 1923—
2013, published by TUIK (Turkish Statistical Institute), as well as other TUIK statistical indicators. Table 1 presents an
overview of the key variables included in the model, providing essential descriptive statistics and sources for each
variable.



Table 1. Variables Used in the Analysis

Variables Abbreviations Data Source Time Period
GDP per capita (real gross domestic product, in

USpdollarFs), based (;gn constant 2012 prices) PCl World Bank 1990-2021

Defense expenditures % of GDP DE SIPRI 1990-2021

Total population POPC World Bank 1990-2021

Gross fixed capital investment as % of GDP GFCF World Bank 1990-2021

Human capital HC TSI 1990-2021

Note: “In PCI” represents the per capita GDP (in constant 2015 prices/dollars); “InDE” denotes the ratio of defense
expenditures to GDP; “In GFCF” represents the ratio of gross fixed capital formation to GDP; “In POPC” indicates the
total population; and “In HC” stands for human capital.

4. Model

In this study, the Barro (1990)-type growth model, initially developed by Barro (1990) and later modified by Mylonidis
(2008), was used to create the empirical model. The model used in the study is as follows:

In(PCI) = B° + BYIn(DEY) + B%In(GFCFY) + B3In(POPCY) + B*In(HCY) + & (16)

Upon examining Equation (16), the variables are defined as follows: “In(PCl)” represents GDP per capita (2015 constant
prices in US dollars), “In(DE)” represents the ratio of defense expenditures to GDP, “In(GFCF)” represents the ratio of
gross fixed capital investments to GDP, “In(POPC)” represents total population, and “In(HC)” represents human capital.

“oon

“Bo” is the constant term, “t” represents time, and “&;” refers to the error term.

The coefficients B4, B2, Bs, and B4 represent the elasticities of defense expenditures, gross fixed capital investments,
population, and human capital, respectively. The analysis was conducted by taking the natural logarithm (In) of the
variables in the model. Using the “In” offers several important advantages, such as addressing issues related to the
dynamic properties of the variables and interpreting the results as elasticity coefficients (Bhattacharya et al. 2016).
Therefore, the logarithmic values of the series were used instead of their actual values in the study. Table 2 presents
the descriptive statistics for the variables used in the model.

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics

Variables Average Median Maximum Minimum Std. Dev Number of
Obs.

LPCI 8.96 8.95 9.49 8.56 0.29 32

LDE -3.57 -3.64 -3.18 -4.10 0.28 32

LGFCF 3.22 3.24 3.39 2.88 0.13 32

LPOPC 18.04 18.05 18.25 17.81 0.13 32

LHC 12.49 13.03 14.28 10.37 1.12 32

When examining the information of the variables In(PCl), In(DE), In(GFCF), In(HC), and In(POPC) in Table 3, it can be
observed that In(POPC) has the highest mean, median, maximum, and minimum values. In contrast, the variable In(DE)
exhibits the lowest mean, median, maximum, and minimum values. While the highest standard deviation value is
associated with In(HC), it can be seen that the variables In(GFCF) and In(POPC) have the lowest standard deviation
values.

5. Methodology

This study’s methodology is two-fold. First, stationarity of the variables is assessed using the Augmented Dickey-Fuller
(ADF, 1981), Phillips-Perron (PP, 1988), and Zivot-Andrews (ZA, 1992) unit root tests. Second, ARDL (2001) and Bayer-
Hanck (2013) cointegration tests are used to identify any long-term relationships between the variables.

The ADF (1981) and PP (1988) tests are based on the following hypotheses: Hyo: § = 0 (The variable has a unit root),
Hi: 6 < 0 (The variable does not have a unit root). Similarly, the basic hypothesis of the ZA (1992) test is: Ho: “There
is a unit root” Hqy: “There is no unit root” (Zivot and Andrews 1992).



ARDL and Bayer-Hanck cointegration tests help identify extended period relationships. The ARDL test is preferred due
to its ability to work with I(0) or I(1) series, adaptability to small/large samples, and the advantages of the unrestricted
error correction model (Narayan and Smyth, 2005). The ARDL bounds test involves three steps: (1) test for cointegration,
(2) estimate extended period coefficients, and (3) estimate short-term elasticities (Pamuk and Bektas, 2014).The
unrestricted error correction model (ECM) created for the first stage of the ARDL approach is shown in Equation (17),
which represents the version of the error correction model adapted to this study:

ALPCl; = ag + Xi%y BulALPCl_; + X2, By ALDE, ; + X, B3 ALPOPC,_;+  Xii; PBai ALGFCF,_q +
M. Bsi ALHC,_; + Bei ALPCI,_y + B7; ALDE,_{ + PBgi ALPOPC;_; + Boi ALGFCF;_; + B10; ALHC,_; +
Uy (17)

“ o

In Equation (17), “A” indicates the first difference of the series, “u” represents the error term, and “m” indicates the lag
length. Since the ARDL bounds test is based on the lag length of the variables, the appropriate lag length must be
determined before performing the test (Pesaran et al. 2001). When selecting the lag length, two key points should be
considered. The first is determining the lag length using the AIC, SIC, and HQ information criteria and selecting the value
where the information criterion is the smallest. The second is ensuring there is no autocorrelation problem. If the
selected lag length shows autocorrelation, the second smallest critical value should be chosen as the appropriate lag
length. If autocorrelation persists, this process is continued until the problem is resolved (Kocak 2014; Karagdl et al.
2007).

In his study, Narayan (2004) highlighted that the F-test in the ARDL model has a non-standard distribution, especially
when factors such as whether the model includes a constant or trend term, sample size, number of variables, and the
stationarity levels of the variables are considered. The ARDL bounds test is performed to determine the existence of a
significant long-term relationship between the variables. The F-statistic is calculated within the bounds test (Akel and
Gazel 2014). The null and alternative hypotheses of the F-test are as follows (Narayan 2004):

“Ho: 61 = 6, = 63 = 8, = 65 = 0 (There is no cointegration relationship)”
“Hi: 81 # 62 # 63 + 64 + 65 + 0 (Thereis a cointegration relationship)”

The ARDL (Autoregressive Distributed Lag) approach employs two asymptotic critical bounds: I(0), representing the
lower bound, and I(1), indicating the upper bound. When the computed F-statistic surpasses the (1) threshold, the null
hypothesis of no long-term relationship is rejected, signifying the existence of cointegration among the variables.
Conversely, if the F-statistic falls below the I[(0) bound, the null hypothesis is accepted, suggesting the absence of a long-
run association. In cases where the F-statistic lies between these two bounds, the result remains inconclusive regarding
the presence of a long-term relationship (Alper & Alper, 2017). Upon establishing cointegration, the analysis proceeds
to the second phase, which entails estimating the long-run coefficients. The modified long-run ARDL model utilized in
this study is detailed in Equation (18) (Narayan, 2004).

LPCl = ay + X%y B1i LPCl_; + X%y PBoi LDE,; + X%y B3 LPOPCy_; +
Yizi BailGFCFe_; + X1y BsiLHC,_; + u; (18)

After obtaining the elasticity coefficients for the long-term relationship, tests for autocorrelation, heteroscedasticity, as
well as CUSUM and CUSUMSAQ tests are performed to verify the significance of the model (Akel and Gazel 2014). After
ensuring that there are no issues with the model, the third stage of the ARDL analysis, the estimation of the conditional
error correction model (ECM) that reveals short-term relationships, is conducted (Gllmez 2015). The adapted form of
the conditional ECM that captures short-term relationships is shown in Equation (19) (Narayan 2004):

ALPCly = ay + X% BuALPCl_; + X1 Boi ALDE,_; + Xy B3; ALPOPCe_; + X%, B4i ALGFCF,_; +
Yit; Bsi ALHC—; + fe;ECM,_1 + u, (19)

The Error Correction Model (ECM) coefficient indicates how much of the deviations from the short-term equilibrium
will be corrected in the long term. The ECM coefficient must be between 0 and -1 and statistically significant (Alam and
Quazi 2003). Bayer-Hanck (2013), recognizing the contradictory results of cointegration tests in the literature,
developed a new approach by combining the Engle and Granger (1987), Johansen (1988), Boswijk (1994), and Banerjee
et al. (1998) tests, along with a powerful test based on the Fisher (1932) chi-square distribution (Aktlrk et al. 2014).



The statistics calculated for the Bayer-Hanck (2013) test are shown in the equation below. Equations (20), (21), and (22)
express the probability values for the tests “PEG” (Engle and Granger 1987), “PJOH” (Johansen 1988), “PBO” (Boswijk
1994), and “PBDM” (Banerjee et al. 1998).

X7 =—2Yierln(pi) (20)
EG — JOH = —2[In(PEG) + In(PJOG)] (21)
EG — JOH — BO — BA = —2[In(PEG) + In(PJOH) + In(PBO) + In(PBDM)] (22)

If the Fisher (1932) statistic exceeds critical values in the Bayer-Hanck (2013) table, the null hypothesis (no cointegration)
is rejected in favor of the alternative (cointegration exists). The test requires all variables to be I(1) and a suitable lag
length.

According to the results obtained from the cointegration bounds tests, if a cointegration relationship is found between
the series, the next challenge is estimating the elasticity coefficients of the long-term series (Nazlioglu 2010). Using the
OLS method to estimate long-term coefficients may lead to biased and inconsistent results.

To address this issue, Stock and Watson (1993) developed the DOLS method, which improves the estimation of long-
term equilibrium. This method adds the independent variable’s own values, the lagged values of their differences, and
the antecedent values to the model, thereby creating a more robust OLS estimator. The DOLS method has several
advantages, which can be summarized as follows: It provides robust estimation results against non-homogeneous
structures, small sample sizes, and issues such as autocorrelation and heteroscedasticity (Esteve and Requena 2006;
Mark and Sul 2003). Moreover, it can be applied when the dependent variable is [(1) and the independent variables are
either I(1) or 1(0) (Cetin 2018). The DOLS equation is as follows:

Ve = x(f(+diP1 Ximg Dxiyj 6 +uge (23)
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Here, “q” represents the optimal lag length, and “U” denotes the error term. After confirming the existence of
cointegration between the variables in the long term, the DOLS was preferred for estimating the long-term coefficients
due to the strengths mentioned above.

5. Analysis and Empirical Findings

In this part of the study, the outcomes of the econometric analyses are discussed. The analysis begins with an
assessment of the stationarity properties of the variables. For this purpose, the study employs three unit root tests: the
Augmented Dickey-Fuller (ADF, 1981), Phillips-Perron (PP, 1988), and Zivot-Andrews (ZA, 1992) tests. In all cases, the
null hypothesis states that the variables possess a unit root, indicating non-stationarity, while the alternative hypothesis
suggests that the variables are stationary. Table 3 displays the results obtained from the ADF and PP tests.

Table 3. ADF And PP Test Results

ADF PP
Variables Fixed Fixed and Trending Fixed Fixed and Trending
LPCI 0.57 -2.40 1.94 -2.41
LDE -0.89 -2.05 -0.90 -2.19
Level LGFCF -1.99 -3.06 -2.00 -2.56
LPOPC -2.18 -2.03 -2.30 -1.62
LHC -1.44 -1.21 -1.36 -1.08
LPCI -5.50* S4.QT7** -6.10* -6.92*
First LDE -5.16* -5.07* -5.16* -5.07*
D'iﬁcerence LGFCF 5.97* 5.86* 5.99* 5.88*
LPOPC -2.89%** -3.69%** -4.20%* -4 .97%*
LHC -6.33%* -6.48%* -6.34%* -6.56*

Note: *, **, and *** indicate significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% levels, respectively. While the lag length in the ADF
unit root test was determined according to the Akaike Information Criterion (AIC), it was determined according to the



Newey-West bandwidth in the PP unit root test. The critical values for the ADF and PP tests are -3.66, -2.96, -2.61 for
the fixed model, and -4.30, -3.57, -3.22 for the fixed and trend models at the 1%, 5%, and 10% significance levels,
respectively.

As shown in Table 3, the ADF and PP tests indicate that LPCI, LDE, LGFCF, LPOPC, and LHC are non-stationary at their
levels under both the constant and trend specifications but attain stationarity after first differencing. Table 4 presents
the results from the Zivot and Andrews (1992) test.

Table 4. Zivot And Andrews Unit Root Test Results

Model A Model C
Break Point Time Test Stats Break Point Time Test Stats
Level LPCI 1999 -4.13 1999 -4.10
LDE 2004 -3.83 2004 -3.65
LGFCF 1998 -3.48 2004 -4.32
LPOPC 2016 -2.72 2014 -3.53
LHC 2004 -4.39 2013 -3.51
First Difference LPCI 2003 -5.83* 2003 -5.79*
LDE 2003 -5.45%* 2003 -5.45**
LGFCF 2003 -6.59* 2002 -6.66*
LPOPC 2012 -4.82%** 2012 -6.94*
LHC 2003 -7.57* 2003 -7.82%*

Note: All critical values are taken from Zivot and Andrews (1992): Model A: 1%, -5.34; 5%, -4.93; 10%, -4.58; Model
C: 1%, -5.57; 5%, -5.08; 10%, -4.82. The maximum lag length was selected as 4. *, **, and *** indicate significance
at the 1%, 5%, and 10% levels, respectively.

Table 4 displays the Zivot-Andrews (1992) test results, which account for a single structural break. These results similarly
confirm that all variables remain non-stationary at level in both Model A and Model C, becoming stationary only after
first differencing.

Since both the Bayer-Hanck (2013) and ARDL (2001) methods are highly sensitive to lag length selection, determining
the correct lag length is crucial for obtaining reliable results (Pesaran et al., 2001). This process follows the unit root
testing phase and must be completed prior to applying the models. In this study, the optimal lag length was determined
to be 1, based on the Akaike Information Criterion (AIC). After selecting the lag length, the Breusch-Godfrey (B-G) test
was employed to check for autocorrelation. The results revealed no evidence of autocorrelation. Table 5 summarizes
both the lag length determination and the findings of the B-G test.

Table 5. The Delay Length And The B-G Test Results

Lag AIC B-g Test
0 -6.22 0.09
1 -15.65* 0.56

Note: * In the table, “lag” represents the lag length, and “AlC” represents the Akaike Information Criterion. The B-G test
represents the Breusch-Godfrey Autocorrelation Test probability values.

In this study, after determining the lag length as 1, the ARDL bounds test was conducted to test for the existence of a
long-term relationship between the variables. The results of the bounds test are presented in Table 6.

Table 6. ARDL Bounds Test Results

Model k N
F(LPCI, LDE ,LGFCF,LPOPC,LHC) 4 31
F statistic lower bound 1(0) Upper bound (1)
11.89* 4.09 5.53

Note: “K” represents the number of independent variables, and “N” represents the number of units. It shows
significance at the 1% level. The critical values are taken from Table CI (V) in Pesaran et al. (2001:300).



The ARDL bounds test consists of three parts: lower bound, upper bound, and the instability region. If the calculated F
statistic exceeds the upper bound, it is concluded that there is a cointegration relationship between the variables. If the
F statistic does not exceed the lower bound, it indicates that there is no cointegration relationship.

However, if the F statistic falls between the lower and upper bounds, no conclusion can be drawn regarding the long-
term relationship between the variables (Erigcok and Yilanci 2013). As shown in Table 6, the F statistic exceeds the upper
bound, confirming cointegration. Subsequently, the Bayer-Hanck test is applied for robustness. Table 7 reports that
Johansen (1988), Boswijk (1994), and Banerjee et al. (1998) show cointegration, while Engle-Granger (1987) does not.
However, Bayer-Hanck Fisher statistics exceed critical values, confirming extended period cointegration.

Table 7. Bayer - Hanck (2013) Cointegration Test Results

Model: LPCI = f( LDE,LPOPC,LGFCF,LHC)

Engle-Granger Johansen (1988) Boswijk (1994)Test Banerjee et al.
(1987) test Test (1998) Test
The Test Statistic -3.18 43.04 * -3.737%** 21.77**
Prob. 0.47 0.0030 0.0849 0.0286
Bayer and Hanck (2013) Cointegration Test
Fisher Critical Values

Statistics %1 %5 %10

EG-JOH 13.108** 15.845 10.576 8.301
EG-JOH-BO-BDM 25.150 ** 30.774 20.143 15.593

Note: The appropriate lag length was determined as 1 according to AIC. *, ** and *** indicate significance at 1%,

5% and 10% levels, respectively.
The evaluation of the results in Table 7 demonstrates that the Johansen (1988), Boswijk (1994), and Banerjee et al.
(1998) tests all point to the presence of a cointegration relationship among the variables. On the other hand, the Engle
and Granger (1987) test does not support such a finding. Nonetheless, the Bayer-Hanck (2013) combined cointegration
test confirms the existence of long-term cointegration, as both of the calculated Fisher statistics exceed the 5% critical
values listed in the Bayer-Hanck framework. This outcome leads to the rejection of the null hypothesis and acceptance
of the alternative, thereby validating a stable long-term association between the variables. Following this confirmation,
the study proceeds to estimate the long-run coefficients using both the DOLS and ARDL techniques. The results from
the DOLS estimation are provided in Table 8.

Table 8. DOLS Long-Term Estimation Results

Variables Coefficient Standard Error t-statistic Probability Values
LPOPC 1.27* 0.16 7.73 0.0000
LDE -0.37* 0.09 -3.79 0.0026
LGFCF 0.43* 0.05 8.65 0.0000
LHC 0.05* 0.01 5.37 0.0002
C -17.51* 2.62 -6.61 0.0000
diagnostics by R%?=0.99, Adj-R?=0.99

Note: The appropriate lag length was determined according to the AIC. *, **, and *** indicate significance at the 1%,
5%, and 10% levels, respectively.

As shown in the results of the DOLS long-term estimator in Table 8, the coefficient of the defense expenditures (LDE)
variable is negative and statistically significant, while the coefficients of the gross fixed capital investments (LGFCF),
population (LPOPC), and human capital (LHC) variables are positive and statistically significant. When the long-term
results are examined in detail, a 1% increase in defense expenditures leads to a 0.37% decrease in economic growth. A
1% increase in human capital and gross fixed capital investments results in an increase of approximately 0.05% and
0.43%, respectively, in Turkiye’s economic growth. Finally, a 1% increase in population results in an average increase of
1.27% in economic growth. To test the long-term and short-term relationships, an ARDL model will be established
between the series. First, the appropriate ARDL model will be selected based on the information criterion, and then the
long-term and short-term error correction models will be estimated. In this study, the AIC criterion was used to



determine the lag length. The most appropriate ARDL model for long-term estimation was selected to be (1,0,0,1,0).
The results of the ARDL (1,0,0,1,0) long-term model are presented in Table 9.

Table 9. Long-Term ARDL (1,0,0,1,0) Model Estimation Results

Dependent Variable = LPCI

Variables Coefficient Standard Error t-statistic Probability Values
LPOPC 1.63* 0.14 11.09 0.0000
LDE -0.18*** 0.10 -1.79 0.0853
LGFCF 0.49%* 0.10 4.83 0.0001
LHC 0.03** 0.01 2.71 0.0122
C -23.15%* 2.32 -9.95 0.0000

Note: *, ** and *** respectively indicate 1% and 5% and 10% significance level.

As shown in Table 9, the long-term coefficients for human capital, population, and gross fixed capital formation are all
positive and statistically significant. In contrast, the coefficient associated with defense spending is both negative and
statistically significant. Specifically, a 1% rise in human capital, population, and gross fixed capital investment contributes
to increases in economic growth by 0.03%, 1.25%, and 0.49%, respectively, over the long run. Conversely, a 1% rise in
defense expenditures leads to a 0.18% reduction in long-term economic growth. The corresponding diagnostic test
results are provided in Table 10.

Table 10. Diagnostic Test Findings

Jarque-Bera Normality Test 3.02(0.21)
Ramsey reset test 0.75(0.45)
Changing Variance (Heteroskedasticity Test: Breusch-pagan-Godfrey 0.88(0.52)
Breusch-Godfrey LM test for Autocorrelation 1.25(0.30)

When the diagnostic test results presented in Table 10 are examined, it can be concluded that the errors in the
established ARDL model are normally distributed, there is no model specification error, and no issues related to
heteroscedasticity or autocorrelation are present.

The stability of the ARDL model was assessed by conducting the Cumulative Sum (CUSUM) and Cumulative Sum of
Squares (CUSUMSQ) tests developed by Brown et al. (1975). The results of these tests are shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. CUSUM and CUSUM of Square Tests
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When examining the above graphs of the CUSUM and CUSUM squares tests for the period 1990-2021, the results
indicate that the parameters of the ARDL model are stable over the analyzed period. In other words, no structural breaks
were detected. After making long-term predictions, the short-term and ECM was adopted for estimation. The
estimation results are summarized in Table 11.



Table 11. Short-Term ARDL (1,0,0,1,0) Model Results

Dependent Variable = LPCI

Variables Coefficient Standard Error t-statistic Probability Values
D(LGFCF) 0.38* 0.38 10.08 0.0000
CointEq(-1)* -0.51* 0.05 -9.28 0.0000

Note: *, ** and *** indicate respectively 1% and 5% and 10% significance level.

According to the findings in table 11, shows that the coefficient of the error correction term (ECMt-1) is -0.51, which
is negative and statistically significant at the 1% level. This indicates a stable adjustment process toward the long-run
equilibrium, with approximately 51% of any disequilibrium from the previous year being corrected each year.
Furthermore, the empirical findings demonstrate that, in the short run, a 1% increase in gross fixed capital investment
leads to a 0.38% expansion in economic growth.

6. Results and Discussion

The theoretical and empirical literature on the relationship between defense expenditure and economic growth
acknowledges that military spending influences economic performance; however, there is no consensus regarding the
direction of this effect. The existing body of research is primarily shaped by two dominant theoretical perspectives: The
Military Keynesian approach and the neo-classical approach. The Military Keynesian perspective posits that defense
expenditure generates positive externalities, stimulating economic growth through increased aggregate demand,
technological advancements, and infrastructure development. In contrast, the neo-classical approach argues that
defense spending negatively affects economic growth by diverting scarce resources away from productive investments,
such as education, health, and infrastructure, thereby crowding out more efficient economic activities.

This study investigates the impact of defense expenditure on economic growth in Tlrkiye over the period 1990-2021.
The analysis is based on Barro’s (1990) growth model, with additional insights from Mylonidis (2008). The study
incorporates key macroeconomic variables, including the share of defense expenditure and gross fixed capital formation
in GDP, GDP per worker (measured in 2015 constant prices, USD), total population, and human capital. To examine the
long-term relationship and estimate elasticity coefficients, the study employs the ARDL bounds testing approach (2001)
and Bayer-Hanck cointegration test (2013). The ARDL model is further utilized to assess both long- and short-term
dynamics, while the DOLS method ensures the robustness of the findings. Additionally, unit root tests (ADF, PP, and
Zivot-Andrews) confirm that all variables become stationary at their first differences.

This study employs both the ARDL and Bayer-Hanck cointegration tests to establish the existence of a long-term
relationship among the variables. After confirming cointegration, the long-run coefficients are calculated using the ARDL
and DOLS estimation methods. The results indicate that military expenditure has a negative and statistically significant
effect on economic growth, which is consistent with the theoretical expectations of the neoclassical framework. These
results are consistent with prior empirical studies, including those conducted by Galvin (2003), Aizenman and Glick
(2003; 2006), Palaz and Karagdl (2004), Canbay (2010), Kun (2010), Fear (2015), Lame (2018), Asiloglu (2019),Altay ve
Sugbzi(2019), Canbay (2020), and Torun et al. (2021). A summary of these findings is presented in Figure 2.



Figure 2. Summary of Findings
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According to the study findings, defense expenditure negatively affects economic growth, indicating that the neo-
classical approach is valid for the analyzed period in Tirkiye. In the long term, defense expenditure appears to have
restrictive or exclusionary effects on investments in education, health, and similar areas. Given Tirkiye’s geopolitical
and geographical position, maintaining a strong military is essential. Reducing defense expenditure could weaken the
military, potentially threatening national independence, and integrity. To prevent such outcomes, the reasons for the
negative impact of defense expenditure on growth must be identified, and these effects minimized.

The study indicates that the negative impact of defense expenditure on economic growth may stem from inefficiencies
and ineffective resource allocation in Tlrkiye. However, further empirical research is required to substantiate this claim.
To enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of defense spending, the defense budget should be formulated with
transparency, adherence to international legal standards, and alignment with democratic principles. Additionally,
military procurement processes—including those managed by defense institutions—should be subject to independent
audits, ensuring accountability and freedom from political influence.

Based on the study’s findings, the following policy recommendations are proposed to enhance the efficiency of defense
expenditures and mitigate their negative impact on economic growth:

e Reducing reliance on arms imports by fostering the growth of the domestic defense industry through targeted
investments and policy support.

e Developing specialized education programs at the vocational, undergraduate, and graduate levels to train a highly
skilled workforce for the defense sector.

e Implementing tax incentives and ensuring access to affordable energy to stimulate domestic defense production
while making necessary infrastructure investments to support industry growth.

e Establishing organized industrial zones specifically designed for defense-related manufacturing and research
activities.

e Creating an independent regulatory and supervisory authority to oversee the defense sector, ensuring transparency,
efficiency, and accountability in military procurement and resource allocation.

Future research on the nexus between military expenditure and economic growth should consider the influence of
budget deficits, arms imports, external debt, balance of payments, energy consumption, carbon emissions, corruption,
income distribution, and threat indicators to provide a more comprehensive analysis. Incorporating these factors would
contribute to a more nuanced understanding of the economic implications of defense spending.

Moreover, a notable gap in the empirical literature is the lack of studies that integrate the Feder-Ram, Extended Solow,
and Barro models. To enhance theoretical and empirical insights, researchers are encouraged to develop studies that
combine these three models, utilizing time-series or panel data analysis. Such an approach could offer a more holistic
perspective on the long-term effects of defense expenditure on economic growth.
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Abstract

The health literacy level of diabetic patients plays a significant role in the onset of disease and their treatment. This study examines
the access to online health education of diabetic patients living in Turkiye and their ability to achieve this through e-health literacy.
The study utilized an 8-item e-Health Literacy Scale and a 14-item Brochure Evaluation Form. The sample consisted of 137 diabetic
patients aged 18-65. Data were collected via face-to-face surveys and Google Forms between June and August 2024. Data were
analyzed using SPSS. Significant differences were observed in both access to online health information and e-health literacy levels
based on participants' age and education level. Access to online health information increases with age, but e-health literacy
decreases. While e-health literacy increases with education level, access decreases slightly. According to the multiple regression
analysis, the variables of age, education level, and access to online health status significantly predict e-health literacy. These findings
suggest that interventions aimed at improving e-health literacy can consider the evaluation of online information as well as the
opportunities for accessing it.
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1. Introduction

Diabetes mellitus is defined as a lifelong chronic metabolic disease that causes disorders in fat, carbohydrate, and
protein metabolism, characterized by hyperglycemia due to inadequate or no production of the insulin hormone by the
body as a result of the defect in the beta cells of the pancreas (Kavak & Aktiirk, 2019: 741).

According to the atlas published by the International Diabetes Federation in 2023, one of the main causes of chronic
kidney disease is diabetes. Diabetes could also cause damage to the kidneys. At the same time, the fact that people with
type 1 diabetes worldwide are mostly under the age of 20 is becoming less valid day by day. It is now seen in individuals
of all ages in all countries (International Diabetes Federation, 2023). It is estimated that the number of diabetic patients
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worldwide will reach 480 million in 2030 (Untiivar et al., 2007: 1948). According to the International Diabetes Federation
(IDF) Diabetes Atlas, diabetes prevalence in Tlrkiye's adult population (ages of 20-79) is 7.4% as of 2010. According to
the world population distribution, the prevalence of diabetes is calculated as 8.0% (Gicuk & Boztas, 2013: 13). Since
diabetes is a chronic disease, the increasing incidence of diabetes significantly affect individuals and societal levels. The
way individuals cope with diabetes could affects the health outcomes and the course of the disease.

With the development of technology and the spread of information becoming easier on the internet, individuals have
started to search for their health information as well (Jia et al., 2021: 1740). Internet environment besides being the
first environment looked for all other information, nowadays individuals also search for their health information on the
internet when it comes to their health (Ozen & Topbas, 2023: 27). In this environment where false information as well
as accurate information is spreading rapidly, it is significant for individuals to have access to accurate, safe, and current
sources. Individuals need to be conscious of accessing accurate resources, as applying any misinformation they acquire
may negatively affect their health outcomes.

Since distinguishing the accuracy of rapidly disseminating health information is also an important issue, individuals'
access to accurate health education materials is significant for their health. E-health literacy levels that analyze how this
health information, scanned via the internet, is perceived are also an element that could affect access to accurate
information.

Individuals generally engage in online health-seeking behavior regarding their health status when they receive a
diagnosis or symptom of a disease (Uslu & Seremet, 2020: 836). E-health literacy, which is argued to emerge on the
common ground of public health, medical informatics, and the business world, is supported by the thoughts of
lightening the burden of medical systems, strengthening the users of health care services, and reducing the costs
(Jackson et al., 2024; Tian & Chen, 2022). Distributing brochures about health problems to healthcare service users
contributes towards awareness in managing their illness (Akbulut, 2015: 128). People with high health literacy can
participate more effectively in health decisions. The availability of health information on the internet makes it essential
for individuals to have high e-health literacy. Individuals need to have the qualifications to use accurate sources
properly. In this case, comprehensibility of the sources presented to the users becomes more of an issue.

The reason for materials being easy or hard to perceive is related to the level of readability. The concept of readability
is generally confused with legibility, which is related to layout features such as the shape and size of the text. In this
sense, it is known that the level of readability is related to the capacity to comprehend the information in the text
(Dubay, 2004; Kher et al., 2017).

There are many formulas used to determine the level of readability in texts (Orgun & Paylan Akkog, 2020: 413). With
aims such as increasing the participation of individuals in health information and health decisions and increasing
adaptation to the treatment process, brochures about health problems or risks are used. Today, with the development
of technology, these brochures are also shared online to inform patients. The readability of the materials used in this
context and the quality and comprehensibility of the shared information are significant. Easy accessibility to the
brochures would contribute to individuals deriving greater benefit from them. However, there is still a lack of studies in
Turkiye that simultaneously examine the e-health literacy of diabetic patients and their access to online health
education materials. This study aims to address this gap by.

In the literature concerning diabetic patients, there are studies examining the effect of educational levels on disease
management, health literacy, the relationship between health literacy levels and self-care management, and health
literacy in diabetic patients (Akyol Glner et al., 2020; Nese et al., 2021; Parlak & Sahin, 2021; Ran et al., 2022; Butayeva
et al., 2023; Dilekci & Duru Asiret, 2025). However, the access of diabetic patients to online health education materials
and the effect of these materials on e-health literacy have not been previously investigated. Furthermore, studies
examining the comprehensibility of online health materials used by patients are quite limited. Therefore, this study aims
to contribute to the development of health policies and patient-centered digital health communication strategies by
examining the interaction between access to online health education materials and e-health literacy levels among
diabetic patients in Turkey.

2. Method

2.1. Purpose, Hypothesis and Model

With diabetes being also one of the chronic illnesses increasing in prevalence in society, the importance of patient
awareness is gradually growing. Informed patients have a positive effect on treatments. It is important for patients to
become aware of their diseases and to obtain accurate information from reliable sources in order to manage their



health better. In this case, issues such as the adequacy, accuracy, and understandability of the information resources
presented and accessible to patients come to the fore. When the literature is analyzed, it reveals that studies that
examine the level of health literacy of diabetic patients exist; however, no studies that examine the level of e-health
literacy of diabetic patients and their access to online health education materials were found. This study aims to
determine diabetic patients' (type 1 and type 2) access to online health education materials in TUrkiye and the effect of
these materials on e-health literacy. This study contributes to the literature by jointly examining the relationship
between diabetes patients' access to online health education materials and e-health literacy in Turkey. In the literature,
the concepts of e-health literacy and access have been examined separately alongside different concepts, and it is
generally observed that they are not used together, focusing only on health literacy or access behavior (Kim & Xie, 2017;
Neter & Brainin, 2019). This research, however, demonstrates that accessibility can paradoxically reduce e-health
literacy when information quality and evaluation skills are inadequate. In this respect, the study fills a gap in the
literature and is significant in terms of its application to online health communication and patient education strategies.

Hypothesis and model of the research are presented below:

Hi: Access to online health education materials negatively affects e-health literacy.

Figure 1. Research Model

Access to
Online Health
Education
Materials

E-Health Literacy

2.2. Research Type

This study revealed descriptive findings from the beautiful research model. A cross-sectional survey model was designed
to capture the research data over a specific period of time, while a descriptive and correlational survey model was
designed to identify the current situation.

2.3. Universe and Sample of the Research

Research data were collected using the Google Forms application and the face-to-face survey. Data collected face-to-
face was transferred manually to the SPSS software. A convenience sampling method was used in the research. The
brochure titled 'Diabetes and Nutrition' on the official website of the Health Ministry is used in the research.
Participation in the research is based on voluntariness and comprises diabetic patients (Type 1 and Type 2) in Turkiye.
Since the number of universes is uncertain, a G-Power test was conducted based on other studies in the literature
(Elkoca & Erci, 2022; Erdagi & Yilmaz, 2014; Eser, 2019; Karakus & Kasar, 2023; Kigik et al., 2023). With an effect size
of 0.2, a type 1 error margin (a) of 0.05, and a power level of 0.95, reaching 122 people was deemed sufficient. In the
research, 137 people were analyzed. Participation in the study is voluntary, and people who do not meet the criteria
are not included in the study.

2.4. Data Collection Tools Used in the Research

Information about the scales used in the research is presented below.

E-Health Literacy Scale: Cameron D. from Canada of Toronto University in 2015, Norman and Harvey A. The analysis of
Turkish validity and reliability of the e-Health Literacy scale, which was developed because of Skinner's studies, was
conducted by (Tamer Gencer, 2017). Cronbach's Alpha value was determined to be 0.915. The scale form consists of 8
statements and one sub-dimension.



Reader Brochure Evaluation Form: A literature review was conducted, existing brochure evaluation forms in the
literature were examined, and a form was created by the authors to be suitable for this study on online brochures
(Bozkurt, 2019; European Commission, 2009; Hashempour, 2018). The form consists of 14 statements.

Diabetes and Nutrition Brochure: taken from the database of the Health Ministry. It is presented online along with a
survey for the participants. A brochure link was added to the Online Form, and an evaluation of the original version was
requested (Ministry of Health, 2024).

2.5. Analysis of Data

When evaluating the findings of the study, IBM SPSS Statistics 22 was used for statistical analysis. As part of the data
collection process, participants provided data via Google Forms and face-to-face surveys, and the data collected face-
to-face was manually transferred to SPSS. A normal distribution test was performed before data analysis. If skewness
and kurtosis values were between +1.5 and -1.5, the data were considered normally distributed, and parametric tests
were applied. Therefore, the t-test was used for bivariate comparisons, and analysis of variance (ANOVA) was used for
group comparisons of more than two variables. Parametric tests were chosen because the data were normally
distributed, these tests had high statistical power. Pearson correlation and multiple hierarchical regression analyses
were conducted to determine the relationship between variables and to examine the effects of variables on others.
Correlation analysis was used to determine the direction and magnitude of the relationship between variables, while
regression analysis was used to measure the effect of one or more independent variables on the dependent variable.
In evaluating the analysis results, the significance level was accepted as p<0.05. In the reliability analysis conducted in
the study, Cronbach's alpha for the e-health literacy scale was found to be 0.943. Furthermore, validity studies of the
scales used were taken from the literature and applied within the scope of the study. According to the literature, scales
with a values between 0.60 < a <0.80 are considered highly reliable, while those between 0.80 < a < 1.00 are considered
very reliable (Kalayci, 2008).

3. Findings

Socio-demographic information of 137 diabetic patients is presented below.

Table 1. Demographic Findings of Participants (N=137)

Variables (n) (%) Variables (n) (%)
Age Educational Status

Between the ages of 17-27 36 26.3 Primary Education and Secondary School 30 21.9
Between the ages of 28-40 37 27.0 High school 30 21.9
Between the ages of 41-52 32 23.4 Associate and bachelor’s Degree 46 33.6
Between the ages of 53-86 32 23.4 Postgraduate 31 22.6
Gender Level of Income

Female 88 64.2 Minimum wage and below 52 38.0
Male 49 35.8 Twice the minimum wage 44 32.1
Marital Status Three times the minimum wage 41 29.9
Married 52 38.0

Unmarried 85 62.0

Total 137 100 Total 137 100

According to Table 1, 27.0% of the participants (37 people) were between the ages of 28 and 40; 64.2% (88 people)
were women; 62.0% (85 people) were unmarried; 33.6% (46 people) had an associate degree or bachelor's degree. It
was determined that the income level of 38.0% (52 people) was minimum wage or below.

Table 2. t Test Results for Gender

Gender n Mean Ss. t P

Access to Online Health F 88 1.26 161
Brochures -1,653 .102
M 49 1.31 .209




E-Health Literacy F 88 3.47 .889
775 762
M 49 3.52 1.020
As a result of the t test in Table 2, no significant difference was found in terms of gender for diabetic patients regarding
access to online health education materials and e-health literacy scale averages (p>0.05).

Table 3. t Test Results for Marital Status

Marital Status n Mean Ss. t p
Access to Online Health Married 52 1.28 1.289
Brochures -0.533 .595
Unmarried 85 1.27 1.272
E-Health Literacy Married 52 3.39 1.038
1.726 .087
Unmarried 85 3.65 716

As a result of the t test in Table 3, no significant difference was found among groups defined by the marital status of
diabetic patients regarding access to online health education materials and e-health literacy scale averages (p>0.05)

Table 4. ANOVA Findings for Age

Age n Mean Ss. F P Post-hoc
(Tukey-HSD)
Access to Online Health 1. between the ages of 17-27 36 1.25 175
Brochures 2. between the ages of 28-40 37 1.26 173
3. between the ages of 41-52 32 1.24 117 3.375 0.001 4>1,3
4. between the ages of 53-86 32 1.36 225
Total 13 1.28 181
7
E-Health Literacy 1. between the ages of 17-27 36 3.75 .507
2. between the ages of 28-40 37 3.80 .783 9.851 0.020 4<1,2
3. between the ages of 41-52 32 3.54 .799
4. between the ages of 53-86 32 2.79 1.22
Total 13 3.49 2
7 .934

According to ANOVA in Table 4, a significant difference was found regarding the ages of diabetic patients in terms of
access to online health education materials and e-health literacy scale averages (p<0.05). A post hoc (Tukey-HSD) test
was included in order to determine the reason for the difference. This indicates that access to online health education
materials is higher in diabetic patients between the ages of 53-86 compared to diabetic patients between the ages of
17-27 and 41-52. However, it has been determined that e-health literacy level is lower between the ages of 53 and 86.
Itis interpreted that as people get older, the reason for their access to online health education materials might be their
wish to access health information easily. At the same time, long wait times for an appointment may encourage people
to access online health materials.

Table 5. ANOVA Findings for Income Status

Income Status n Mean Ss. F p
Access to Online Health 1. Minimum wage and below 52 1.27 212
Brochures 2.Twice the minimum wage 44 1.26 137 .582 .560
3. Three times the minimum wage 41 1.30 .182
Total 137 1.28 181
E-Health Literacy 1. Minimum wage and below 52 3.36 .886
2.Twice the minimum wage 44 3.46 .939 1.610 .204
3. Three times the minimum wage 41 3.70 .974

Total 137 3.49 .934




According to ANOVA in Table 5, no significant difference was found between the income status of diabetic patients and
access to online education materials, and e-health literacy scale averages (p>0.05).

Table 6. ANOVA Findings for Educational Status

Educational Status n Mean  Ss. F p Post-hoc
(Tukey-HSD)

Access to Online Health 1. Primary Edc. and second. 30 1.37 .208
Brochures School 30 1.25 157 3.622 .015 1>2,3
2. High School 46 1.25 173
3. Associate and bachelor’s 31 1.26 .164
Degree 137 1.28 181
4. Postgraduate
Total
E-Health Literacy 1. Primary Edc. and second. 30 2.92 1.290
School 30 3.52 .762 5.757  .001 1<2,3,4
2. High School 46 3.63 736
3. Associate and bachelor’s 31 3.80 .720
Degree 137 3.49 .934
4. Postgraduate
Total

According to ANOVA in Table 6, significant difference was found between the educational status of diabetic patients in
terms of access to online education materials and e-health literacy scale averages (p<0.05). Post hoc (Tukey-HSD) test
was included in order to determine the reason of the difference. Findings suggest that as e-health literacy increases
with education, access to online health education increases. This suggests that individuals with higher education levels
evaluate digital health more critically and selectively, while their overall access to and frequency of use of online
materials decreases. In other words, as education levels increase, individuals are more likely to search for reliable online
health resources and be more careful. Therefore, even as access declines, e-health literacy increases, enabling them to
better retain and effectively utilize information in healthcare settings.

Table 7. Distributions Among Participant Characteristics, Access to Online Health Brochures, And E-Health Literacy (N: 137)

Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Gender! 1

2. Marital Status® 0.14° 1

3. Age? 0.21° 0.61%** 1

4. Income Status® 0.16° 0.25%* 0.268%* 1

5. Educational Status® 0.15° 0.310%*  0.432** 0.210* 1

6. Access to Online Health Brochures? 0.08° 0.08° 0.41° 0.27° 0.38° 1

7. E- Health Literacy 0.52° 0.13° -0.36%%* 0.14° 0.31** 1
0.44<**

Correlation coefficients: *p>0.05, **p>0.001

3Eta coefficient; °Cramer V coefficient; “Pearson correlation coefficient; 'Two-category qualitative data; 2Continuous numerical data;
3Four-category qualitative data; *Five-category qualitative data.

A moderate positive and statistically significant correlation was found between e-health literacy and access to online
health brochures score (r = 0.44; p <0.001). A low negative and statistically significant correlation was found between
e-health literacy and age score (r = -0.36; p <0.001). A low positive and statistically significant correlation was found
between e-health literacy and education status score (r = 0.31; p <0.001). No significant correlation was found between
e-health literacy and gender, marital status, and income status scores (p>0.05).

The results of multiple regression analysis conducted to determine the effect of access to Online Health brochures
and personal variables on e-health literacy are shown in Table 8.



Table 8. Multiple Regression Analysis Results

E-Health Literacy

Variables* B B t p VIF Durbin-Watson
Step 1 F (2.134) =13.33, p<0.001, R=0.40 R’=0.16 1.88
Age -0.24 -0.28 -3.28 0.001 1.22
Educational Status 0.16 0.19 2.17 0.031 1.22
Step 2 F (1.135) =14.128 p<0.001, R=0.30, R°=0.25, A R’=0.09
Access to Online Health -1.58 -0.30 -3.759 0.001 1.00
Brochures

* Among the socio-demographic variables in Table 7, variables that have a significant relationship with the e-health literacy score
were included in the regression analysis.

The Durbin-Watson coefficient and Variance Inflation Factor (VIF) coefficients were examined to assess the presence of
multicollinearity and autocorrelation problems. The Durbin-Watson coefficient is expected to be between 1.5 and 2.5,
and VIF values are expected to be less than 10 (Buyukoztirk, 2011). In the study, the Durbin-Watson coefficient was
found to be 1.88, and VIF values were found to be between 1.00 and 1.22. Age and education level were added to step
1. Access to online health education materials was added to step 2 as the main predictor, Access to online health
education materials was found to be a significant predictor of e-health literacy (B = -0.30, p < 0.001), indicating
a negative relationship. As access increased, e-health literacy scores tended to decrease. Adding access to online health
education materials to the model significantly increased the total variance in e-health literacy scores. Demographic
characteristics explained 16% of the total variance in e-health literacy scores (R?=0.16; p<0.001). This proportion
increased to 25% when access to online health education materials was added to the model (R?=0.25; A R?*=0.09;
p<0.001). The study also found that age and education were significant predictors of e-health literacy among
demographic variables.

4. Discussion

According to the results of the study, no significant differences were found between diabetic patients in terms of
gender, marital status, and income level, whereas significant differences emerged with respect to age and education.
In contrast, a significant difference was found between their ages, educational status, and scale averages. Khan et al.
(2024) found in their study that illiteracy and age have an impact on diabetes management (Khan et al., 2024). Aytar
Yilmaz et al (2013) in their study found that psycho-social support has a positive effect on the treatment process of
diabetic patients. In the study by Sengll & Glzel (2024), a significant difference was found between the health literacy
scale average and the participants' ages. According to the findings, as age increases, health literacy scores tend to
decrease. This indicates that age is an influential variable on health literacy.In this sense, the findings support the
existing literature. However, Gedik (2016), in their study, found that the self-efficacy levels of women and married
individuals were high within the sociodemographic profile of diabetic individuals living in rural areas. According to this
study, the findings are different from the reported literature. It is thought that this difference arises from working in
various places at various times (Gedik, 2016).

The correlation analysis conducted in the research revealed a moderate, positive, and significant relationship between
access to online health education materials and e-health literacy. Akyol Glner et al., (2020) in their study stated that
the health literacy of diabetic individuals is at an insufficient level (Akyol Glner et al., 2020). The results of the regression
analysis indicate that access to online health education materials predicts e-health literacy level. Nese et al., (2021) in
their study, determined that the health literacy of type 2 diabetic patients is at a moderate level and their diabetic self-
care levels are low (Nese et al., 2021). Diviani et al. (2015) found in their study that low health literacy plays a role in
the evaluation of online health information (Diviani et al., 2015). Wang and Luan (2022) in their study stated that the
lack of digital health literacy of the elderly has become a problem that needs to be solved urgently (Wang & Luan, 2022).

5. Conclusion and Suggestions

Based on the information obtained, online health education materials were found to be not presented effectively and
caused a decrease in the level of e-health literacy. It was stated that individuals with high e-health literacy may,
surprisingly, do not prefer online health education materials. Although individuals with low e-health literacy attempt to
access online materials, they may struggle to benefit from them effectively due to difficulties in evaluating the content.
This can be interpreted as people starting to withdraw from online health-seeking behavior as e-health literacy
increases. In this context, it is recommended that the content of online health education materials about diabetes be



designed to be more reliable, eye-catching, readable, and attractive to young individuals. The fact that elderly people
prefer online health education materials, but the level of their e-health literacy is low, is one of the conspicuous findings.
Strategies need to be developed to increase the literacy level, especially among elderly people. For example, courses
may be held for e-health literacy. People with low e-health literacy levels have a limited ability to choose reliable
information when searching for health information in an environment where information pollution is high. For this
reason, people should be informed about where they can obtain accurate information, and individuals should be
supported in increasing their e-health literacy as well as their health literacy.

The majority of the participants stated that access to health sources on the internet is significant. In this respect, it is
suggested that access to health sources be made more secure. Training programs can be organized for users on how to
use digital health sources. It was determined that participants prefer to receive information from experts and pay
attention to the accuracy of the information when searching for health information. Promotion of reliable health
sources by the government and health institutions will make it easier for patients to access accurate information. In
addition, developing systems where users can give feedback on the health brochures they have read will ensure that
the quality and reliability of the resources are constantly increasing. It is thought that the research is instructive in terms
of health management practices and policymakers, as it clarifies aspects that are not mentioned in the literature.

This research is considered instructive for health management practices and policymakers by clarifying aspects not
addressed in the literature. Furthermore, this study makes an original contribution by jointly examining e-health literacy
and access to online health education materials among diabetes patients in Turkey. Another notable finding is that,
while e-health literacy increases with increasing education level, access to online health education materials does not
increase at the same rate. This discrepancy is thought to stem from factors such as limited trust in online resources,
difficulties distinguishing reliable content, or generational differences in technology use. Discussing such contradictory
findings provides a more comprehensive understanding of how digital health literacy interacts with health information-
seeking behaviors and highlights the need to develop strategies that address both literacy and access issues
simultaneously. Based on the research results, the following recommendations can be made to healthcare
administrators and policymakers:

e Training programs and practical courses should be organized to increase e-health literacy.

e Simplified brochures, informative seminars, and short videos should be prepared to support health information
access and evaluation skills.

e Promoting and promoting reliable online health resources will increase patient trust.

e Brochures and materials should be highly readable, visually appealing, and appealing to different target groups.

e The quality of content in online health brochures should be continuously improved by creating systems that allow
users to provide feedback.

This study has several limitations. First, the sample size was limited and convenience sampling was used. This limits the
generalizability of the findings. Furthermore, data were collected using self-report measures, and participants’
subjective assessments may be biased. It is recommended that future longitudinal and experimental studies be
conducted with larger, more representative samples to support these findings.
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Abstract
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behavioral, and social outcomes. This study aims to adapt the European Cyberbullying Intervention Project Questionnaire (ECIPQ)
into the Turkish language and examine features that affect university students from Turkey. The ECIPQ was originally developed to
measure cyber aggression and cyber victimization. This scale was translated and adapted in a Turkish context. Therefore, a dataset
was collected from 361 students across various universities in Turkey using convenience and snowball sampling methods.
Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA), Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA), and reliability tests were conducted in order to test and
validate the factor structure of the adapted scale. Based on the tests, a three-factor structure was identified and found to
demonstrate acceptable levels of fit and reliability within the used sample. Findings suggest that this version of the ECIPQ could be
used in the Turkish language and also contributes to the literature by providing a three-factor structure for the ECIPQ for assessing
cyberbullying behaviors and experiences among university students.

Keywords: ECIPQ, Cyberbullying, Cyber Aggression, Cyber Victimization

For Citation: Kiran, S., Emre, I. E. (2025). Measuring Cyber Aggression and Victimization: Turkish Adaptation of the ECIPQ Scale.
Journal of Academic Value Studies, 11(3), 259-269. http://dx.doi.org/10.29228/javs.83077

Received: 15.07.2025 Accepted: 17.10.2025 This article was checked by intihal.net

1. Introduction

Advancements in digital technologies have not only transformed communication but also led to new forms of negative
consequences and harm, such as cyberbullying. This term has become a significant social concern. In today’s digitally
connected world, cyberbullying has emerged as a complex and pervasive form of interpersonal aggression. Although
the society benefits from the advantages of the technology and the Internet, both can have negative effects like Internet
addiction, social media addiction, cyberloafing, cyberbullying, etc. Cyberbullying emerged as a social issue manifested
itself as a result of the double-edged nature of modern technology, which continuously balances between risks and
opportunities (Walrave & Heirman, 2011). A wide range of electronic devices, like PCs, smartphones, or tablets, manifest
themselves in various platforms like social media, gaming, and e-mail platforms (National Bullying Prevention Center,
2025). Unlike traditional bullying, it transcends physical boundaries, allowing perpetrators of cyberbullying to reach
their victims at any time and place. Cyberbullying is basically defined as bullying with the use of digital technologies,
which can occur on social media, messaging platforms, gaming platforms, and mobile phones (unicef.org, 2024). It is
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also defined as “sending, posting, or sharing negative, harmful, false, or mean content about someone else.”
(stopbullying.gov, 2021). It has emerged with the rapid enhancements in information and communication technologies
(ICTs). Social media allows people to communicate and interact instantly through internet-based tools, providing
opportunities for discussion and interaction without time and space limitations (ince, 2017; Biyikdogan, Gedik, Sezerer
Albayrak, & Ozdemir, 2017); however, these interactions could cause unwanted behaviors. Aggressive behaviors in
cyberspace utilized by ICTs like mobile phones and social media platforms structured a new form of bullying (Graf et al,,
2022), which is cyberbullying. These definitions show the multifaceted nature of cyberbullying, encompassing a wide
range of harmful online behaviors. A study was conducted by the Pew Research Center in order to have a better
understanding about the perspectives and experiences of teenagers on cyberbullying and harassment (Vogels, 2007).
In this study cyberbullying of teens is measured using six distinct behaviors, which include offensive name-calling,
spreading of false rumors about them, receiving explicit images they didn’t ask for, physical threats, constantly being
asked where they are, what they’re doing, or who they’re with by someone other than a parent, and having explicit
images of them shared without their consent. These kinds of negative behaviors affect the victims of cyberbullying not
only psychologically but also socially.

Akdeniz & Dogan (2024) addressed the similarities and differences between traditional bullying and cyberbullying.
According to them, both bullying types include deliberate and repetitive behaviors that stem from a power difference
between the involved parties of this action, whereas anonymity in cyberbullying emerges as the distinguishing key factor
between both types. Bullying involves repeated aggression rooted in power imbalance, and when conducted via
electronic mediums to cause harm, it is defined as cyberbullying (Bhutoria et al., 2025). It is also mentioned that the
cyberbullying frequently is reflecting offline or real-world bullying, especially with some young people, including bully-
victims (E. Notar et al., 2013). In the same study, it is also addressed the significance of differentiating between minor
and more serious instances of cyberbullying, where the most minor incidents can probably be dealt with before
becoming more major instances of cyberbullying. According to Walrave & Heirman (2011), hostility of cyberbullies may
stem from their own personal experiences of being victimized.

Regarding this, the subpopulations of cyberbullying can be divided mainly into two, which include cyber aggression and
cyber victimization. These can be called being the victim or the perpetrator of this behavior. According to Garett et al.
(2016), the subpopulations of cyberbullying can be divided into four categories: cyberbully victims, cyberbullies,
bystanders who help a victim, and bystanders who do not help a victim. Cyber-aggression can be defined as negative
behaviors that may occur through electronic means. This behavior refers to hostile behaviors conducted through
electronic means, such as social media or other online platforms. Itis a concerning term, especially among young people,
due to its potential to cause significant psychological consequences. Threatening, harassing, taunting, intimidating, and
using electronic mediums (Shetgiri, 2013) are defined as cyberbullying. Various types of cyberbullying behaviors can
result in significant emotional and psychological harm. These behaviors include flaming, harassment, outing, stalking,
and exclusion or cyberstalking, all of which represent different tactics employed by cyber aggressors to target individuals
online (Kowalski et al., 2014). Cyber-victimization is also another term that should be defined in terms of cyberbullying.
There are many forms of peer victimization. While traditional peer victimization includes physical (hitting, kicking, etc.),
relational (gossip, social exclusion), and verbal (name-calling) peer victimization, with the development of information
and communication technologies, victimization has also diffused to online platforms (Holfeld & Mishna, 2019). The
cyber form of peer victimization is called cyber victimization. According to Wright & Wachs (2020), cyber victimization
is defined as exposure to offensive and aggressive behaviors through information and communication technologies like
the internet, mobile phones, and game consoles. Dominguez-Alonso et al. (2023) defines cyber victimization as
individuals who are exposed to attacks through electronic media.

2. Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this study is to adapt the European Cyberbullying Intervention Project Questionnaire (ECIPQ) (Brighi et
al., 2012) into the Turkish language. This study contributes to the literature by validating the Turkish adaptation of the
ECIPQ among university students using Exploratory Factor Analysis (EFA), Confirmatory Factor Analysis (CFA), and also
reliability testing.

3. The European Cyberbullying Intervention Project Questionnaire (ECIPQ)

In order to measure cyberbullying behavior, a comprehensive study was conducted by Brighi et al. (2012), and the
European Cyberbullying Intervention Project Questionnaire (ECIPQ) was developed. Originally this questionnaire
consists of 22 items, 11 for cyber-aggression and 11 for cyber-victimization factors.



Various researchers have used this scale and tried to adapt it to different cultures. Del Rey et al. (2015) have conducted
a study to measure the structural validation and cross-cultural robustness of this instrument, and its two dimensions
were measured. The study was conducted in Greece, Germany, Italy, Spain, Poland, and the United Kingdom with 5679
secondary school students. EFA was conducted, and it found that extraction of two factors was appropriate. They have
also conducted CFA for the validation and validated the two-factor structure of the scale. Additionally, Herrera-Lopez
et al. (2017) conducted another study in Colombia with 16 items in the Spanish language. 3,830 high school students,
of which 1,931 were Colombian and 1,899 Spanish, aged 10 to 19. CFA was performed for the structural validation of
the scale, and obtained results confirmed the robustness and suitability of the scale to measure cyberaggression and
cyber-victimization. There are other adaptations of this questionnaire. The Chinese adaptation of ECIPQ was conducted
by Zhu et al. (2022) by using 14 items amongst 452 adolescents between ages 14 and 20. For the study, 14 items were
extracted from the original 22-item scale based on the professor’s opinion, and also items with similar features were
combined. EFA and CFA analyses were conducted for factor extraction and to validate the factors; as a result, a two-
factor structure has been validated. Edy et al. (2023) has adapted the questionnaire in Indonesia with 16 items. The
study was conducted amongst teenagers aged between 12 and 18 in the Indonesian language. The items in ECIPQ that
have been adapted and supported the two-structural model of 8 items for both cyber-victimization and cyber-
aggression by conducting CFA. Another adaptation was conducted in Turkey by Goziitok et al. (2024), in which 22 items
were used in the Turkish language. The participants were 632 college students aged 11 to 23 years. CFA was conducted,
and the results have supported the two-factor structure of this ECIPQ. Alvarez-Marin et al. (2022) conducted a study
amongst 1777 Spanish students aged between 14 and 18 years and tested the validity of the scale with CFA. The two-
factor model displayed appropriate measures. Williford & DePaolis (2019) have conducted CFA to examine the construct
validity of the ECIPQ on a sample of 841 third- through fifth-grade students. Their results were found to be inconsistent
based on the bullying and victimization models; however, their CFA results supported a three-factor model for
victimization.

4, Material and Methods

4.1. Research Objectives

RO1: Does the two-factor model of cyber aggression and cyber victimization demonstrate good fit in a Turkish university
student sample?

RO2: What is the structure of the Turkish adaptation of the ECIPQ among university students?

4.2, Scale

In this study the European Cyberbullying Intervention Project Questionnaire (ECIPQ) (Brighi et al., 2012) is used, and its
adaptation in Turkish is developed. In the current study, the items in the ECIPQ scale have been adapted and modified,
consisting of 11 items for each dimension. The original 22 Likert-type items with five options (never=1, once or twice=2,
once or twice a month=3, about once a week=4, and more than once a week=5) were used to collect responses from
participants.

A content review of the Turkish version revealed that each of the two dimensions included an item that was considered
to reflect a relatively mild form of cyberbullying based on Turkish culture. This item was excluded from the final version
from both factors by the authors based on Turkish culture. The “I spread rumors about someone on the internet” and
“Someone spread rumors about me on the internet” items were removed.

Adapted Turkish and original versions of the European Cyberbullying Intervention Project Questionnaire items are given
in the appendix.
4.3.Tools

The questionnaire for this research was distributed online by using Google Forms. The convenience and snowball
sampling methods were used. In total, 361 participants consisting of university students participated in the study. Data
cleaning and preparation were done using MS Excel 2019; further analyses were conducted using SPSS v23 and AMQOS
v24.

4.4. Data Preparation

The items adapted from the ECIPQ scale were translated into Turkish by an academic expert in English translation. The
back-translation method was subsequently applied by three researchers specialized in information systems, resulting in



the initial version of the Turkish questionnaire. To ensure clarity, the survey was piloted with three university students
from the target population. Any ambiguities identified by the participants were resolved collaboratively by the same
three experts.

The survey was then conducted with 364 students, predominantly undergraduate or associate degree students from
various universities across Turkey, selected through a convenience sampling and snowball method. After data screening,
two participants were excluded due to graduation status, and one was removed due to inconsistency in the “parental
relationship” response, resulting in a final sample of 361 participants.

Additionally, typing errors in university names were corrected, and examples such as "Istanbul, istanbul, Istambul, Ist"
were standardized as “Istanbul”. An extra variable was added to the dataset to indicate whether each university was
public or private. Regarding the participants’ year of study, entries labeled as “Associate degree” or “1st year of
associate degree” were coded as “1/2,” “Preparatory year” as “0,” and final-year or graduating students as “3/4.”

Firstly, the dataset was randomly divided into two subsamples. The first subsample (n = 180) was used to identify the
number of underlying factors with EFA. In other words, EFA was conducted in order to check factors after the translation
into the Turkish language. The second subsample was used (n = 181) to verify the goodness of fit of the factor structure
that emerged from the EFA and to test the factor structure with CFA. Cronbach’s alpha is used to measure the reliability
of the responses in the scale.

5. Results

5.1. Descriptive Results

As shown in the table below (Table 1), the number of male and female students who participated in the survey was
nearly balanced (55% and 45%, respectively). A substantial majority of the students (81%) reported that their parents
were living together. Regarding family structure, 59% of the students had either no siblings or only one. In terms of
parental education, 72% of mothers and 66.8% of fathers had completed either a university degree or a lower level of
education. Moreover, 66.5% of the participants were enrolled in public universities, and a striking 93.9% were studying
in Istanbul. Finally, it was observed that approximately half of the students were in their first or second year, while a
similar proportion were in their third or fourth year of study.

Table 1. Descriptive Results

Gender Parents_Relationship
Frequency | Percent | Cumulative Frequency | Percent | Cumulative
Percent Percent
Woman 198 54.8 54.8 Parents 293 81.2 81.2
together
Man 163 45.2 100.0 Parents not 68 18.8 100.0
together
Total 361 100.0 Total 361 100.0
Mother_Education Father_Education
Frequency | Percent | Cumulative Frequency | Percent | Cumulative
Percent Percent
College and below 260 72.0 72.0 College and 241 66.8 66.8
below
Undergraduate and 101 28.0 100.0 Undergraduate | 120 33.2 100.0
higher and higher
Total 361 100.0 Total 361 100.0
City University_Type
Frequency | Percent | Cumulative Frequency | Percent | Cumulative
Percent Percent
Istanbul 339 93.9 93.9 State 240 66.5 66.5
out of Istanbul 22 6.1 100.0 Private 121 335 100.0
Total 361 100.0 Total 361 100.0
Nr_of_Siblings Class
Frequency | Percent | Cumulative Frequency | Percent | Cumulative
Percent Percent
0 40 11.1 11.1 0 1 3 3




1 173 479 59.0 1/2 194 53.7 54.0
2 96 26.6 85.6 3/4 148 41.0 95.0
3 42 11.6 97.2 3 8 2.2 97.2
above 3 10 2.8 100.0 4 10 2.8 100.0
Total 361 100.0 Total 361 100.0

5.2. EFA Results

EFA was employed initially to verify the translation and structure of the adapted instrument with the first subsample
consisting of 180 responses. As a data-driven method, EFA is used to explore which items load onto which factors,
providing insights into the underlying construct structure. Given that the scale consists of 20 items, the sample size
meets the commonly accepted rule of having at least five participants per item, confirming its suitability for factor
analysis (Aguinis & Harden, 2009; Bentler & Chou, 1987).

Since all observed inter-factor correlations were above 0.341, the oblique rotation method—specifically Direct
Oblimin—was selected, as recommended in the literature for correlated factors (Hair et al., 2010; Tabachnick & Fidell,
2013). In addition, Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity was significant, indicating the presence of meaningful correlations among
the variables and justifying continuation with the factor analysis (Bartlett, 1950). The Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin (KMO)
measure was 0.923, which not only exceeds the acceptable threshold of 0.60 but also suggests excellent sampling
adequacy for factor analysis (Kaiser, 1974).

Factor loadings represent the degree of correlation between each observed variable and its corresponding latent factor.
In cases where an item loads on more than one factor, cross-loadings are examined to determine factor assignment. A
common rule is that the difference between the two loadings should be at least 0.10, favoring the factor with the higher
loading. In other words, they indicate how well a variable is explained by a specific factor (Hair et al., 2010). Higher
loadings (typically > 0.30) are considered indicative of a meaningful relationship between the variable and the factor,
while loadings of 0.50 or above are generally regarded as practically significant (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2007). The EFA
results indicated that the items clustered under three distinct factors, as theoretically anticipated, when components
with eigenvalues greater than one were considered.

5.3. CFA Results

CFA was conducted in order to assess the construct validity of the measurement model. The items summarized under
three factors were subsequently subjected to a CFA using the second sample group, which consisted of 181 responses.
Upon examining the factor loadings obtained from this analysis, it was observed that some items did not reach the
threshold value of 0.30 within their respective factors. In the literature, factor loadings below 0.30 are generally
considered statistically weak and insufficient for construct validity (Field, 2018; Hair et al., 2010; Tabachnick & Fidell,
2013). In line with this, items CV8 (0.187) and CV9 (0.192) were excluded from further analysis. Once these items were
removed, all remaining loadings exceeded the 0.30 threshold, and the analysis proceeded accordingly.

To improve model fit, modification indices were examined. Following the recommendations of Hair et al. (2010) and
Byrne (2010), covariances were added between error terms whose modification indices exceeded 10. These
modifications were applied particularly between items that shared conceptual similarities and belonged to the same
factor. With this respect, covariances were introduced between the following error terms: el <-->e2, el4 <--> 15, e5
<-->eb, e2 <-->e8, e2 <-->e7,el<-->e7, el <-->e3, and e4 <--> e5.

Following these adjustments, improvements were observed in the model’s goodness-of-fit indices (GFl), thereby
justifying the continuation with CFA. The chi-square to degrees of freedom ratio (x?/df) was calculated as 2.486,
indicating a good model fit. According to Kline (2023), values below 3 suggest a good model fit. GFI, which reflects the
structural validity of the model, was calculated as 0.837. While values approaching 0.90 are typically considered
acceptable (Hair et al., 2010), some studies interpret values above 0.80 as indicative of moderate fit (Hu & Bentler,
1999). Thus, the obtained GFl value can be interpreted as reflecting a moderate level of fit.

The Comparative Fit Index (CFl) and Incremental Fit Index (IFl), which evaluate the model's fit relative to a baseline
model, were found to be 0.823 and 0.827, respectively. While values above 0.90 indicate a good fit, those below the
0.90 threshold generally recommended in the literature for acceptable fit mean the model is considered to have a poor
fit to the data (Hu & Bentler, 1999). Although the CFI and IFl values are not optimal, their improvement following
modifications suggests a positively progressing model fit.



The root mean square error of approximation (RMSEA) value of 0.10 falls within the widely accepted marginal upper
limit of 0.10 (Browne and Cudeck, 1993) and is considered acceptable when supported by other fit indices (MacCallum
et al., 1996). In this context, the obtained RMSEA value can be interpreted as reflecting a poor but tolerable model fit.

The Standardized Root Mean Squared Residual (SRMR) value, calculated at 0.0879, further supports this assessment.
Hu & Bentler (1999) have defined SRMR values below 0.08 as indicating good fit, while values between 0.08 and 0.10
are considered marginally acceptable. Similarly, Hair et al. (2010) have emphasized that SRMR values up to 0.09 can be
tolerated in social sciences. Accordingly, although the SRMR value does not reflect a perfect fit, it suggests that the
model is structurally adequate and interpretable.

In conclusion, meaningful improvements in fit indices were observed following the applied modifications. While some
values remained below optimal thresholds, the overall goodness-of-fit measures indicate that the model demonstrates
an acceptable, moderate level of fit. On the other hand, standardized factor loadings of 0.30 or greater are generally
considered minimally acceptable, while higher loadings indicate stronger relationships between observed and latent
variables (Kline, 2023). The CFA path diagram is presented below (Figure 1).

Figure 1. CFA Path Diagram
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5.4. Re-testing with EFA

At this stage, the analysis was repeated on the initial sample after removing the two items, and the results of the EFA
were re-evaluated. The KMO value was found to be 0.912, and Bartlett’s Test of Sphericity was statistically significant,
indicating that the sample was adequate for factor analysis. Based on the criterion of eigenvalues greater than one, the
total variance explained was 68.77%, which exceeds the generally accepted threshold of 60% in social sciences and
supports the construct validity of the scale (Hair et al., 2010). As presented in the table below (Table 2), all factor
loadings—except one—were above 0.50, with only a single item showing a moderate loading.

The first factor consisted of representing cyber aggression items. The second and the third factors consisted of items
related to cybervictimization. These factors were named as “Cyber Victimization: Verbal” and “Cyber Victimization:
Identity” based on the features of the items.

Table 2. Factor Loadings

Factor Factor Names ltem Mean Std. Deviation | Factor Load
F1 CA1 1.122 4237 .825
F1 CA2 1.097 .4000 .807
F1 CA3 1.091 .3495 .855
F1 CA4 1.055 .2929 .937
F1 Cyber Aggression CA5 1.061 3277 .851
F1 CA6 1.191 .5318 574
F1 CA7 1.036 .2815 .790
F1 CA8 1.033 .2769 .750
F1 CA9 1.033 .2667 .901
F1 CAl11 1.061 .3361 .783
F2 o Cv1 1.623 .7393 .761
= Cyber Victimization: o2 1388 6492 =10
Verbal
F2 CvV3 1.407 6217 .841
F3 Cv4 1.302 .5166 791
F3 o CV5 1.213 4960 .815
F3 Ejyebnetrit\y/'d'm'zat'on' Cv6 1.296 5708 811
F3 Ccv7 1.219 .6003 .534
F3 Cvi1l 1.288 .5870 .399

Cronbach’s alpha is a reliability coefficient that evaluates the internal consistency of a scale by measuring the degree of
correlation among its items (Hair et al., 2010). Values above 0.70 are generally considered acceptable, while those
exceeding 0.80 are interpreted as indicating a high level of reliability. In the reliability analysis conducted for the
identified factors, satisfactory results were obtained for all three dimensions. The corresponding Cronbach’s Alpha
coefficients for each factor are presented below (Table 3).

Table 3. Cronbach's Alpha Reliability Test Results

Factor | Number of items Cronbach's Alpha
F1 10 0.940
F2 3 0.758
F3 5 0.838

6. Discussion & Conclusion

The present study aimed to adapt ECIPQ, which is an internationally used and recognized measurement of cyberbullying,
into Turkish and validate its structure among university students in Turkey. Through a comprehensive process involving
EFA and CFA, a three-factor structure was identified and found to demonstrate acceptable levels of fit and reliability
within the used sample. The findings of the studies from the literature confirmed the two-factor structure of the original
scale. However, our findings suggest a three-factor structure for the scale adaptation in Turkey. This may be due to the
fact that the sample in the study was limited to 5 times the number of items. The fact that the study was conducted
with university students may have also affected the results, whereas the studies conducted in the literature were
conducted with younger participants such as adolescents and children.

The EFA revealed a clear factor structure by clustering items into cyber aggression and victimization in the literature.
The two-factor structure of the ECIPQ in different languages was tested and validated by various researchers (Alvarez-



Marin et al., 2022; Del Rey et al.,, 2015; Edy et al., 2023; Herrera-Lépez et al., 2017; Zhu et al., 2022), which typically
confirmed a two-factor model distinguishing only between cyber aggression and victimization. The Turkish adaptation
of the scale is conducted by Gozutok et al. (2024), and the same structure is validated. Distinct from these findings, our
findings align with Williford & DePaolis (2019). Their results were inconsistent between the bullying and victimization
models, whereas they observed a three-factor structure but only for victimization. However, their results supported a
three-factor model for victimization consisting of overt (e.g., hitting, kicking, and physical threats), relational (e.g., rumor
spreading and exclusion), and cyberbullying. The CFA results have validated the structural integrity of the Turkish version
of the EPIPQ and its applicability to the university student population. In the studies examined in this research, the
samples consist of participants from different education and age categories outside of university. In addition, it is
observed that the participants conducted or were exposed to cyber aggression, and cyber victimization levels are low.
This could also be one of the reasons affecting the results.

It also addressed the significance of differentiating between minor, serious, and more serious or major instances of
cyberbullying, where the most minor incidents can probably be dealt with before becoming more major instances of
cyberbullying (E. Notar et al., 2013). Accordingly, three factors were named as “Cyber Aggression,” “Cyber Victimization:
Verbal,” and “Cyber Victimization: Identity.”

These findings contribute to the growing literature on cyberbullying by validating a culturally appropriate instrument
for assessing cyber aggression and victimization among young adults in Turkey. They also support the idea that
cyberbullying experiences may manifest differently across cultural contexts and age groups. These results indicate the
need for localized assessment tools and tailored intervention strategies.

Nevertheless, this study is not without limitations. The use of non-probability sampling methods may restrict the
generalizability of the findings to the broader university student population. Similar studies could be repeated in
different samples other than universities in order to generalize them better to a broader population. Moreover, the
self-report nature of the instrument could have caused bias, potentially affecting the response accuracy. Future studies
could aim to conduct studies across various subgroups such as gender, academic discipline, or level of digital
engagement. Different psychological scales could be added to the context. Furthermore, since five responses per item
are considered acceptable, more responses could be collected by researchers in order to obtain more generalizable
results.

In conclusion, the Turkish adaptation of the ECIPQ appears to be a valid and reliable tool for assessing cyberbullying
behaviors and experiences among university students. The emergence of a three-factor structure highlights the complex
nature of cyberbullying in digitally connected societies and calls for further research into its evolving forms and impacts.
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Appendix

Adapted Turkish and Original Versions of the European Cyberbullying Intervention Project Questionnaire ltems

Original_ltem_Nr Factors Turkish_Items Original_ltems
CybAl S Birisine SMS veya ¢evrimici mesajlar yoluyla | said nasty things to someone or called
a rahatsiz edici seyler (edepsiz, ahlaksiz, them names using texts or online
go mustehcen) séyledim veya isimler taktim messages
Qo
CybA2 < Birisi hakkinda diger insanlara SMS veya | said nasty things about someone to
_?3; cevrimici mesajlar yoluyla rahatsiz edici other people either online or through
© seyler (edepsiz, ahlaksiz, mistehcen) text messages
soyledim
CybA3 Birini SMS veya cevrimici mesajlar yoluyla | threatened someone through texts or
tehdit ettim online messages
CybA4 Birinin hesabini ele gegirerek kisisel | hacked into someone’s account and
bilgilerini caldim (6rn. e-posta veya sosyal ag | stole personal information (e.g. through
hesaplari) email or social networking accounts)
CybABS5 Birinin hesabini ele gegirerek o kisiymisim | hacked into someone’s account and
gibi davrandim (6rn, anlik mesajlasma veya pretended to be them (e.g. through
sosyal ag hesaplari tzerinden) instant messaging or social networking
accounts)
CybA6 Baska biri gibi davranarak sahte bir hesap | created a fake account, pretending to
olusturdum (6rn. Facebook veya MSN'de) be someone else (e.g. on Facebook or
MSN)
CybA7 Cevrimici ortamda birinin kisisel bilgilerini | posted personal information about
yayinladim someone online
CybA8 internette birinin utang verici / rahatsiz edici | | posted embarrassing videos or pictures
videolarini veya resimlerini yayinladim of someone online
CybA9 internette baska bir kisinin yayinlanmis | altered pictures or videos of another
resim veya videolarini degistirdim person that had been posted online
CybA11 internette birisi hakkinda dedikodu yaydim | spread rumours about someone on the
internet
CybVv1 s Birisi SMS veya ¢evrimici mesajlar yoluyla Someone said nasty things to me or
2 g bana rahatsiz edici seyler (edepsiz, ahlaksiz, called me names using texts or online
8> mustehcen) sdyledi veya isimler takti messages
CybVv2 % Birisi SMS veya ¢evrimigi mesajlar yoluyla Someone said nasty things about me to
= baskalarina benim hakkimda rahatsiz edici others either online or through text
g seyler (edepsiz, ahlaksiz, mistehcen) soyledi | messages
CybV3 S Birisi SMS veya cevrimici mesajlar yoluyla Someone threatened me through texts
beni tehdit etti or online messages
CybVv4 > Birisi hesabimi ele gecirerek kisisel bilgilerimi | Someone hacked into my account and
b= caldi (6rn. e-posta veya sosyal ag hesaplari) stole personal information (e.g. through
ﬁ email or social networking accounts)
CybV5 g Birisi hesabimi ele gecirerek benmisim gibi Someone hacked into my account and
'E davrandi (6rn. anlik mesajlasma veya sosyal pretended to be me (e.g. through instant
= ag hesaplari Gzerinden) messaging or social networking
& accounts)
CybVé > Birisi benmisim gibi davranarak sahte bir Someone created a fake account,
_§ hesap olusturdu (6rn. Facebook veya pretending to be me (e.g. on Facebook
) MSN'de) or MSN)
CybV7 Birisi cevrimici ortamda kisisel bilgilerimi Someone posted personal information
(iznim olmadan) yayinladi about me online
CybVv11 Birisi internette benim hakkimda dedikodu Someone spread rumours about me on

yaydi

the internet




